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Article abstract
This paper presents excerpts of daily notes kept by security guards at
low-rental apartment buildings in the suburbs of Paris and Rouen, in which
"incidents" are reported with families and adolescents whose "actions" have
disturbed the normal order of the city. The perspective adopted consists of
recreating the events written down by the guards, and attempting to extract
meaning from the effects produced. The aim is to translate the way in which
"the young boys" are described in these registers, by looking deeper into the
absence of social policies in physical settings such as these which bear the
marks of the failure of public powers to intervene.
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