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Article abstract
This paper tells of a generation of young Franco-Ontarians whose socialization
- in which the mass media have almost replaced oral transmission and other
traditional vehicles - has exposed them indiscriminately not only to two
languages but also to the confusion between the cultural values of their
community and postmodern urban relativism. And all this at a time when
exchanges, which are necessarily asymmetrical, between the Francophone
minority and Anglophone majority are more and more abundant wand
continuous because of economic and other requirements of contemporary life.
The high school drop-out rate among these youth reflects these social
difficulties at the same time as it has exacerbated them; the exploratory
research on which the authors' reflections are based show the need for a more
precise knowledge of the mechanisms and conditions which make it possible
for some of these youth to return to their interrupted studies. The progression
of this study led to the observation of the almost complete absence of coherent
sociological analytical frameworks on youth in the 1990s. The development of a
parallel micro-society of young people incapable of the minimal autonomy
necessary to function as citizens in their own right has been observed,
however, in the heart of metropolitan areas in the modern western world.
Young Franco-Ontarians are over-represented in this group, and the lack of
autonomy which they share with other youth is aggravated by their difficulties
in one or the other language, a situation which makes them vulnerable to loss
of identity and to assimilation. Their integration to the majority, however, has
no real chance of success.
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