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Introduction 

Steven High /Photographs by David W. Lewis 

Historian Rosemary Ommer gave the W. Stewart MacNutt 
Memorial Lecture at the University of New Brunswick in 1993, a 
year after the collapse of groundfish stocks had led the federal 
government to issue fishing moratoria in Atlantic Canada. It was 
entitled "One Hundred Years of Fishery Crises in Newfoundland." 
As a historian of the fishery and a resident of St. John's, Ommer 
used this occasion to grapple with the meaning of the dire eco­
nomic crisis now facing Newfoundlanders and to reflect on the 
historian's role in the societal search for answers. What can the 
historian offer, she asked? A first step, Ommer told the audience, 
was for scholars to understand the crisis and provide insight into 
what went wrong: "We must trace where it came from, we must 
ask why it was not foreseen and prevented, and we must seek 
out the most useful approach to a solution for the future. In so 
doing, we will need to be aware of the implicit ideologies, beliefs 
and pressures that underlie the thinking of the policy makers 
of the day."1 A second step was to ensure that the "historical 
record" that was already being marshalled in support of one 
political position or another was not distorted beyond recogni­
tion. A steady stream of studies has since appeared on the crisis 
in the Atlantic fisheries.2 

Having grown up in Northwestern Ontario, I understand the 
sentiments expressed by Rosemary Ommer all too well. Once 
known as "New Ontario," a mythic land of infinite wealth and 
promise, Northern Ontario is now associated with hard times, 
out-migration, and the "old economy."3 The region's resource-
based economy is in a prolonged state of crisis. Tens of thou­
sands of jobs have vanished in recent years as sawmills, paper 
mills, mines, railway shops, and grain terminal elevators have 
closed. This special issue, the first to explore deindustrialization 
within the Canadian context, attempts to do two things. First, it 
brings together scholars researching industrial restructuring on 
Canada's resource periphery and those focusing on the indus­
trial core. The Call for Papers also explicitly invited researchers 
investigating tourism and retail—two sectors of the economy 
not normally associated with deindustrialization. The second 
aim is to have Canadian scholars engage more directly with the 
international scholarship. One of the basic characteristics of the 
American literature in particular is its cultural approach to the 
study of catastrophic economic change. Deindustrialization is 
about more than economics: it is a cultural drama of people and 
communities in transition, changes in the built environment and 
the politics of place. 

When a major mine or mill goes down, or when the fish are gone 
as a result of government mismanagement, workers and local 
communities stand to "lose the social structure their collective 
integrity depends on"; people who "once stood at the centre of 
things now seem out of place."4 What are the social and eco­
nomic effects of mine, mill, and factory closures? What has job 
loss meant to people, place, and nation? How have Canadian 
workers and their unions responded to industrial restructuring? 
In what ways did mine or mill closings undermine community 
identity and place attachment? How have lost industries been 

remembered and commemorated? How have museum curators, 
artists, and novelists told these stories? What are the politics 
of deindustrialization? In exploring these and other questions, 
the contributors to this special issue of Urban History Review/ 
Revue d'histoire urbaine have sought to ascertain how dein­
dustrialization shaped Canada's urban and social history. One 
would be hard pressed to find a more under-researched topic in 
Canadian history than urban decline and revitalization.5 

The six authors contributing to this volume exemplify the wide 
range of possible approaches to the study of deindustrialization 
and its meaning. They approach the subject from multiple angles 
and adopt varying scales, from local case studies to larger multi-
local and trans-local studies. For example, whereas historian 
Katharine Rollwagen provides a close reading of community 
and worker responses to mine closures in the British Columbia 
mining town of Britannia Beach, historian Dimitry Anastakis 
examines the resilience of Ontario's auto industry from a broad 
public policy perspective. Atlantic Canada is well represented 
in this special issue by geographer Robert Summerby-Murray's 
study of vernacular industrial heritage in two Nova Scotia coal­
mining towns and by sociologist Jim Overton's enquiry into the 
post-moratorium politics of community economic development 
in Newfoundland. The declining fortunes of small-town Manitoba 
are explored by public historian and curator Sharon Reilly in 
relation to a permanent museum exhibit. In fact, the largest 
urban centre to feature in this volume is Victoria, BC, which 
experienced the shift from manufacturing to tourism and retail in 
the early twentieth century. In his contribution, historian Michael 
Dawson examines how deindustrialization propelled the store 
hours debate in Victoria and steered the town toward catering to 
tourists. Tourism looms large in several of the studies, as does 
the concept of community. The series of photographs of aban­
doned industrial sites taken by David W. Lewis, included here, 
suggest an emerging aesthetic of deindustrialization based on 
the notion of the sublime.6 These ruins make us pause, reflect 
and remember. Taken as a whole, the authors ask us to widen 
our vision of what deindustrialization means and point to exciting 
new theoretical directions for the study of industrial change.7 

To be sure, the authors' focus on small-town Canada represents 
a clear break from the prevailing focus on large metropolitan 
cities in urban history. A survey of Urban History Review/Revue 
d'histoire urbaine since its inception in 1972 finds a growing 
concentration on the metropolitan centres of Montreal, Toronto, 
and Vancouver, and on second-tier cities such as Ottawa, 
Calgary, and Edmonton. In the last decade, only a handful of 
articles have appeared in these pages on smaller urban centres. 
This was not always the case. Back in the 1970s and 1980s, 
this journal and the classic anthologies edited by Gilbert Stelter 
and Alan F. J. Artibise were filled with articles about resource 
towns on Canada's periphery.8 Urban historians of the day were 
encouraged to look beyond big cities by proponents of the 
"metropolitan thesis" and the "heartland-hinterland" framework, 
which emphasized inter-urban relationships rather than 
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intra-urban ones.9 Our return to smaller urban centres is thus both 
an acknowledgement of the continued importance of the resource 
sector in Canada (46 per cent of Canada's total exports were 
either raw or processed natural resources in 2001) and a recogni­
tion that the meanings derived from economic change in the core 
and on the periphery are not necessarily the same. 

In this regard, I take my cue as guest editor from three scholars 
associated with the "new economic geography" who recently 
argued that the debate over industrial restructuring is bound by 
a "discourse that is rooted in the experience of industrial cores, 
old and new. An economic geography dominated by post-
industrial, service-oriented economies has no interest in what is 
perceived as 'old fashioned' resource geography."10 For Roger 
Hayter, Trevor J. Barnes, and Michael J. Bradshaw, globalization 
"has different meanings, implications and history for resource 
peripheries than for cores."11 The same point can and should be 
made about deindustrialization. As a result, this special issue 
aims to bring resource-dependent towns, the state, and tour­
ism more fully into the international debate over the politics and 
meaning of industrial restructuring and deindustrialization.12 

In recent years, the study of mill and factory closures has been 
something of a growth industry in the United States. Recent 
monographs by Jefferson Cowie, Sherry Lee Linkon and John 
Russo, Lisa Fine, Jefferson Cowie and Joseph Heathcott, 
Thomas Sugrue, and many others, have much to tell us about 
the social effects of deindustrialization, its politics and represen­
tation, as well as its economics.13 To date, the study of "deindus­
trialization"—defined by Barry Bluestone and Bennett Harrison 
as "a widespread, systematic disinvestment in the nation's 
productive capacity"14—has focused almost exclusively on 
manufacturing and basic steel. As a result, we now know a great 
deal about industrial restructuring and community abandonment 
in auto, steel, rubber, textiles, and electrical products. Many of 
the hardest-hit towns and cities in the Rust Belt now have their 
own urban biographer. Place names like Kenosha, Flint, Detroit, 
Youngstown, and Homestead have become synonymous with 
the ravages of creative destruction and, in so doing, have acted 
to confirm the popular belief that we live in a post-industrial era. 

Resource towns, by contrast, have been terra incognita for 
scholars of deindustrialization in the United States. Only one 
of the thirteen essays included in Jefferson Cowie and Joseph 
Heathcott's path-breaking edited volume, Beyond the Ruins: 
The Meaning of Deindustrialization (2003), for example, deals 
with a resource-dependent town. Yet, even there, the focus of 
the piece is on Anaconda, Montana, a town that lost its copper 
refinery—not a mine. With few exceptions, "deindustrialization" 
has been applied almost exclusively to core economic sectors 
(employing mainly men, I might add), usually located in heart­
land regions.15 It is as though the meaning of deindustrializa­
tion precludes the study of peripheral resource towns of single 
industry. Industrial restructuring and economic crisis in mining, 
forestry, fishing, and transportation have thus been left to others. 

The bifurcation of the scholarly literature is due—at least in 

part—to two explanatory frameworks that structure our under­
standing of economic change at the core and on the periphery. 
In the first instance, industrial decline in the heartland has been 
understood in terms of the life course metaphor: a linear slide 
into industrial oblivion and, perhaps, economic rebirth as a new 
post-industrial space. Not surprisingly, the meanings derived 
from these changes were contested. While enthusiasts heralded 
the rise of a new post-industrial era, critics argued that capital 
divestment led to the death of industry and the destruction of 
community.16 By contrast, the meaning of economic change 
in the resource sector is premised on the idea that the nor­
mal economic cycle on the periphery is one of extremes. The 
dependence of resource towns on staples exports makes them 
vulnerable to changing prices and market demand on the one 
hand and resource exhaustion on the other. The "boom and 
bust" metaphor thus encloses and structures our understanding 
of economic change in the resource hinterland. 

What both explanatory frameworks share, however, is an empha­
sis on the loss of local control and a sense of inevitability about 
economic change. "Booms, busts, dependence, exploitation 
and vulnerability are recurrent themes of resource peripheries," 
but these themes now resonate in the core as well.17 It turns out 
that many of the industrial cities of the North American heartland 
were, in fact, towns of single industry masquerading as some­
thing more stable and lasting. A more flexible understanding of 
deindustrialization is therefore in order. 

It is perhaps due to the continued importance of Canada's 
resource sector that the study of deindustrialization has not 
taken hold here to the extent that it has south of the Canada-
U.S. border. Rianne Mahon's 1984 book, The Politics of 
Industrial Restructuring: Canadian Textiles (1984), is perhaps 
the earliest example, followed by J. Paul Grayson's Corporate 
Strategy and Plant Closures: The SKF Experience (1985), Jane 
Jenson and Rianne Mahon's anthology, The Challenge of 
Restructuring: North American Labor Movements Respond 
(1993), David Sobel and Susan Meurer's Working at Inglis: The 
Life and Death of a Canadian Factory (1994), and my own cross-
national comparative study, Industrial Sunset: The Making of 
North America's Rust Belt (2003).™ Unlike U.S.-based authors 
who have adopted a binary between local community and 
non-local capital, Canadian scholars have juxtaposed Canadian 
(or Quebec) workers against American bosses.19 Though this 
nationalist line surfaces occasionally in the papers that follow in 
this special issue, it is not the controlling idea in any of them.20 

While the few Canadian scholars who have adopted the "dein­
dustrialization" framework have focused mainly on the Montreal-
Windsor corridor, there is an extensive scholarship on restruc­
turing and resistance on the periphery. The resource town is 
the "backbone" of staples production in Canada.21 In his classic 
1971 study of Canada's towns of single industry, sociologist Rex 
Lucas presented them as "twentieth century products of an age 
of industry and technology." The inhabitants of these "communi­
ties of today" were cast by Lucas as "men, women, and children 
of the twentieth century."22 Rex Lucas may still be right in his 
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assessment, but not in the way that he probably meant in 1971. 
Much has changed in the ensuing decades. Whereas primary 
resource industries such as mining, forestry, farming, and fishing 
employed 1.1 million Canadians in 1951, that number has 
declined to just 868,000 in 1991.23 It has fallen further since then. 
In overall employment, the percentage of Canadians making 
their living in the primary sector fell from 21.3 per cent to just 6.1 
during the same period. It should therefore come as no surprise 
that resource-dependent towns have faced tough times since 
Lucas wrote his book. The literatures on forestry,24 mining,25 

and fishing26 are particularly extensive, although little has been 
produced by historians. 

If the contributors to this special issue ask us to widen our defini­
tion of deindustrialization to include resource industries on the 

periphery, they also invite us to revise our understanding of the 
timing of deindustrialization. Deindustrialization, as a concept, 
was a product of a specific time and place. It emerged first as an 
explanatory framework in the early 1970s when left-nationalists in 
Canada's New Democratic Party sought to blame plant closings 
on U.S.-controlled companies. For them, American companies 
closed branch plants in Canada in order to keep factories running 
at home. By the early 1980s, a variant of the "deindustrialization 
thesis" had taken hold in the United States, popularized by Barry 
Bluestone and Bennett Harrison in their influential book, The 
Deindustrialization of America. In this American formulation, dein­
dustrialization pitted local communities against outside capital. 
"At the root of all of this is a fundamental struggle between capital 
and community," wrote Bluestone and Harrison in 1982.21 
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The origin of deindustrialization (the concept) in the political 
debates of the 1970s and 1980s has led some scholars to treat 
it as an era rather than as a continuing process. Most studies, to 
date, are focused on the 1970s and 1980s—a period marked 
by mill and factory closings on a massive scale.28 It is therefore 
notable that half of the contributors to this special issue focus 
on earlier times. For Michael Dawson, "one needs to break free 
from the traditional understanding of the timing and impact of 
deindustrialization." The notion that the postwar era was a time 
of labour stability and worker prosperity is similarly challenged 
by Katharine Rollwagen in her contribution. Both authors argue 
that time-bound notions of deindustrialization lend themselves to 
linear thinking about "stages of development." Because capital­
ism is never stationary, constantly creating the new and inces­
santly destroying the old, its path is not predetermined. 

The politics of deindustrialization is a central theme running 
through all of the articles in this issue. Dozens of auto assem­
bly plants in the United States closed in the 1970s and 1980s, 
leaving auto towns like Detroit and Flint devastated. Detroit lost 
180,000 auto jobs in a mere seven years. Yet the auto indus­
try in Canada, concentrated in southern Ontario, was largely 
insulated from this upheaval. Not a single auto assembly plant 
closed between 1969 and 1984. To the contrary, assembly 
plants were actually built during this troubled period. In his 
fascinating contribution to this volume, Dimitry Anastakis asks 
why the Rust Belt didn't cross the border into Canada. Why 
didn't Windsor become another Flint, Michigan? Anastakis looks 
for answers to these important questions in the Chrysler bailout 
of 1979-1980, when the governments of the United States and 
Canada intervened to save the company with loan guarantees. 
In doing so, he finds that state actors—and not "nationalistic 
worker agency" as I have argued elsewhere—were responsible. 
The 1965 auto pact and its attendant agreements on Canadian 
content and production had given the Canadian government a 
supervisory role in the industry. It was therefore used to having 
a say in the investment decisions of the Big Three automak­
ers. When Chrysler came calling for help, the federal govern­
ment naturally tied its financial support to employment and new 
investment. The U.S. Congress, by contrast, insisted on stiff 
union wage and benefit concessions before it would act. These 
contrasting approaches are telling. Dimitry Anastakis convinc­
ingly concludes with the point that the bailout did not signal the 
emergence of a Canadian Rust Belt but rather an "industrial 
sunrise" in this country. He credits state actors in Canada for this 
continental divide. 

If state actors stopped the Rust Belt in its tracks at the border 
crossing between Windsor and Detroit, as Anastakis argues, the 
state was not so proactive in other parts of Canada. The federal 
government, for example, bears at least some responsibility 
(and many would argue a lot more than some) for the collapse of 
the Newfoundland cod fishery. More than half of the province's 
200 fish plants were closed and dozens of coastal villages lost 
their economic livelihood. James Overton's provocative piece 
raises important questions about community economic devel-
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opment and heritage tourism in his examination of the politics 
of deindustrialization that followed the fishing moratoria. For 
him, the "promotion of a 'community' approach to social and 
economic development policy was part of an attempt to shift 
responsibility for dealing with the crisis away from the federal 
and provincial governments." In effect, Newfoundland Premier 
Clyde Wells responded to the crisis by radically downsizing the 
state via privatization, deregulation, spending cuts, and "reform" 
to social policy. These "scorched earth" tactics resulted in a 
second wave of job loss. 

It was in this political context, then, that "community economic 
development" and its child, "outport archaeology" (defined by 
Overton as community-sponsored projects funded by gov­
ernment that used local labour to develop sites), took hold in 
Newfoundland. Tourism was held up as a viable economic 
alternative to lost industry. Touting tourism may have raised 
morale for a time but did nothing for the long-term sustainability 
of coastal communities. Archaeological developments at L'Anse-
aux-Meadows (developed in the mid-1960s) and Ferryland, 
as well as lesser-known sites at Port aux Choix and Red Bay, 
Labrador, have failed to fill the economic vacuum. The mantra 
of "community economic development" was, for James Overton, 
little more than ideological cover for the neo-liberal agenda. 

The close attention given to state actors by Anastakis and 
Overton represents a break from the localism of the scholarship 
in the United States. There, the politics of deindustrialization is 
largely played out on a local stage.29 Yet a locally based study 
need not be locally bound, as Katharine Rollwagen demon­
strates in her article on Brittania Beach, BC. Copper mining 
began in this quintessential company town, located forty-eight 
kilometres north of Vancouver, in 1905 and continued until the 
mine's closure in 1974. Rollwagen interrogates the mine work­
ers' response to the threatened closure of the mine in 1958 and 
again in 1964. She argues that it was the workers' "sense of 
community" that determined their response to each announce­
ment. In the first instance, employee loyalty to the British Mining 
and Smelting Company, the longstanding operator of the mine, 
and local social divisions between married miners and unmar­
ried ones, dampened opposition and resulted in the quiescence 
of the Mine Mill local union. When the U.S.-based corporate 
giant Anaconda reopened the mine, residents' view of their com­
munity changed. Workers therefore responded defiantly when 
Anaconda subsequently threatened to close the mine during a 
labour dispute, appealing to local and national communities of 
identification. Both rhetorical strategies broadened the struggle 
and mobilized political support in Britannia Beach and across 
Canada. The miners' appeal to Canadian nationalism shows 
that economic nationalism was not confined to Ontario, as some 
would have it. 

While the state can use the mantle of "community" to justify the 
downloading of financial obligations and responsibilities to local­
ities, as Overton finds, and community can be used by workers 
to unite local people and Canadians against outside capital, as 
Rollwagen posits, it was also a matter of political contestation. 
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Who spoke on behalf of community? In whose interests would 
the rhetoric of community serve most? These questions lie at the 
heart of Michael Dawson's study of post-industrial Victoria, BC. 
Like Overton's study of "outport archaeology," Dawson chooses 
an unlikely window through which to peer into the politics of 
deindustrialization: the retail store hours debate. Given the 
increasing dependence of the city on tourist dollars, the future 
of the traditional half-day mid-week retail holiday was a matter 
of fierce debate in the first half of the twentieth century. To what 
extent must Victoria's retail merchants and workers cater to the 
needs of tourists? The debate reveals a community's "divided 
response" to deindustrialization. As Dawson reminds us, dein­
dustrialization not only pitted local "community" against outside 
"capital," but pitted local residents against each another. 

Several authors also discuss the relationships among industrial 
heritage, memory, and place identity.30 Frequently initiated in the 
immediate aftermath of mine, mill, or factory closures, industrial 
heritage projects promise jobs and a sense of security. Place 
identity need not change: mining towns can continue to be min­

ing towns. Sometimes in the scramble to find ways to revitalize 
hard-hit areas, civic officials agree to ill-conceived schemes 
that end disastrously. Film-maker Michael Moore, for example, 
famously lampooned the millions invested in a luxury hotel and 
auto-themed amusement park in Flint, Michigan. There is also 
the question of what will happen to former industrial buildings. 
Should they be torn down? Converted to other uses? Preserved? 

In thinking about place identity, Robert Summerby-Murray 
explores the "connections workers have to place and the crea­
tion of geographies of identity." He does this by interrogating 
the meaning of private commemorations found in the front yards 
of residents in the former mining towns of Springhill and River 
Hebert-Joggins in Cumberland County, Nova Scotia. What 
people choose to place in their front yards is significant, he sug­
gests. Why did the Hurley family, for example, build and erect 
a 1.2 metre silhouette of a miner in their yard? What is com­
municated by the coal car filled with flowers in the front yard of 
another Springhill home? Why did chainsaw artist Bruce Hébert 
carve a life-sized sculpture of a miner and place it in his yard? 
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What did these residents hope to communicate? Who were 
they? To answer these questions, Summerby-Murray knocked 
on people's doors and asked them. In doing so, he found that 
the display of historic artifacts and iconic symbols of the mining 
past was one way ordinary people—many of them former miners 
or with deep family connections to the mining past—displayed 
individual pride in the history of mining, while at the same time 
reinforcing local identity and asserting community membership. 
Summerby-Murray expected to find a narrative of resistance, 
too, but did not. Personal industrial heritage is thus "consonant 
with rather than resistant to a public industrial heritage discourse 
that seeks to commodity, romanticize, sanitize, and memorialize." 
What is an "authentic" expression of an individual or a commu­
nity and what is commodity is not always clear. 

The counterpoint to Overton and Summerby-Murray is Sharon 
Reilly's public history essay on the making of the Manitoba 
Museum's Parklands / Mixed Woods Gallery and the curato­
rial team's handling of the twin themes of industrialization and 
deindustrialization in southern Manitoba. As curator, Reilly 
sought to preserve the memory of industry and labour in a part 
of Manitoba that is not commonly associated with small-scale 
manufacturing. Wanting an artifact-rich exhibit, Reilly built this 
part of the exhibit around the fragments of material culture that 
were available: an unusual spinning wheel, green glass bever­
age bottles, and woollen sweaters. These artifacts led the cura­
torial team to do field work and archival research on the Leary 
Brickworks in Roseisle, Manitoba Glass in Beausejour, and Mary 
Maxim (woollens) in Sifton. What is particularly interesting about 
Reilly's essay is that she allies herself with the aging cohort of 
volunteers in the small museums of southern Manitoba who 
"struggle to preserve and pass on their local history." For Reilly, it 
is their story that is being exhibited in the Manitoba Museum. 

This bottom-up view of industrial heritage runs counter to much 
of what Overton and Summerby-Murray argue in this issue. For 
them, industrial heritage discourse is driven by the practical 
desire to create jobs. But what sort of financial gain might the 
Manitoba Museum anticipate by recovering the industrial history 
of southern Manitoba? I suspect very little. Does its absence 
make the story being told there any more "authentic" than the 
miners museum in Springhill, Nova Scotia? If the absence of 
commercial motive is going to be the measure, where does that 
leave deindustrialized places? In our effort to critically engage 
with industrial heritage tourism, do we risk creating an opposi­
tion between commercially tainted local heritage projects on 
the one hand and untainted non-local ones on the other? The 
danger, here, of course, is that we fall into the trap of assuming 
that history can be told only at a distance. 

At its best, industrial heritage offers displaced industrial work­
ers validation. The permanent exhibition of the Ecomusée du 
Fier Monde in Montreal, for example, uses deindustrialization as 
the turning point around which it tells the story of the rise, death, 
and rebirth of the "Centre-Sud" neighbourhood.31 Likewise, the 
Workers Arts and Heritage Centre in Hamilton hosted important 
exhibitions on Studebaker and other closed factories.32 In the 

early 1990s, the Ontario NDP government provided funding to 
trade unions to preserve and interpret the industrial heritage of 
vanishing workplaces.33 There are a number of industrial muse­
ums across Canada that do the same, but from an employer's 
perspective.34 If the large number of popular history books 
exploring Canada's "lost" industrial heritage is any indication, 
public interest is high.35 

Conclusion 
The contributors to this special issue of Urban History Review/ 
Revue d'histoire urbaine take up the challenge of Jefferson 
Cowie and Joseph Heathcott who called on scholars to "rethink 
the chronology, memory, spatial relations, culture, and politics of 
what we have come to call 'deindustrialization.'"36 Their appeal 
to widen our understanding of deindustrialization informed my 
wording of the Call for Papers and clearly resonated with the 
contributors as well. Three points of similarity are evident. First, 
the contributors make the case that deindustrialization as a pro­
cess was evident long before it entered our collective vocabulary 
in the 1970s and 1980s. Half of the articles in this volume focus 
on economic change in earlier decades. If the usual chronology 
of industrial decline is called into question in this issue, a second 
point of similarity relates to the politics of tourism and industrial 
heritage in the aftermath of mine, mill, factory, and industry 
closures. As Kirk Savage observed in Beyond the Ruins, the 
deindustrialized landscape, "like a ruined battlefield that heals 
over, is ripe for commemoration."37 Much the same point is made 
here by Robert Summerby-Murray, James Overton, and Sharon 
Reilly. Finally, most of the authors of the articles that follow focus 
on deindustrialization's aftermath. 

If there are important similarities, the differences are also striking. 
First, there is a difference in scale. Whereas local case studies 
predominate south of the border, this special issue contains 
an equal number of local, multi-local, and trans-local stud­
ies. In part, this was the luck of the draw. But the papers do, I 
think, mirror the diversity of approaches that prevail in Canada. 
Another aspect to consider is the place of the state in the stories 
being told. State actors are at centre stage in two of the six 
papers in this special issue. Even when the contributors turn 
their attention to the local level, they present a nuanced under­
standing of the concept of community. "Community" is politically 
loaded, as we see in the papers by Overton, Rollwagen, and 
Dawson. Touting "community economic development" and herit­
age tourism as the way forward for hard-hit localities, Overton 
warns, is at best wishful thinking and at worst a way for govern­
ment to download responsibility at a time of economic crisis.38 

Finally, as this introduction has made clear, the papers bridge 
the divide between the study of deindustrialization in the core 
and on the periphery. 

Missing from our discussion, here, is the story that is unfolding 
in Canada's metropolitan cities. There is a great deal of public 
discussion surrounding industrial demolition, adaptive reuse, 
and preservation. In Montreal, for example, the fate of the grain 
terminal elevator that stands at the mouth of the Lachine Canal 
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(Silo #5) has generated a great deal of heated debate.39 The 
conversion of many of the old industrial buildings along the 
Lachine Canal into condominiums has likewise proved to be 
controversial. David Fennario's 2005 play Condoville, a sequel to 
his iconic 1979 play Balconville, explores some of the tensions 
surrounding these issues in Pointe Ste-Charles. While there has 
been some interesting research on gentrification in inner city 
areas, much more work needs to be done.40 The incorporation 
of the aesthetic of industry into landscapes of consumption in 
Winnipeg (The Forks), Toronto (The Distillery District), Montreal 
(Cité Multimedia) and elsewhere needs to be critically exam­
ined vis-à-vis deindustrialization. In what ways are changes to 
the urban landscape viewed and contested? How do they alter 
memory and attachment to place? Waterfront areas of major 
cities are particularly interesting in this regard. There is also the 
matter of the emerging aesthetics of deindustrialization. There 
are hundreds of websites dedicated to industrial ruins of every 
shape and size and any number of travel guides to the ghost 
town nearest you. Walk into any tourist shop on Water Street in 
St. John's and you can buy a photographic image or painting 
(usually of a house being moved) representing resettlement in 
the 1960s. How do we explain the appeal and commodification 

of abandonment? How have novelists, poets, songwriters, and 
playwrights represented these transformative changes? We have 
only begun to answer these questions. 
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