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Article abstract
In contemporary Western societies, according to Bauman, the "moral self
which is spontaneously concerned with others and not indifferent to suffering,
is in danger: it is not trusted, and there is a desire to surround it with rules and
moral laws, in fear that human beings, left to their own devices, would be
incapable of acting morally in their relations with othe rs, but capable only of
destruction and of self-destruction. All in all - and this is one of the crucial
aspects of the postmodern condition for Bauman - whereas the moral self is
more than ever necessary to resist the persistent hegemony of instrumental
rationality and other dehumanizing tendencies of modernity, it is
"anaesthetized" by the proliferation of ethical rules setting forth and imposing
universal-type principles which usurp the intuitions and spontaneous moral
reflexes of human beings.

https://apropos.erudit.org/en/users/policy-on-use/
https://www.erudit.org/en/
https://www.erudit.org/en/
https://www.erudit.org/en/journals/socsoc/
https://id.erudit.org/iderudit/001563ar
https://doi.org/10.7202/001563ar
https://www.erudit.org/en/journals/socsoc/1996-v28-n1-socsoc82/
https://www.erudit.org/en/journals/socsoc/































