Les processus sociolinguistiques en Abkhazie
actuelle
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Abstract: Since the war of 1993 which resulted in the occupation and annexation of Abkhazia
by Russia, we are witnessing, in this part of the Georgia, the emergence of various sociolinguistic
processes that invert the status and role of languages for the benefit of the Russian language.
The project to transform a few Georgian-language schools preserved up to now in Abkhaz
language schools is impossible because of the lack of qualified teachers and of the fact that,
in these so-called Abkhaz language schools, all disciplines, except Abkhaz language and literature
are taught in Russian from the fifth grade. The occupation has changed the majority of toponyms
of Georgian origin in 5 districts by 19" century Russian toponyms in Gali, where the majority
of the population has always been Georgian, it became mandatory to transcribe Georgian
toponyms in any language according to the standards of the pronunciation of the Abkhaz
language. In order to change the ethnic identity of the Georgian population in Gali, they
were taught that their ancestors were supposedly Abkhazians and that it would be the Georgian
priests who have changed their names at the time of baptism.

Keywords: Abkhazia; language situation; language policy; language legislation; language of
instruction; Abkhaz schools; change of place names; mass media
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