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Article abstract
On the basis of certain recent scientific and theoretical contributions to the
sociology of curriculum, the author analyses certain structural and cultural
characteristics of educational knowledge in contemporary societies. This
reflection deals in turn with the mechanisms of selection which operate within
culture toward the creation of curricula, on the effects of didactic constraint
and the original characteristics of the school culture on the structuring of
knowledge in the form of compartmentalized disciplinary fields, and on the
phenomena of the stratification and social legitimization of this knowledge.
Finally, the question is posed as to whether such an analytical approach and
critique of curriculum necessarily implies a relativistic conception of
knowledge and culture, or if it can remain compatible with the strictly
pedagogical requirement for a "normative" intellectual and cultural
justification of educational content.
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