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Article abstract
The so-called "charismatic renewal" movement, bears witness, above and
beyond the polysemous referents of tradition, to an individualistic and
democratizing drive in the Roman Catholic universe. Capitalizing on a relative
weakening of organizational and ideological controls after Vatican II,
particularly the promotion of the laity and ecumenism, the faithful are in
pursuit of the Spirit and charisma. Charisma has spread out and become
pluralistic, the "key symbol" of a generalized sacred entrepreneurship. But
from an individualistic drift to an exercise in controlled diversion - the whole
Church is charismatic as the Pope will say - the trajectory of the movement
marks the limits of the institutional "new alliance" with the contemporary
world.
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