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Article abstract
The object of this paper is the discourse on the saturation of the liberal
professions in the 19th century. Instead of looking into the number of lawyers,
physicians and notaries to determine if these professions were 'saturated'
during the 19th century, the author suggests rather that the saturation of the
liberal professions as reported by a number of members of these professions is
in fact a social construction. In the first half of the 19th century, this discourse
is linked to a work of designation undertaken by members of the liberal
professions in order to give themselves a common social identity: that of the
gentleman (honnête homme). Later, in the second half of the 19th century, this
discourse fulfilled a completely different social function. The author relates the
discourse on the saturation of the liberal professions to the reproduction
strategies of the groups formed at that time. The multiplication of colleges and
the monopoly of classical education over the secondary education system in
Quebec, thereby predisposing students to the priesthood or the liberal
professions, threatened the social and economic value of these professional
titles. The saturation of the liberal professions was therefore brought forward
as an argument for limiting access to classical colleges, particularly by
promoting the creation of a new channel in secondary education - practical
education.
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