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Article abstract
This paper is a contribution to the analysis of private intergenerational
solidarities. It deals with the functioning and the history of the ties between
elderly immigrant mothers and their children, illustrating the possibilities and
the limits of the analytical framework of "social exchange". One application of
the perspective of "gift" is briefly outlined. The experience and the point of
view of elderly women as reconstructed in topical life histories constitutes the
material on which this analysis is built.
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