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Article abstract
Impelled by transformations in the dominant mode of production, Fordism,
cities are being confronted with new challenges : industrial restructuring,
structural unemployment, poverty, crime, etc... On the other hand, these same
transformations in the mode of production open up new opportunities to the
city as a favored place for innovation and growth. Competition for productive
investments has become an everyday reality for large cities worldwide. This
new context requires becoming aware of new issues and, consequently,
adapting management styles. After identifying important trends in the mode of
production and the limits to laissez-faire, this paper takes position for a less
bureaucratic style of urban management, more accommodating and
entrepreneurial. Urban management must turn in the direction of a proactive
strategy for the development and promotion of the competitive advantages of
an urban area. It must be backed up in this process by a high level of
leadership by elected officials and an effort to bring together forces from
different groups and organizations.
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