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Article abstract
On the basis of preliminary research results, as well as on theoretical debates,
this paper proposes an analytical perspective which reveals the specificity of
work on human beings, particularly in the field of social assistance practices.
The characteristics of this type of work are noted, above all its reflexivity,
specifically the recursive loops made up of multiple cultural elements. It is then
demonstrated that certain characteristics of the classical approach to industrial
work do not really fit in with this type of work, even if they continue to be
applied to it. Finally, it is noted how, in social work, daily practices of so-called
reflexive work which can not be reduced either to institutional
authoritarianism or to community anti-instrumentality would be structured.
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