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Article abstract
Although post-modernism is strongly re-shaping processes of both theory
building and theme selection in social sciences, its epistemic drift is still far
from influencing the way in which social sciences describe themselves and
narrate their disciplinary history. If the main outcome has to be found in
underlining the extent to which even scientific discourses have beiïn shaped
by particular historical circumstances, at the same time such an emphasis gave
rise to a strong dislike, and eve n a refusal, of all overarching theories and
reductive schemes of explanation. Quite often, this had led to a new and moie
radical form of epistemic relativism. Nevertheless, it has supplemented
sociology with analytical devices capable to stand the increased degree of
reflexivity and self-reference within social science discourse. According to
these epistemic positions, the Authors want to demonstrate that the
sociological discourse can be analysed as any other literary discourse, that is to
say as a specific form of textual production that narrates a fictional approach
of something (like a rhetorical illusion) called social reality.
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