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Article abstract
This paper analyses the category "youth" as a social construction of
sociopolitical discourse in federal government institutions in Canada. The
examination of a corpus of governmental texts in which youth was defined as a
target for programmes between 1965 and 1989 revealed successive shifts in
meaning, the young as an age category being continually reconstructed. As a
sociological object, youth is analyzed here in relation to declining adulthood,
which is an implicit and residual entity taking shape between the constructions
of youth and of old age as age scale categories.
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