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Article abstract
From the point of view of logic, interpretive texts in the social sciences are
liable to being rewritten as computation, emphasizing the data and operations
which make up the reasoning process. Research carried out in this perspective,
particularly in archeology, throws new light on the mechanisms and
foundations of constructions specific to the human sciences. The lessons
learned relate to the status of explication in these disciplines, the part played
by the subject in the conception and validation of theories, the interest of
practical epistemology by which these theories are gauged using clearly
defined value criteria, the neutrality of such an epistemology in relation to
methods in the social sciences and, finally and most importantly, the fragility
of the area in between where the social sciences are continually attempting to
find their place, between science and literature or common sense.
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