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Article abstract
Memory, particularly childhood memory, is constructed here as a determining
element of "selfhood", and therefore of the development of identity and self.
According to Dumont's hypothesis on rupture with the past and historical
discontinuity in Quebec society, the analytical framework of memory falls
within an historical framework characterized by two irreducible temporalities.
Faced with an out-of-date past and a true-to-life present, contemporaries are
right by the simple fact that they exist in the present time and are therefore at
the cutting edge of progress. How can one go from the construction of self to
the temporalities of social memory? This paper will use this analytical
framework of memory to examine a collection of interviews that normally
would not be considered as a memory: the relationship to childhood and how
childhood is recounted. The hypothesis that the relationship to one's childhood
is first and foremost a question of memory, and even more one of the
obliteration of memory, is put foreward.
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