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Article abstract
Although life histories are more or less generalizable depending essentially on
the degree to which they are typical, they can possess a not negligible heuristic
potential all the same. This paper proposes, on the basis of a life story of a
sociologist, to examine the way in which the ideological issues of particular
periods and societies have influenced sociological ideas. Four different periods,
three societies and four ideological issues, in particular, are dealt with: the
beginning of the 1960s, Argentina and the academic institutionalization of
sociology; the end of the 1960s, France and the leftist debate; the beginning of
the 1970s, French Canada and the nationalist movement; and finally the end of
the 1970s, French Canada and the demands of "minority" groups. The
examination of this influence is aimed especially at the consequences it has
had at the epistemological and institutional levels of the discipline.
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