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Abstract: Moslem Georgians emigrated in Anatolia (Marmara Sea and Black Sea regions)
in the period of the Russia-Turkey war of 1877-1878 from south-west historical-ethnographical
provinces.

In Turkey, the majority of non-assimilated, ethnic Georgians spoke the Georgian language
25-30 years ago and learnt Turkish at school. Today, the situation has changed among the
youth — they do not speak Georgian. Loss of the Georgian language to Turkish is caused
by the mass migration of Georgians from rural settlements to urban settings, schooling,
political factor, mass media, especially TV and mixed marriages.

The loss of the Georgian language among the Turkish Georgians does not signify their loss
of ethnic, due, in part to their sentiment of pride, the preservation of family relationships
and traditions, preservation of Georgians ethnicity and historical memory of which the main
figure is Queen Tamar.
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