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Article abstract
Art as cultural capital is central to the work of sociologists such as Pierre
Bourdieu, and this concept is germane to the analysis of the art museum in
contemporary society. Unlike educational attainment, taste in art is considered
an individual matter with little social importance. I argue against this on the
basis of Bourdieu's and Darbel's study of art museums publics; compare their
findings with more recent research in Europe and the United States; and
question whether the assertion of the relation of taste to social mobility has
been proven. The art museum may become more of a leveler than a barrier to
equality, but as long as education and occupational inequality exist, this
remains a tenuous project.
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