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Article abstract
The objective of this paper is to explore the following question : in a
sociological demonstration, how does one link heterogeneous data together
meaningfully ? After suggesting that this is less an academic problem than a
difficulty inherent in the construction of sociological discourse, the paper
proposes to show how a specific use of formalism makes an interesting
solution to the original question possible. This is not just the vain substitution
of logical calculation for natural language, but rather making those cognitive
operations necessary to understanding the various levels of social analysis
explicit through the use of formalism, these levels being understood as being
inseparably structure, history and meaning. Thus, the thesis of a principle of
critical cumulativeness can be put forward, which can make possible, in the
maze of sociological production, the identification of the relevant lines of a
rational capitalization of knowledge.
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