
All Rights Reserved © Urban History Review / Revue d'histoire urbaine, 1980 Ce document est protégé par la loi sur le droit d’auteur. L’utilisation des
services d’Érudit (y compris la reproduction) est assujettie à sa politique
d’utilisation que vous pouvez consulter en ligne.
https://apropos.erudit.org/fr/usagers/politique-dutilisation/

Cet article est diffusé et préservé par Érudit.
Érudit est un consortium interuniversitaire sans but lucratif composé de
l’Université de Montréal, l’Université Laval et l’Université du Québec à
Montréal. Il a pour mission la promotion et la valorisation de la recherche.
https://www.erudit.org/fr/

Document généré le 25 avr. 2024 11:08

Urban History Review
Revue d'histoire urbaine

Nash, Gary B. The Urban Crucible: Social Change, Political
Consciousness, and The Origins of the American Revolution.
Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press, 1979. Pp. xix, 548.
Appendices, maps, index
Bruce C. Daniels

Volume 9, numéro 1, june 1980

URI : https://id.erudit.org/iderudit/1019356ar
DOI : https://doi.org/10.7202/1019356ar

Aller au sommaire du numéro

Éditeur(s)
Urban History Review / Revue d'histoire urbaine

ISSN
0703-0428 (imprimé)
1918-5138 (numérique)

Découvrir la revue

Citer ce compte rendu
Daniels, B. C. (1980). Compte rendu de [Nash, Gary B. The Urban Crucible: Social
Change, Political Consciousness, and The Origins of the American Revolution.
Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press, 1979. Pp. xix, 548. Appendices,
maps, index]. Urban History Review / Revue d'histoire urbaine, 9(1), 155–157.
https://doi.org/10.7202/1019356ar

https://apropos.erudit.org/fr/usagers/politique-dutilisation/
https://www.erudit.org/fr/
https://www.erudit.org/fr/
https://www.erudit.org/fr/revues/uhr/
https://id.erudit.org/iderudit/1019356ar
https://doi.org/10.7202/1019356ar
https://www.erudit.org/fr/revues/uhr/1980-v9-n1-uhr0892/
https://www.erudit.org/fr/revues/uhr/


155 

1900, a l t h o u g h h i s d i s c u s s i o n of 
the impact of cheap workmen1s t r a i n 
fa res on the growth of lower c l a s s 
suburbs, with t h e i r combina t ion of 
more space but a l so dreary d e s i g n , 
i s t h o u g h t f u l l y p r e s e n t e d . But 
b o t h W o h l a n d J o n e s p r o v e 
c o n c l u s i v e l y t h a t , more than any 
o t h e r i s s u e , t h e h o u s i n g c r i s i s 
revealed the i n a b i l i t y of c l a s s i c a l 
e c o n o m i c t h e o r y t o p r o v i d e 
so lu t ions to overcrowding and many 
o t h e r s o c i a l p r o b l e m s . U n l i k e 
Wohl, however, Jones l a m e n t s t h a t 
t h e h o u s i n g c r i s i s w a s n o t 
a l l e v i a t e d t h r o u g h a r i s e i n 
p r o l e t a r i a n c lass -consc iousness but 
only by the bureaucra t i c s t a t e and 
by t h e L o n d o n L a b o u r p a r t y 
"machine" of H e r b e r t M o r r i s o n . 
Occasional ly , Wohl r e v e a l s a l a c k 
of a u t h o r i t y i n t r a d i t i o n a l 
p o l i t i c a l h i s t o r y when he desc r ibes 
George Goschen, a ve ry i m p o r t a n t 
Unionist cabinet m i n i s t e r (1886 t o 
1892 and 1895 t o 1 9 0 0 ) , as h a v i n g 
d ied i n 1886. Wohl a l s o i s n o t 
completely accura te abou t , or f a i r 
t o , G l a d s t o n e . C e r t a i n l y he was 
n o t i n t e r e s t e d i n h o u s i n g 
l e g i s l a t i o n . Bu t he was n o t 
i n d i f f e r e n t t o s u f f e r i n g . Dr iven 
by a m i x t u r e of e v a n g e l i c a l z e a l 
and V i c t o r i a n s e x u a l r e p r e s s i o n , 
Gladstone often prowled the s t r e e t s 
of London1s dangerous a reas seeking 
to convince p r o s t i t u t e s to r e p e n t . 
C o n v i n c e d o f t h e t r u t h o f 
l a i s s e z - f a i r e theory , he could only 
hope t h a t t h e t e r r i b l e u r b a n 
c o n d i t i o n s h e s a w w o u l d b e 
a l l e v i a t e d t h r o u g h working c l a s s 
s e l f - h e l p f u e l e d by C h r i s t i a n 
r i g h t e o u s n e s s . Impr i soned by h i s 
i d e o l o g y and r e l y i n g so much on 
s e l f - h e l p , h e w a s f a r t o o 
o p t i m i s t i c . V i c t o r i a n u r b a n 
h i s t o r y needs to be w r i t t e n w i t h 
g r e a t e r knowledge of G l a d s t o n e 1 s 
p o l i t i c a l and m o r a l b e l i e f s . 
S i m i l a r l y , i n h i s r e f e r e n c e s t o 
Charles Booth and Seebohm Rowntree 
as s o c i a l i n v e s t i g a t o r s , he cou ld 

have p r o f i t t e d from E.P. Hennock f s 
i m p o r t a n t a r t i c l e on p o v e r t y and 
s o c i a l t h e o r y . * More s e r i o u s i s 
h i s f a i l u r e , sha red by J o n e s , to 
e x p l o r e , or even to h i n t a t , the 
poss ib l e l inks between the f a i l u r e 
to proceed with the recommendations 
of the Royal Commission on Housing 
and t h e Home Rule c r i s i s . T h a t 
c r i s i s o f 1 8 8 6 p r o d u c e d a 
g e o l o g i c a l s h i f t i n B r i t i s h 
p o l i t i c s , d i v e r t i n g , a r g u a b l y , 
e n e r g i e s from s o c i a l reform i n t o 
manoeuvrings to c r ea t e and maintain 
n e w p a r t y a l i g n m e n t s . 
Never the les s , Wohl has w r i t t e n an 
important work which i s e s s e n t i a l 
t o a l l s e r i o u s s t u d e n t s of 
Vic to r i an B r i t a i n . 

Richard Rempel 
Department of History 
McMaster University 
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The Progress ive i n t e r p r e t a t i o n 
of the American Revolut ion, thought 
t o be n e a r d e a t h d u r i n g t h e 
h e g e m o n y o f c o n s e n s u s 
h i s t o r i o g r a p h y i n t h e 1 9 5 0 s , 
recovered much of i t s h e a l t h a f t e r 
r e s u s c i t a t i o n by the New Left in 
the 1960s. With American s o c i e t y 
torn apar t by deep d i v i s i o n s over 
the poor, m i n o r i t y r i g h t s and the 
Vietnam imbrogl io , a pas t based on 
a sense of s h a r e d v a l u e s seemed 
sanguine to many h i s t o r i a n s and one 

* S e e E . P . H e n n o c k , " P o v e r t y 
and S o c i a l T h e o r y in E n g l a n d : T h e 
E x p e r i e n c e , o f t h e 1 8 8 0 s , " Social 
History, V o l . I ( 1 9 7 6 ) , pp . 
67-9 I . 
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b a s e d on e c o n o m i c , s o c i a l a n d 
p o l i t i c a l a n t a g o n i s m s s e e m e d 
r e a l i s t i c , Gary B. Nash h e l p e d 
r e v i v e t h e n o t i o n of c o n f l i c t 
p l a y i n g an i m p o r t a n t r o l e i n 
American d e v e l o p m e n t , and i n h i s 
p r e s e n t a n a l y s i s of economic and 
p o l i t i c a l l i f e i n t h e p o r t c i t i e s 
o f B o s t o n , New Y o r k a n d 
P h i l a d e l p h i a i n t h e 
p r e - R e v o l u t i o n a r y e i g h t e e n t h 
c e n t u r y , he g i v e s i t a m a t u r e 
s ta tement , 

N a s h ' s o r g a n i z a t i o n of t h i s 
c o m p l e x t o p i c i s m a r v e l l o u s l y 
s i m p l e . A f t e r some i n t r o d u c t o r y 
m a t e r i a l , he h a s f o u r s e t s of 
matched c h a p t e r s , w i t h t he f i r s t 
c h a p t e r i n each s e t p r o b i n g t h e 
economic l i f e of t h e t h r e e c i t i e s 
and the second one examining t h e i r 
p o l i t i c a l l i f e and making a l inkage 
b e t w e e n t h e e c o n o m i c 
s u p e r - s t r u c t u r e and the p o l i t i c a l 
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e . These fou r s e t s , 
arranged ch rono log i ca l l y , b r ing him 
t o t he R e v o l u t i o n which i s t h e n 
p l a c e d i n t h e c o n t e x t he h a s 
developed. He reaches t h r e e major 
c o n c l u s i o n s . The f i r s t i s t h a t 
endemic w a r f a r e , ove rc rowd ing and 
t h e b e g i n n i n g s of a c a p i t a l i s t 
sy s t em, more r e s p o n s i b l e t o t h e 
market mechanism than to the publ ic 
good, l ed i n v a r y i n g d e g r e e s i n 
each of t h e c i t i e s t o a g r o w i n g 
impoverishment of the lower c l a s s e s 
and the emergence of a more v i s i b l y 
a f f luen t upper c l a s s . He s econd ly 
concluded tha t the economic malaise 
e x p e r i e n c e d by t h e u r b a n p o o r 
n u r t u r e d a r e s e n t m e n t among them 
aga ins t the weal thy, enhanced t h e i r 
s e n s e of c l a s s i d e n t i t y a n d 
inc reas ing ly brought them i n t o t he 
p o l i t i c a l a r e n a . F i n a l l y he 
a s s e r t s t h a t t h i s a n g e r , c l a s s 
c o n s c i o u s n e s s a n d g r o w i n g 
i n v o l v e m e n t w i t h p o l i t i c s 
profoundly a l t e r e d t he o r i g i n s of 
the Revolut ion. Nash i s j u d i c i o u s . 
He r e a l i z e s t h a t u rban p o v e r t y i n 

t h e c o l o n i e s w a s n o t a s 
d e h a b i l i t a t i n g as i t was in England 
and Europe, t h a t c l a s s t h e o r y was 
never f u l l y a r t i c u l a t e d and much 
s o c i a l deference survived and t h a t 
the c a l l for reform as p a r t of an 
i n t e r n a l American R e v o l u t i o n was 
l i m i t e d . Y e t , d e s p i t e t h i s 
m o d e r a t i o n , he i s i n s i s t e n t on 
economic c l a s s as the major s o u r c e 
of e x p l a n a t i o n of u rban l i f e and 
the Revolu t ion . 

Nash 's economic a n a l y s i s based 
on massive data drawn from p r o b a t e 
and tax r e c o r d s , wages and p r i c e s 
and q u a l i t a t i v e accounts i s a major 
c o n t r i b u t i o n b u t c o n t a i n s few 
s u r p r i s e s . Much of t h e r e c e n t 
l i t e r a t u r e on w e a l t h a c c u m u l a t i o n 
s t r e s s e s a growing m a l d i s t r i b u t i o n , 
and Kenneth L o c k r i d g e and o t h e r s 
have shown t h a t many p a r t s of the 
c o u n t r y s i d e e x p e r i e n c e d economic 
problems as e a r l y America became 
ove rc rowded . His d i s c u s s i o n of 
p o l i t i c a l e v e n t s in the c i t i e s i s 
e q u a l l y s o u n d , i n f o r m e d a n d 
r e s e a r c h e d . I t i s , h o w e v e r , i n 
m a k i n g t h e l i n k a g e b e t w e e n 
economic c o n d i t i o n s and p o l i t i c a l 
a c t i o n t h a t Nash moves on to l e s s 
s e c u r e ground and i s f r e q u e n t l y 
fo rced i n t o d e d u c t i v e r e a s o n i n g . 
For example, he argues tha t because 
B o s t o n ' s a r t i s a n s and m e c h a n i c s 
were be ing squeezed e c o n o m i c a l l y 
and because they ran r i o t d u r i n g 
the Stamp Act C r i s i s , t h e y we re 
a c t i n g o u t t h e i r e c o n o m i c 
f r u s t r a t i o n by v e n t i n g i t a g a i n s t 
the wealthy whom they p e r c e i v e d to 
be t h e i r o p p r e s s o r s . In t h i s 
scenar io of embryonic c l a s s warfare 
Nash t h i n k s i t p a t r o n i z i n g t o 
assume, as many h i s t o r i a n s h a v e , 
t h a t members of the R e v o l u t i o n a r y 
e l i t e such a s Samue l Adams and 
James Otis d i r ec t ed the urban mobs. 
He may be r i g h t but he may not b e ; 
the evidence does not e x i s t to make 
a d e f i n i t i v e judgment, and one gets 
t h e i m p r e s s i o n t h a t N a s h i s 
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o p e r a t i n g on g u t f e e l i n g . H i s 
account i s l o g i c a l l y p l a u s i b l e , but 
i t i s j u s t as l o g i c a l l y p l a u s i b l e 
t o a r g u e t h a t s h e e r a n g e r a t 
B r i t i s h o p p r e s s i o n m o t i v a t e d t h e 
mobs, and they v e n t e d t h e i r ange r 
a t t h e most v i s i b l e s y m b o l s of 
B r i t i s h o f f i c i a l d o m . A f t e r a l l , 
J o h n H a n c o c k , t h e w e a l t h i e s t 
merchant in Boston bu t a p a t r i o t , 
did no t have h i s mansion s a c k e d . 
And, i f t h e poor looked t o Adams 
and O t i s and o t h e r e l i t e s f o r 
l e a d e r s h i p i n town m e e t i n g s and 
e x t r a - l e g a l committees, why shou ld 
we assume they d id no t when they 
formed mobs? NashTs emphas is on 
economic condi t ions as the p r imary 
determinant of p o l i t i c a l a c t i o n i s 
f u r t h e r s t r a i n e d by the f l i p f l o p 
Phi lade lphia and Boston e v e n t u a l l y 
made on the c o n s e r v a t i v e / r a d i c a l 
continuum. Ph i l ade lph i a , t he most 
prosperous of the three c i t i e s , was 
indeed the most conserva t ive in the 
1 7 6 0 s a n d B o s t o n , t h e m o s t 
impoverished, was indeed the most 
r a d i c a l . But during the 1770s they 
e x c h a n g e d p o s i t i o n s a n d 
P h i l a d e l p h i a became d e m o n s t r a b l y 
more r a d i c a l t h a n B o s t o n . Nash 
argues tha t var ious c i r c u m s t a n c e s , 
such as the presence of the B r i t i s h 
Army and r e l i g i o u s homogenei ty i n 
Boston and the absence of the army 
and t h e p r e s e n c e of r e l i g i o u s 
h e t e r o g e n e i t y i n P h i l a d e l p h i a , 
overcame the economic c o n d i t i o n i n g 
of p o l i t i c a l a c t i o n . Ye t , one i s 
tempted t o t h i n k t h a t i f t h e s e 
e c o n o m i c i m p u l s e s c o u l d be s o 
e a s i l y blunted they might not have 
been so b a s i c . 

N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g i t s l a c k of 
a b i l i t y t o be c o n v i n c i n g on i t s 
c e n t r a l t h e s i s , t h i s book w i l l no 
doubt assume a p r o v o c a t i v e and 
p r o m i n e n t p l a c e i n u r b a n a n d 
Revolutionary h i s t o r i o g r a p h y . I t 
i s i m p o s s i b l e t o do i t s many 
s u b t l e t i e s j u s t i c e i n a s h o r t 
review, but i t provides us with the 

b e s t economic h i s t o r y we have of 
t h e t h r e e n o r t h e r n c i t i e s , an 
informed account of t h e i r p o l i t i c s 
and a s o p h i s t i c a t e d s t a t e m e n t of 
t he c l a s s - c o n f l i c t model of t h e 
R e v o l u t i o n . I t i s m a s s i v e l y 
researched , b e a u t i f u l l y w r i t t e n and 
i n t e l l i g e n t throughout , but i t w i l l 
s e t t l e no major deba t e s . 

Bruce C. Daniels 
Department of His tory 
Univers i ty of Winnipeg 
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Crew, David F. Town in the Ruhr: 
A Social History of Bo chum, 
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Urban h i s t o r y has f r e q u e n t l y 
been w r i t t e n w i t h i n a n a t i o n a l 
h i s t o r i c a l t r a d i t i o n . David Crew's 
e x c e l l e n t m o n o g r a p h o n 
i n d u s t r i a l i z i n g Bochum i l l u s t r a t e s 
the degree to which the q u e s t i o n s 
s p e c i f i c to a n a t i o n a l h i s t o r y can 
i n f l u e n c e a t t e m p t s t o a n a l y z e 
s o c i a l s i t u a t i o n s . In t h i s case 
u r b a n h i s t o r y i s u t i l i z e d t o 
examine the u n i q u e n e s s of German 
i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n a n d i t s 
imp l i ca t ion for the development of 
a Thi rd Reich i n Germany. Thus 
while the approach i s s o c i a l , the 
i n t e n t i o n i s p o l i t i c a l a n d 
h i s t o r i o g r a p h i c a l . Exemplary i s 
t he i n t r o d u c t i o n which s u g g e s t s 
t h a t t h e " c r i t i c a l s c h o o l " of 
German h i s t o r y i d e n t i f i e d w i t h 
F r i t z Fischer and H.-U. Wehler sees 
I m p e r i a l Germany " a s a s o c i e t y 
whose e s s e n t i a l f ea tu res were v e r y 
much determined from above' 
( p . 5 ) . Th i s , Crew t h i n k s , provides 
l i t t l e i n f o r m a t i o n on t h e 
"experience and a c t i v i t i e s of the 
g r e a t mass of the German p e o p l e " 
and " c o n t r i b u t e s l i t t l e t o our 


