
Tous droits réservés © Les Presses de l'Université de Montréal, 1995 This document is protected by copyright law. Use of the services of Érudit
(including reproduction) is subject to its terms and conditions, which can be
viewed online.
https://apropos.erudit.org/en/users/policy-on-use/

This article is disseminated and preserved by Érudit.
Érudit is a non-profit inter-university consortium of the Université de Montréal,
Université Laval, and the Université du Québec à Montréal. Its mission is to
promote and disseminate research.
https://www.erudit.org/en/

Document generated on 04/10/2024 6:44 a.m.

Sociologie et sociétés

Protection discipline et honneur
Une salle de boxe dans le ghetto américain
Protection, Discipline and Honor
A Boxing Gym in the American Ghetto
Loïc J. D. WACQUANT

Volume 27, Number 1, Spring 1995

Le sport

URI: https://id.erudit.org/iderudit/001833ar
DOI: https://doi.org/10.7202/001833ar

See table of contents

Publisher(s)
Les Presses de l'Université de Montréal

ISSN
0038-030X (print)
1492-1375 (digital)

Explore this journal

Cite this article
WACQUANT, L. J. D. (1995). Protection discipline et honneur : une salle de boxe
dans le ghetto américain. Sociologie et sociétés, 27(1), 75–90.
https://doi.org/10.7202/001833ar

Article abstract
Based on a long-term ethnographie and participant-observation study of a club
located on the South Side of Chicago, this article outlines three of the social and
moral functions that a boxing gym fullfills in the contemporary black
American ghetto. The gym is first a protective shield against the violence and
insecurity that pervade the neighborhood, a sanctuary that allows its members
to cut themselves off from the street and to escape, if for a limited time, the
fates to which the latter consigns those who fall under its influence. The boxing
gym is also a school of morality in Durkheim's sense: a machine for inculcating
the spirit of discipline, mutual respect and care of self indispensible to the
blossoming of the pugilistic vocation but whose benefits are felt in the most
diverse areas of social and family life. Finally the gym is the vehicle for the
deroutinization of everyday life: in it, bodily routines and drilling open up a
unique sensory and emotional universe which interweaves adventure,
masculine honor, and prestige. The monastic, if not penitential, character of
the pugilistic " life program " makes the individual over into his own arena of
challenge and invites him to discover himself, better yet, to produce himself.
And the acceptance in a virile fraternity signaled by membership in the gym
allows one to tear away from the anonymity of the mass and to attract the
admiration and assent of the local society.
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