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Article abstract
In a context of collective uncertainty, on the level of individual meaning as
much as on that of broad social questions, the hierarchical Church has specific
resources for intervening by various means on the public scene. This is all the
more important in that civil society is instituted as a critical authority. In such
a context, the decrease in religious practice is not a good indicator of the
influence of the Church on social life. Paradoxically, the symbolic dimensions
of ecclesiastical authority may increase while disciplinary authority declines.
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