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1960s. In T o r o n t o , fo r i n s t a n c e , 
they kept many of t h e r e s i d e n t i a l 
neighbourhoods a l i v e while suburban 
development was in f u l l swing. For 
a t ime i t looked a s though t h e s e 
i n n e r - c i t y r e s i d e n t s w o u l d be 
moving out j u s t as the suburbani tes 
moved back. Now, i n c r e a s i n g l y , the 
i m m i g r a n t s of 20 y e a r s ago a r e 
s t ay ing pu t , s e l l i n g t h e i r c a r s i f 
they had them, jo in ing i n t h e l i f e 
of the c i t y , and c h u c k l i n g a t t h e 
g r o w i n g d i s c o m f o r t of t h e i r 
suburban r e l a t i v e s . Yet a n o t h e r 
flaw of t h i s book i s i t s f a i l u r e to 
perce ive tha t e x i s t i n g r e s i d e n t s of 
u r b a n co re s might have a l o t t o 
o f f e r . Only Lowry touches on t h i s 
p o i n t , but w i t h an odd p r o p o s a l 
t h a t w o u l d doom t h e l o c a l 
government of u r b a n c e n t r e s t o 
i m p o t e n c e c a u s e d by f a c t i o n a l 
squabbl ing. 

L o w - d e n s i t y s u b u r b a n 
development w i l l not be a b l e t o 
adap t to t h e sha rp r e d u c t i o n s in 
energy use t h a t w i l l beg in d u r i n g 
the 1980s. Only u rban e f f i c i e n c y 
or r u r a l s e l f - s u f f i c i e n c y w i l l 
a l l o w North American s o c i e t y t o 
c o n t i n u e i n s o m e t i n g l i k e i t s 
present form. I ' d l i k e to read a 
book tha t he lp s me f i g u r e out how 
we can su rv ive . This gloomy, inep t 
book from Massachuset ts i s more of 
an i n v i t a t i o n to l i v e i t up u n t i l 
the whole th ing f a l l s a p a r t . 

Richard Gi lbe r t 
Alderman 
City of Toronto 

* * /V 

Cas t e l l s , Manuel. The Urban 
Question: A Marxist Approach. 
P a r i s : M a s p e r o , 1 9 7 2 , 1 9 7 6 . 
T r a n s . by A l a n S h e r i d a n . 
Cambridge, Mass.: MIT P r e s s , 1977; 
London: Edward Arnold, 1977. Pp . 
x, 500. Tables , f i g u r e s . 

Cas t e l l s , Manuel. City 3 Class and 
Power. Trans, by E l i zabe th Lebas. 
London and Basingstoke: Macmillan, 
1978. Pp. x, 198. Tables . 

Within the outburs t of Marxist 
w r i t i n g s over the pas t two decades, 
two m a i n l i n e s of a t t a c k h a v e 
d e v e l o p e d . I n t h e 
c u l t u r a l - h i s t o r i c a l f i l e , t h e 
f l a g s h i p i s E . P . T h o m p s o n ' s now 
well-known The Making of the 
English Working Class. In the 
s t r u c t u r a l l i n e , the w r i t i n g s of L. 
Al thusse r s tand ou t . Recently with 
the appearance of Thompson1s The 
Poverty of Theory the s t rugg le 
between these two p e r s p e c t i v e s has 
been engaged . Both invoke Marx, 
but h i s t o r i a n s may be r e l i e v e d t o 
know tha t the e m p i r i c a l , c o n c r e t e 
approach of Thompson, Hobsbawm and 
o t h e r s , have grappled s u c c e s s f u l l y 
e n o u g h t o s o f t e n , i f e v e r so 
s l i g h t l y , t h e h a r s h l o g i c a l 
s t r u c t u r a l i s m o f F r e n c h 
t h e o r e t i c i a n s . 

T h i s i s a p p a r e n t , e v e n 
e x p l i c i t , i n C a s t e l l s . Al though 
very much a s o c i o l o g i s t out of t he 
French s t r u c t u r a l mode, in City3 
Class and Power [CCP]y he 
r e c o g n i z e s t h e need t o p u r s u e 
c o n c r e t e r e s e a r c h w i t h a m o r e 
f l e x i b l e language; the concern now 
m u s t be more w i t h " h i s t o r i c a l 
r e l e v a n c e t h a n w i t h f o r m a l 
coherence" ( p . 1 2 ) . I n d e e d , t h i s 
i s an a d v a n c e from t h e l o g i c a l 
preoccupat ions of The Urban 
Question [UQ] which i s ( i r o n i c a l l y ) 
incomprehens ib le because he s eeks 
too t i g h t a language. 

Even s o , t h e deve lopment of 
Marxist work in the urban scene i s 
of i m p o r t a n c e . The w r i t i n g s of 
David Harvey, Al len S c o t t , Shoukry 
Roweis and o t h e r s a r e i n f l u e n c i n g 
g e o g r a p h e r s , p l a n n e r s , and u rban 
s t u d e n t s g e n e r a l l y . T h e 
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International Journal of Urban and 
Regional Research, begun in 
1977 , has become t h e f o c u s f o r 
debate among Marxist u r b a n i s t s . Of 
g r e a t e r s i g n i f i c a n c e i s the concern 
of C a s t e l l s and o t h e r s on u r b a n 
s o c i a l m o v e m e n t s , on l o c a l 
c o l l e c t i v e a c t i o n , b r i n g i n g t h i s 
t h r u s t c lose to t h e c e n t r a l i s s u e 
of Thompson: the working c lass was 
made through the ac t ion of ord inary 
p e o p l e under t h e d e v e l o p m e n t of 
c o m p e t i t i v e i n d u s t r i a l c a p i t a l . 
Today fs concern, though s t i l l f ixed 
on c l a s s , i s somewhat d i f f e r e n t i n 
t h a t i t asks how, under c o r p o r a t e 
c a p i t a l i s m , do peop l e o r g a n i z e i n 
l a rge "monopolvil les"? 

UQ i s divided i n t o f ive 
s e c t i o n s (e igh teen chap te r s ) and an 
a f t e r w o r d . I , t h e h i s t o r i c a l 
process of u r b a n i z a t i o n , p r i m a r i l y 
dea l ing with "the format ion of t h e 
me t ropo l i t an regions in i n d u s t r i a l 
c a p i t a l i s t s o c i e t i e s , " L a t i n 
American dependent u r b a n i z a t i o n , 
and " t h e u r b a n phenomenon i n t h e 
s o c i a l i s t c o u n t r i e s ; " I I , the urban 
i d e o l o g y , c h i e f l y a c r i t i q u e of 
Chicago s o c i o l o g y ; I I I , t h e u r b a n 
s t r u c t u r e , the development of h i s 
own view of what should be s tud ied ; 
IV, u rban p o l i t i c s - not s p a t i a l 
a n a l y s i s b u t p o w e r r e l a t i o n s 
t h r o u g h s t a t e u r b a n p l a n n i n g and 
s o c i a l groups; V ( w r i t t e n in 1975), 
t h e u rban p r o c e s s a t t e m p t i n g t o 
c l a r i f y p l a n n i n g and g r a s s - r o o t s 
movements; and the Afterword ( a l s o 
w r i t t e n i n 1 9 7 5 ) , a n s w e r i n g t h e 
c r i t i c s on concepts . In CCP the 
the same i s s u e s a r e a d d r e s s e d but 
l e s s f o r m a l l y , w i th t h e focus on 
t h e n o t i o n of c o l l e c t i v e 
c o n s u m p t i o n , p l a n n i n g and u r b a n 
s o c i a l m o v e m e n t , a n d e c o l o g y 
m o v e m e n t s . I n b o t h b o o k s t h e 
e m p i r i c a l m a t e r i a l i s d r a w n 
p r i m a r i l y from F r a n c e and t h e 
U n i t e d S t a t e s . As he and h i s 
s t r u c t u r a l i s t f r i e n d s a t t e m p t to 
work out an urban " s c i e n c e , " o t h e r 

w r i t i n g s appear . Now a t B e r k e l e y , 
C a s t e l l s i s t u r n i n g more t o t h e 
U.S. scene. 

I w i l l t o u c h on C a s t e l l s ' 
views on four c e n t r a l p o i n t s : t h e 
urban ques t i on i t s e l f , t h e n o t i o n 
of c o l l e c t i v e consumpt ion , s t a t e 
a c t i o n i n p l a n n i n g , and u r b a n 
s o c i a l movements. F i r s t , the urban 
ques t ion r e f e r s to t h e problem of 
the object of s tudy. To c l e a r t h e 
way in UQ, he c r i t i c i z e s the 
c l a s s i c a l u r b a n s o c i o l o g y of t h e 
C h i c a g o s c h o o l , t h a t of P a r k , 
M c K e n z i e , B u r g e s s , e s p e c i a l l y 
W i r t h , a n d l a t t e r day u r b a n 
" e c o l o g i s t s , " Hawley and Duncan. 
F u n d a m e n t a l l y , he r e j e c t s t h e 
W i r t h i a n p a r a d i g m t h a t s i z e , 
d e n s i t y , and h e t e r o g e n e i t y a r e t h e 
d e t e r m i n a n t s of an u r b a n c u l t u r e 
and s u b s e q u e n t l y of a t h e o r y of 
s p a c e . F u r t h e r , t h e b a s i c 
d i s t i n c t i o n b e t w e e n c i t y a n d 
c o u n t r y i s r e j e c t e d because they 
a r e both w i t h i n t h e same s o c i a l 
scheme, namely c a p i t a l i s m . The 
r u r a l c o m m u n i t y , d e s c r i b e d by 
Chicago an th ropo log i s t R e d f i e l d as 
sma l l , homogeneous, and without the 
a l i e n a t i n g pa tho log ies of the c i t y , 
cannot be accepted . In t h i s review 
C a s t e l l s i s in one sense t e l l i n g us 
nothing new. Raymond Wi l l i ams has 
s u c c e s s f u l l y d e a l t w i t h t h e 
c i t y / c o u n t r y i s s u e , and Oscar Lewis 
nea r ly t h i r t y years ago c h a l l e n g e d 
R e d f i e l d . C a s t e l l s ' p o i n t , 
h o w e v e r , i s t o a t t a c k t h e 
n a t u r a l i s t i c b a s i s of C h i c a g o , t o 
t u r n u s t o w a r d a s o c i a l v i e w , 
toward a c c e p t a n c e of c o l l e c t i v e 
c o - o p e r a t i v e a c t i o n , p a r t i c u l a r l y 
c l a s s a c t i o n , something i m p o s s i b l e 
o r d i f f i c u l t i n a c i t y of 
d i s a s s o c i a t e d c o m p e t i t i v e 
i n d i v i d u a l s . Perhaps, however , by 
d o w n p l a y i n g s i z e , d e n s i t y a n d 
h e t e r o g e n e i t y , he t e n d s t o deny 
spatial ques t ions prime importance. 
A c c e s s i s p r i m a r i l y a s o c i a l 
q u e s t i o n and only s e c o n d a r i l y a 
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s p a t i a l i s s u e . S o m e 
s p a t i a l l y - o r i e n t e d M a r x i s t 
geographers and planners r e v i e w i n g 
h i s work b e l i e v e he shou ld a c c o r d 
equal s t a t u s to t h e s p a t i a l as an 
" o b j e c t " of c o n c e r n . I n d e e d , 
C a s t e l l s seems to d i s l i k e (or d i d ) 
the word city3 thus c o n t r i b u t i n g 
to the t ang l ing up in UQ. 

The second point i s c o l l e c t i v e 
consumption. In Monopolville under 
corpora te c a p i t a l i s m , urban l i f e i s 
d e f i n e d p r i m a r i l y by consumpt ion 
r a t h e r t h a n by p r o d u c t i o n . 
C a s t e l l s i s s h i f t i n g M a r x i s t 
t h o u g h t s t r o n g l y t o t h e 
" r e p r o d u c t i v e " f r o m t h e 
" p r o d u c t i v e " s p h e r e . Under t h i s 
n e w u r b a n m o d e l s o c i a l 
i n t e r c o n n e c t i o n s a r e s t r o n g e r , 
whe the r p e o p l e l i k e t h i s or n o t , 
t e n d i n g t o w a r d r i g i d i t y a n d 
s t a n d a r d i z a t i o n , and as a c o h e r e n t 
w h o l e b e c o m i n g "a c o m p l e t e l y 
t o t a l i t a r i a n un ive r se" (CCP, p . 
3 3 ) . T h u s , " r u l e d by t h e 
c e n t r a l i z e d power of a f a r - a w a y 
m a c h i n e , " M o n o p o l v i l l e i s 
o p p r e s s i v e but a l s o l o a d e d w i t h 
c o n t r a d i t i o n s . H o u s i n g , u r b a n 
t r a n s p o r t , e d u c a t i o n , and h e a l t h 
w i l l become m o r e i n e q u i t a b l y 
d i s t r i b u t e d , and an i s s u e i n one 
s e c t o r a f f e c t s t h e o t h e r s i n t h e 
urban scene. 

A l t h o u g h I can a g r e e t h a t 
i n e q u a l i t y i s always a d a n g e r , t h e 
term " c o l l e c t i v e consumpt ion" i s 
bothersome for two reasons . F i r s t , 
production of wealth i s s t i l l a 
major a t t r i b u t e of c i t i e s d e s p i t e 
t h e o b v i o u s i m p o r t a n c e of 
r e s t a u r a n t s , d a y c a r e , a n d 
p ro fe s s iona l s p o r t s . The problem 
for Marxists (and f o r many o t h e r s 
t oo , on the r i gh t as we l l as l e f t ) 
i s w h e t h e r p e o p l e w o r k i n g i n 
r e s t a u r a n t s a r e a c t u a l l y 
p r o d u c t i v e . Are a g r i c u l t u r e and 
m a n u f a c t u r i n g t h e o n l y s p h e r e s 
p r o d u c i n g w e a l t h ? Are academics 

p r o d u c t i v e ? Sometimes we d o u b t 
t h i s , of c o u r s e ! Yet we m u s t 
b e l i e v e s o ; o t h e r w i s e how can we 
c l a i m any r i g h t s ? My s e c o n d 
problem i s whether consumption t i e s 
down e v e r y t h i n g t h a t i s n o t 
p r o d u c t i v e . Sex between lovers and 
worship for t h o s e s t i l l r e l i g i o u s 
i n a s e r i ous way are hard t o reduce 
t o consumption, c o l l e c t i v e a c t i o n s 
though they may b e . S i m i l a r l y , 
community movements canno t e a s i l y 
be thus c h a r a c t e r i z e d . 

Thi rd , t h e s t a t e has s t e p p e d 
more and more i n t o t h e r e s o l u t i o n 
of c o n t r a d i c t i o n s t h rough what we 
c a l l p l ann ing . Obviously C a s t e l l s 
i s c o r r e c t h e r e . From p i e c e m e a l 
i n t e r e s t in t r a f f i c c o n g e s t i o n and 
p u b l i c t r a n s p o r t , we now w i t n e s s 
comprehensive planning of l a n d use 
cover ing a l l a spec t s of u rban l i f e 
and u r b a n l i v i n g . C a s t e l l s s ee s 
p lanning as a p o l i t i c a l ma t t e r , and 
t h e r e f o r e recognizes tha t immediate 
p o l i t i c a l concerns can s u b v e r t t h e 
p lanners who p r e f e r to bel ieve they 
a r e o p e r a t i n g n e u t r a l l y a n d 
t e c h n i c a l l y r a t h e r t h a n 
p o l i t i c a l l y . P l a n n e r s , as o t h e r s 
h a v e a l s o s a i d , h a v e b e c o m e 
m e d i a t o r s a m o n g i n t e r e s t s , 
i n t e r e s t s t h a t a r e n o t e q u a l l y 
balanced among t h o s e w i t h c a p i t a l 
and those w i thou t . 

Four th , c o n f l i c t s c o n t i n u e to 
a r i s e so t h e p o l i t i c i z a t i o n of 
urban l i f e , of neighbourhood l i f e , 
appea r s . Very c l e a r l y i n f l u e n c e d 
by the events of May 1968 i n P a r i s 
and r e s iden t s* a c t i o n s elsewhere in 
the western w o r l d , C a s t e l l s l o a d s 
g r ea t value on the urban movements 
d e a l i n g w i t h q u e s t i o n s of 
c o n s u m p t i o n , of r e p r o d u c t i o n , 
r a t h e r more than those of t h e shop 
f l o o r . The s o c i a l movements a t 
b e s t a r e not r e f o r m i s t nor p a r t y 
based; they seek to t r a n s f o r m t h e 
urban consumption system, to c r e a t e 
" p e r t i n e n t e f f e c t s i n t h e power 
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r e l a t i o n s " (Î/Q, p . 3 4 8 ) . He 
a n a l y z e s t h e s u c c e s s e s and f a i l u r e 
i n S a n t i a g o , P a r i s , and M o n t r e a l i n 
t h e e a r l y 1 9 7 0 s . As i n s o c i o l o g y 
g e n e r a l l y , he u s e s t y p o l o g i e s , h e r e 
b a s e d o n k i n d s o f d e m a n d s , 
r e s p o n s e s , and s u c c e s s e s / f a i l u r e s . 
C e r t a i n l y , though o p t i m i s t i c a b o u t 
l o c a l movements , he i s w i l l i n g t o 
c r i t i c i z e them. 

I n CCP a c h a p t e r i s devo ted 
t o e n v i r o n m e n t a l m o v e m e n t s . H i s 
u n c e r t a i n c o n c l u s i o n - " t h e f i g h t 
f o r t h e e n v i r o n m e n t i n t h e U n i t e d 
S t a t e s w i l l e i t h e r r e m a i n a v a s t 
m y s t i f i c a t i o n u n d e r t a k i n g , o r 
become a power fu l l e v e r of c h a n g e " 
( p . 1 6 6 ) - w h i l e u n d o u b t e d l y 
c o r r e c t p o i n t s t o a f u n d a m e n t a l 
d i f f i c u l t y I see i n c u r r e n t M a r x i s t 
work (and o t h e r s t o o ! ) . How a r e we 
a b l e t o h a n d l e t h e " l a n d " q u e s t i o n ? 
Seeming ly , we c a n n o t h a n d l e i t a s 
e a s i l y a s t h e " l a b o u r " q u e s t i o n , 
n o t t h a t t h e s e c a n be s e p a r a t e d 
c l e a n l y , n o r i n d e e d c a n t h e y be 
s e p a r a t e d from t h e g r e a t e s t of t h e 
t h r e e i n o u r p r e s e n t s y s t e m , 
c a p i t a l , b e c a u s e t h e y c a n 
s u b s t i t u t e f o r one a n o t h e r , a n d 
c e r t a i n r e a l i t i e s c a n t a k e o n 
d i f f e r e n t f a c e s . The c i t y c a n be 
v i e w e d f r o m t h e p o i n t of v i e w of 
a l l t h r e e s e p a r a t e l y a n d 
s i m u l t a n e o u s l y . To a v o i d a t a n g l e , 
l e t me r educe t h e l a b o u r q u e s t i o n 
t o c l a s s s i g n i f y i n g d i v i s i o n s among 
p e o p l e , t h e l and q u e s t i o n t o p l a c e 
o r n a t i o n . H i s t o r i c a l l y , t h e 
M a r x i s t p r e o c c u p a t i o n has been w i t h 
l a b o u r and on t h e c l a s s s t r u g g l e . 
Y e t i t i s o b v i o u s , f o r e x a m p l e , 
t h a t E . P . Thompson i s t a l k i n g a b o u t 
t h e making of t h e English work ing 
c l a s s and t h a t t h e p e o p l e i n C h i n a 
f e e l t h e y a r e n o t o n l y " r e d " b u t 
C h i n e s e , a s e n s e of c o l l e c t i v i t y 
a n t e d a t i n g 1 9 4 9 . Now C a s t e l l s 
t a l k s of t h e c i t y i n t e r m s of 
c o l l e c t i v e c o n s u m p t i o n ; t h e r e f o r e 
i n r e a l i t y t h e p l a c e q u e s t i o n , 
n e i g h b o u r h o o d s , c o m m u n i t i e s , and 

t h e l i k e become f a r more i m p o r t a n t 
t h a n i n t r a d i t i o n a l Marxism ( t h o u g h 
Marx h i m s e l f w a s m o r e s u b t l e ) . 
T h u s , I d o n T t b e l i e v e C a s t e l l s c a n 
r e a l l y make a c l e a r d i s t i n c t i o n 
b e t w e e n r e f o r m i s t a n d r a d i c a l 
m o v e m e n t s w h e n i t c o m e s t o t h e 
u r b a n e n v i r o n m e n t . When t h e l e f t 
comes t o power , i t has to d e a l w i t h 
t h e w h o l e c o m m u n i t y n o t j u s t 
r e p r e s e n t t h e w o r k i n g c l a s s . 
U l t i m a t e l y , i f M a r x i s t s hope f o r 
t h e c l a s s l e s s s o c i e t y , t h e n 
e v e r y o n e would p a r t i c i p a t e . C l a s s 
i s s u e s r ema in and may become more 
s e r i o u s ; y e t l a n d , p l a c e , a n d , 
i n d e e d , community q u e s t i o n s a r e i n 
t h e l a s t a n a l y s i s more f u n d a m e n t a l . 
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The Usable Urban Past: 
Planning and Politics in the Modern 
Canadian City i s a major a d d i t i o n 
t o t h e s t u d y of N o r t h A m e r i c a n 
u r b a n i z a t i o n . The t h i r t e e n e s s a y s 
a r e t h o r o u g h l y r e s e a r c h e d , w e l l 
w r i t t e n , a n d c o g e n t l y a r g u e d . 
M o r e o v e r , t h e u n i f o r m l y h i g h 
q u a l i t y of t h e c o n t r i b u t i o n s p o i n t s 
t o t h e e x e m p l a r y s t a t e of u r b a n 
r e s e a r c h i n C a n a d a , w h i c h , on a 
p r o p o r t i o n a t e b a s i s and w i t h t h e 
e x c e p t i o n o f Q u e b e c a n d t h e 
M a r i t i m e s , i s more o r g a n i z e d a n d 
advanced t h a n t h a t of G r e a t B r i t a i n 
and t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s ( d e s p i t e t h e 
o b l i g a t o r y c a v e a t i n t h e e d i t o r s 1 

i n t r o d u c t i o n a b o u t t h e s o r r y s t a t e 
of Canad ian u r b a n h i s t o r i o g r a p h y ) . 
F i n a l l y , The Usable Urban Past h a s 
a u n i t y a n d a c o h e r e n c e u s u a l l y 


