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Article abstract
This paper looks into the links between two contemporary tendencies in
sociology : on the one hand, the increasing importance of discourse in social
explication and, on the other, the extensive use of computerized methods for
the study of discursive data. The hypothesis developed here posits that these
two phenomena have not brought about sufficient epistemological and
methodological reflection as to their consequences. The issue of constructing
discourse as an empirical object which can be dealt with by the sociological
method is consideired in the broad perspective of all objectivization processes.
The examination of various types of attitudes relating to computers leads to the
proposal of a model for the use of computerized methods in the analysis of
discursive data.
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