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THESIS ABSTRACTS 

D a v i d G r o s v e n o r C o o m b s , " T h e 
E m e r g e n c e of a W h i t e C o l l a r 
Workforce in T o r o n t o , 1 8 9 5 - 1 9 1 1 . " 
Ph.D. T h e s i s , York U n i v e r s i t y , 
1978. 

Changes in t h e e c o n o m y , i n 
e d u c a t i o n a l o p p o r t u n i t i e s and in 
o f f i c e c o n d i t i o n s c o m b i n e d t o 
p r e c i p i t a t e s i g n i f i c a n t changes in 
the composition of the white c o l l a r 
work force in T o r o n t o a t t h e t u r n 
of the cen tury . White c o l l a r work 
ceased to be t he s o l e p r e s e r v e of 
middle age males from w e l l t o do 
backgrounds, as younger e m p l o y e e s , 
a g r e a t e r number of women a n d 
people from fami l ies r ep re sen t i ng a 
b r o a d e r spec t rum of o c c u p a t i o n a l 
backgrounds began t o e n t e r w h i t e 
c o l l a r j o b s . Many of t h e s e j obs 
s u f f e r e d a l o s s of s t a t u s a s 
economic rewards and job condi t ions 
d e t e r i o r a t e d r e l a t i v e to n ine teen th 
c e n t u r y s t a n d a r d s . The w h i t e 
c o l l a r work e x p e r i e n c e , however , 
was by no means u n i f o r m , as major 
d i f f e rences in c o n d i t i o n s of work 
and in the personal c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s 
of employees e x i s t e d between job 
l e v e l s and from one type of company 
t o t h e n e x t . Some of t h e s e 
d i f f e rences were exacerbated during 
t h e p e r i o d , r e s u l t i n g i n a more 
divided work force by 1911. 

Th is t h e s i s f o c u s s e s on t h e 
p e r s o n a l c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s , work 
experience and home l i f e of n e a r l y 
2,200 white c o l l a r worke r s l i v i n g 
in Toronto during the years 1895 to 
1911 . The sample was drawn from 
t h e b u s i n e s s r e c o r d s of s e v e r a l 
banks and i n s u r a n c e c o m p a n i e s , a 
m a j o r d e p a r t m e n t s t o r e , t h e 
P rov inc ia l government and t h e gas 
u t i l i t y . The r e s e a r c h e x a m i n e s 
t h e i r age, s ex , r e l i g i o n , m a r i t a l 

s t a t u s , family s i z e , e d u c a t i o n and 
f a t h e r ' s occupat ion . Second ly , i t 
p r e s e n t s , in add i t i on to t h e i r work 
record and s a l a r i e s , a p i c t u r e of 
working c o n d i t i o n s i n c l u d i n g the 
s i z e of o f f i c e s t a f f s , w o r k 
r e g u l a t i o n s , t y p e s of o f f i c e 
m a c h i n e r y a n d t h e d e g r e e of 
o rgan iza t ion on the job. T h i r d l y , 
i t a n a l y s e s t h e e x t e n t of home 
ownership, the l o c a t i o n and v a l u e 
of t h e i r homes and the r a t e s and 
p a t t e r n s of r e s i d e n t i a l m o b i l i t y . 
The r e s u l t s under l ine major, and in 
some cases i n c r e a s i n g , d i f f e r e n c e s 
i n t he w h i t e c o l l a r work f o r c e 
dur ing the per iod , i n d i c a t i n g t h a t 
these workers d id not r e p r e s e n t a 
homogeneous c l a s s in 1911. 

>V "k •& 

Paul Adolphus Bator , "TSaving Lives 
on t h e W h o l e s a l e P l a n ' : P u b l i c 
H e a l t h Re fo rm i n t h e C i t y of 
Toronto, 1900-1930." Ph.D. Thes i s , 
Univers i ty of Toronto, 1979. 

Dur ing t h e f i r s t d e c a d e s of 
t h e t w e n t i e t h c e n t u r y , t h e 
prevalence of i n f e c t i o u s d i s e a s e s , 
p a r t i c u l a r l y i n u r b a n c e n t r e s , 
s p a r k e d t h e d e v e l o p m e n t of t h e 
Canadian public hea l th movement. A 
s m a l l number of m e d i c a l men and 
women l a rge ly from Toron to fought 
t o a p p l y t h e p r i n c i p l e s o f 
p reven t ive medic ine to a m e l i o r a t e 
t h e h e a l t h and f i t n e s s of t h e 
common C a n a d i a n . At the r o o t of 
the dr ive for b e t t e r hea l th was the 
fear tha t the Canadian soc i a l order 
was d e t e r i o r a t i n g as a r e s u l t of 
the u n c o n t r o l l e d e x p a n s i o n of the 
i n d u s t r i a l c i t y . Al l ied wi th t h i s 
a n x i e t y was the a l a rm c o n c e r n i n g 
t h e a r r i v a l of l a r g e n u m b e r s of 
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d i f f e r e n t i m m i g r a n t s from t h e 
B r i t i s h s l u m s and t h e E u r o p e a n 
c o n t i n e n t . The major l e a d e r s of 
the crusade to "Save Canadians from 
Degeneracy" were Dr. P e t e r B ryce , 
Dr. C h a r l e s H o d g e t t s , Dr. J . W . S . 
McCullough, Dr. Helen MacMurchy and 
Dr. C h a r l e s H a s t i n g s . They were 
shrewd p r a g m a t i s t s who, u n l i k e 
t h e i r b u r e a u c r a t i c s u c c e s s o r s , 
d i s p l a y e d a w i l l i n g n e s s t o 
c u l t i v a t e p o l i t i c a l s u p p o r t i n 
p u b l i c in o r d e r to f o r c e e l e c t e d 
o f f i c i a l s to adopt t h e i r p o l i c i e s . 
They were t r i u m p h a n t i n p a r t 
b e c a u s e of t h e e x i s t e n c e of a 
s t rong publ ic h e a l t h c o n s t i t u e n c y 
made up of wealthy p h i l a n t h r o p i s t s 
and i n f l u e n t i a l lay pe r sons . These 
d o c t o r s n o t o n l y d r a f t e d 
l e g i s l a t i o n bu t a l s o a d m i n i s t e r e d 
t h e f o u n d a t i o n of modern p u b l i c 
h e a l t h p o l i c i e s i n C a n a d a . The 
major l egacy of C a n a d i a n p u b l i c 
h e a l t h reformers was t h e c r e a t i o n 
of a h e a l t h b u r e a u c r a c y i n 
munic ipal , p r o v i n c i a l and f e d e r a l 
g o v e r n m e n t s . The c o l o u r f u l and 
h i g h l y s u c c e s s f u l e f f o r t s of 
r e f o r m e r s i n one c i t y , T o r o n t o , 
form the bas i s of the t h e s i s . 

The d i s s e r t a t i o n e x p l o r e s a 
w i d e v a r i e t y of i n t e r e s t i n g 
m a t e r i a l . I t shows the e x t e n t t o 
which public h e a l t h r e fo rmers went 
beyond the confines of t r a d i t i o n a l 
med ic ine i n t o n o n - m e d i c a l a r e a s 
such as p r o p e r t y t a x r e f o r m . The 
t h e s i s i l l u m i n a t e s t he b e g i n n i n g s 
of t h e c o n f l i c t between c u r a t i v e 
and p r e v e n t i v e m e d i c i n e . I t 
b r i e f l y sketches the s t a t u s of the 
Canadian medical p r o f e s s i o n in t he 
f i r s t years of the new century and, 
e s p e c i a l l y , t h e s a l a r i e s , 
complaints and s o c i a l a t t i t u d e s of 
d o c t o r s . The p o l i t i c s of p u b l i c 
h e a l t h i s r e v e a l e d in an a n a l y s i s 
of t h e e v o l u t i o n of T o r o n t o ' s 
Department of Public H e a l t h . This 
s t u d y s h e d s l i g h t o n t h e 
f a s c i n a t i n g s p e c t r u m of p u b l i c 

h e a l t h r e f o r m s : t h e l o n g a n d 
f r u s t r a t i n g s t r u g g l e to s e c u r e a 
c lean water supp ly as w e l l as the 
s a n i t a r y d i s p o s a l of s ewage i n 
T o r o n t o , t he a c r i m o n i o u s b a t t l e 
b e t w e e n h e a l t h o f f i c i a l s and 
a n t i - v a c c i n a t i o n i s t s , the campaign 
fo r s a f e m i l k , the i n f l u e n c e of 
publ ic hea l th reformers on na t i ona l 
immigration p o l i c i e s , t he med ica l 
i n s p e c t i o n of school c h i l d r e n , t h e 
inaugura t ion of "Baby C l i n i c s , " the 
e s t a b l i s h m e n t of p u b l i c h e a l t h 
nu r s ing , housing r e fo rm, the c a r e 
of t h e m e n t a l l y r e t a r d e d , t h e 
crusade a g a i n s t v e n e r e a l d i s e a s e s 
and the o rgan iza t ion of the c i t y ' s 
fragmented c h a r i t i e s . The t h e s i s 
a l s o l o o k s a t t h e u n i q u e 
met ropo l i t an c h a r a c t e r of Toron to 
t o e x p l a i n t h e u n p a r a 11e 11 ed 
triumph of public hea l th r e f o r m e r s 
in the Queen Ci ty . 

At t h e b a s i s of T o r o n t o ' s 
publ ic hea l th crusade was a s t r o n g 
b e l i e f i n t he b e n e f i t s of s o c i a l 
c o n t r o l . F o r t h e f i r s t t i m e 
o u t s i d e the army and the s c h o o l , 
o r d i n a r y men, women and c h i l d r e n 
were s u b j e c t to an u n p r e c e d e n t e d 
deg ree of s u p e r v i s i o n over t h e i r 
b e h a v i o r . W h i l e m o s t p e o p l e 
applauded the dramatic d e c r e a s e in 
m o r t a l i t y and m o r b i d i t y r a t e s , 
p a r t i c u l a r l y among the young, many 
T o r o n t o n i a n s r e s e n t e d t h e 
a u t o c r a t i c way i n w h i c h p u b l i c 
h e a l t h exper t s achieved t h a t g o a l . 
Despite the c r i t i c i s m s which some 
h i s t o r i a n s might h u r l a t p u b l i c 
h e a l t h r e f o r m e r s f o r t h e i r 
p a t e r n a l i s m , p r e j u d i c e s a n d 
p ro fe s s iona l s e l f - i n t e r e s t , t h e r e 
i s l i t t l e d o u b t c o n c e r n i n g t h e 
improvement w h i c h t h e y b r o u g h t 
about in the hea l th of the a v e r a g e 
c i t i z e n . T h e y e a s e d h u m a n 
su f fe r ing and saved l i v e s from the 
a n c i e n t r a v a g e s of c o n t a g i o u s 
d i s e a s e s . 

Ï\ >'c i< 
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Rebecca J . Younkin, "Three P e r i o d s 
of Growth in a Mar i t ime C e n t e r : A 
Socia l His tory of F r e d e r i c t o n , New 
B r u n s w i c k , 1 7 8 3 - 1 8 5 1 . " M.A. 
Thes i s , Univers i ty of Guelph, 1979. 

Be t w e e n 1 7 8 3 a n d 1 8 5 1 
Freder ic ton evolved from a co lon i a l 
outpost to a small commercial c i t y . 
Designated as a m i l i t a r y depo t and 
c a p i t a l of New B r u n s w i c k , t h e 
community was s i t u a t e d up the Saint 
John R i v e r and endowed w i t h an 
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e / s e r v i c e - c e n t r e 
economy, a r e s t r i c t i v e town p l a t 
a n d a n a r i s t o c r a t i c t o n e t o 
s o c i e t y . In t h e i n i t i a l y e a r s of 
s e t t l e m e n t , l o c a l b u s i n e s s e s 
engaged i n a l i m i t e d number of 
e s s e n t i a l a c t i v i t i e s and r e l i e d 
h e a v i l y on t h e g o v e r n m e n t a n d 
g a r r i s o n f o r i n i t i a t i v e a n d 
s u p p o r t . S p a t i a l d e v e l o p m e n t 
assumed a downr ive r o r i e n t a t i o n 
where admin i s t r a t i ve bu i ld ings were 
l o c a t e d , w h i l e t h e p o p u l a t i o n , 
numbering j u s t 800 in 1 8 0 2 , was 
L o y a l i s t i n o r i g i n a n d 
f r o n t i e r - l i k e i n d e m o g r a p h i c 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s . 

The 1820s and 1830s were years 
of p ro spe r i t y i n the p r o v i n c e and 
brought a number of changes t o i t s 
c a p i t a l . H o w e v e r , s u c h 
t r a n s f o r m a t i o n s were m o d e s t and 
occurred wi th in the framework l a i d 
by t h e L o y a l i s t s . B u s i n e s s e s 
i n c r e a s e d i n number and o f f e r e d 
more s p e c i a l i z e d s e r v i c e s a s 
h i n t e r l a n d demands b roadened the 
base of commerc ia l a c t i v i t y and 
permit ted a l e s s e n i n g of r e l i a n c e 
on the g o v e r n m e n t and g a r r i s o n 
s e c t o r . C o n s t r u c t i o n on the p l a t 
r e f l e c t e d t h e "good t i m e s " and 
proceeded in an u p r i v e r d i r e c t i o n 
on the f i r s t t i e r of b l o c k s , w h i l e 
i m m i g r a t i o n a n d p e r s i s t e n c e 
con t r ibu ted to a l a rge r popu la t ion , 
e thn ic d i v e r s i t y , and a more "even" 
demographic c o m p o s i t i o n . D e s p i t e 
s u c h a d v a n c e m e n t s , t h e t o w n 

remained an a d m i n i s t r a t i v e c e n t r e 
a n d p o i n t of t r a n s s h i p m e n t . 
R e s i d e n t i a l i n t e g r a t i o n and t h e 
g r i d - i r o n of 1785 cont inued a t the 
base of geographic development, and 
soc i e ty p re se rved an a r i s t o c r a t i c 
f lavour c lo se ly a s soc ia t ed with the 
government e l i t e . 

The y e a r s l e a d i n g t o 1 8 5 1 
i n t r o d u c e d g r e a t e r d i v e r s i t y and 
r e s u l t e d i n t h e e m e r g e n c e of a 
small but complex commerc ia l c i t y 
t ha t p e r s i s t e d in o p e r a t i n g w i t h i n 
the Loya l i s t d e s i g n . Commerce by 
mid-century had produced a second 
core of economic a c t i v i t y a t the 
upr ive r par t of town and was making 
i t s i n f l u e n c e f e l t i n l o c a l 
p o l i t i c s . At the lower end of the 
p l a t , a d m i n i s t r a t i v e o f f i c e s 
continued to dominate and house the 
a r i s t o c r a t i c e l i t e who were among 
t h e c i t y ' s r i c h e s t a n d m o s t 
p o w e r f u l r e s i d e n t s . E c o n o m i c 
i n e q u a l i t i e s were a p p a r e n t in the 
c o m m u n i t y ' s w e a l t h h o l d i n g 
s t r u c t u r e , w h i l e d i f f e r e n c e s i n 
e t h n i c i t y and r e l i g i o n r e f l e c t e d 
o t h e r , s o c i a l d i v i s i o n s i n t h e 
popula t ion makeup. N e v e r t h e l e s s , 
important a s p e c t s of the L o y a l i s t 
imprint remained. F r e d e r i c t o n was 
s t i l l a cen t r e fo r key p r o v i n c i a l 
i n s t i t u t i o n s and the t r a d e of i t s 
businessmen continued to be serv ice 
o r i e n t e d . The i n i t i a l town p l a t 
was b a s i c a l l y u n a l t e r e d a n d 
p r o c e e d e d t o r e s t r i c t s p a t i a l 
d e v e l o p m e n t , w h i l e r e s i d e n t i a l 
i n t e g r a t i o n r e m a i n e d a 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c of l o c a l l i f e . 
F i n a l l y , d e s p i t e p o p u l a t i o n 
i n c r e a s e , i m m i g r a t i o n a n d 
emigra t ion , the f lavour of s o c i e t y 
w a s , as i n t h e L o y a l i s t y e a r s , 
d i c t a t e d by government o f f i c i a l s 
and t h e i r a r i s t o c r a t i c p r e t e n t i o n s . 

G e o g r a p h i c l o c a t i o n a n d 
economic f u n c t i o n were i m p o r t a n t 
f a c t o r s i n t h e s u r v i v a l of t h e 
Loya l i s t i n t e n t . S i t u a t e d u p r i v e r 
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and i n l a n d , t h e communi ty was 
unable to p a r t i c i p a t e d i r e c t l y i n 
t h e e x p o r t of s t a p l e s t o G r e a t 
B r i t a i n . C o n s e q u e n t l y , t h e 
commercial sec to r f a i l e d t o e v o l v e 
beyond transshipment a c t i v i t i e s and 
never exceeded the inf luence of the 
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e s e c t o r . I n s t e a d , 
merchants and c r a f t s m e n c o n t i n u e d 
to c a t e r t o the " o f f i c i a l p a r t y " 
and the fundamental f ea tu re s of the 
Loya l i s t design remained i n t a c t . 

•k >V "k 

B. Frank C l a r k , "Case S t u d i e s of 
the E l i t e of London." M.A. Thes i s , 
U n i v e r s i t y of W e s t e r n O n t a r i o , 
1978. 

This t h e s i s i s a c o n t r i b u t i o n 
t o t h e a n a l y s i s of t h e r i s e , 
a c t i v i t i e s and i n t e r e s t s of t h e 
Canadian e l i t e by p resen t ing a case 
study of f ive e l i t e fami l i es in one 
major c i t y , London, O n t a r i o . The 
f i v e f a m i l i e s , s e l e c t e d a s a n 
o c c u p a t i o n a l c r o s s - s e c t i o n , were 
the Meredi ths , L a b a t t s , Smallmans , 
Spence r s and Ingrams , and t h e i r 
a c t i v i t i e s were t r a c e d from t h e 
a r r i v a l of the f o u n d e r s t o a lmos t 
the present day. 

Recent c o m m e n t a t o r s , such as 
John P o r t e r , Wal lace Clement and 
Peter Newman, have emphas ized the 
i n t e r connec t ions among the Canadian 
e l i t e , s u c h a s t h e i r common 
s c h o o l i n g a n d m o r a l v a l u e s , 
a t t e n d a n c e a t t h e same c h u r c h e s , 
i n t e r m a r r i a g e , m e m b e r s h i p i n 
exc lus ive c lubs and t h e i r b u s i n e s s 
a s s o c i a t i o n s on t h e b o a r d s of 
d i r e c t o r s of l a rge companies . The 
f ive London fami l ies were examined 
w i t h p r e c i s e l y t h e s e f a c t o r s i n 
m i n d . I t was found t h a t t h e y 
conformed q u i t e c l o s e l y t o t h e 
c o m p o n e n t s s e t o u t i n t h e 
above-mentioned a n a l y s e s . 

At l e a s t two of t h e e l i t e 
f a m i l i e s , t he M e r e d i t h s and t h e 
L a b a t t s , had antecedents which were 
middle c l a s s or b e t t e r . A g r e a t 
many of the ch i ld ren of the second 
genera t ion went to p r i v a t e s c h o o l s 
of one so r t or a n o t h e r . R e l i g i o n 
was a l s o a common denominator. The 
f i v e f a m i l i e s which were s t u d i e d 
a t t e n d e d t h r e e of the f o u r main 
upper c l a s s P r o t e s t a n t c h u r c h e s in 
L o n d o n , S t . P a u l ' s C a t h e d r a l 
( C h u r c h of E n g l a n d ) , C r o n y n 
Memorial Church (Church of England) 
and the F i r s t - M e t h o d i s t C h u r c h . 
All these churches are s i t u a t e d in 
the QueenTs-Dufferin Avenue area of 
London, where many of t h e e l i t e 
f ami l i e s had t h e i r homes. 

In te rmar r iage was found to be 
common. The d a u g h t e r s of J o h n 
K. Labatt and one d a u g h t e r of the 
second John L a b a t t m a r r i e d i n t o 
the e l i t e of London, of Canada and 
e v e n of G r e a t B r i t a i n . T h e 
Meredith family provided e x c e l l e n t 
examples of e l i t e m o b i l i t y and 
i n t e r c o n n e c t i o n s . The L o n d o n 
M e r e d i t h s had c o u s i n s who were 
p r o m i n e n t members of b o t h t h e 
Montreal and Toron to e l i t e s . S i r 
Henry V i n c e n t M e r e d i t h and h i s 
b r o t h e r , Char les , became i m p o r t a n t 
members of the Mon t r ea l f i n a n c i a l 
community a n d , i n t h e p r o c e s s , 
married i n t o the upper c l a s s . 

M e m b e r s h i p i n e x c l u s i v e 
luncheon c l u b s was a n o t h e r e l i t e 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c . C o n s i d e r i n g the 
s i z e of London there could be only 
one e x c l u s i v e c l u b , t h e London 
Club, and a majori ty of the members 
of t h e f i v e f a m i l i e s s t u d i e d 
belonged to i t . The most important 
of the na t i ona l c l ubs , according to 
P e t e r Newman, a r e the R i d e a u i n 
Ottawa, the Toronto Club, the Mount 
R o y a l i n M o n t r e a l a n d t h e 
Vancouver Club. Sir Henry V incen t 
M e r e d i t h , C h a r l e s M e r e d i t h , S i r 
William Ralph Meredith, Hume Cronyn 
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and Sydney Mewburn had memberships 
in a t l e a s t one of these c l u b s . 

These fami l ies met and worked 
with each o the r on v a r i o u s b o a r d s 
of d i r e c t o r s in and around London, 
This was t rue for every g e n e r a t i o n 
s t u d i e d . C o n s i d e r i n g four major 
f i n a n c i a l i n s t i t u t i o n s which have 
had t h e i r h e a d q u a r t e r s i n London, 
the London Life Insurance Company, 
t h e H u r o n a n d E r i e M o r t g a g e 
C o r p o r a t i o n , t h e Canada T r u s t 
Company and the London and Western 
Trus t s Company, which merged w i t h 
t h e Canada T r u s t i n 1 9 4 7 , o n c e 
again d i f f e r e n t members of the f ive 
fami l i e s turned up on the boards of 
d i r e c t o r s of one or a l l of t h e s e 
c o r p o r a t i o n s d u r i n g t h e p e r i o d 
examined. In so d o i n g , t h e y were 
pu t i n t ouch w i t h a C a n a d a - w i d e 
e l i t e of businessmen. 

The conclus ions of t h e t h e s i s 
genera l ly suppor t t he p r e l i m i n a r y 
a n a l y s e s of Newman, P o r t e r and 
Clement and point up the prev ious ly 
mentioned major c h a r a c t e r i s t i c of 
the e l i t e which i s t h e i r man i fo ld 
i n t e r c o n n e c t i o n s , such as are shown 
to have been t h e case t h r o u g h o u t 
the whole h i s t o r y of t h i s p o r t i o n 
of the London upper c l a s s . 

it -k ?k 

R o b e r t S t e w a r t Brown, " J o s e p h 
Warner Murphy and the Mechanics of 
P o l i t i c a l S u r v i v a l , 1 9 4 5 - 1 9 6 3 . " 
M.A. Thes i s , Univers i ty of Wes te rn 
Ontar io , 1979. 

Th i s t h e s i s i s a p o l i t i c a l 
s t u d y of t h e c a r e e r of t h e 
Conservat ive member for S a r n i a and 
i t s immediate h i n t e r l a n d , w h i c h 
compr i sed t h e r i d i n g of Lambton 
W e s t , from 1945 t o 1 9 6 2 . The 
t h e s i s p a r t i c u l a r l y d e a l s w i t h the 
techniques of l o c a l " p o r k - b a r r e l " 
p o l i t i c s through which Murphy was 

a b l e to s e c u r e h i s r e - e l e c t i o n , 
even through the most t r y i n g days 
of C o n s e r v a t i v e o p p o s i t i o n . The 
a n a l y s i s has been made p o s s i b l e 
through the recent dona t ion of the 
Murphy Papers to the U n i v e r s i t y of 
Wes te rn O n t a r i o by h i s f a m i l y . 
Murphy sa t in the House of Commons 
from 1945 to 1962, and the p a p e r s 
a r e a lmos t e n t i r e l y i n t a c t f rom 
1957 to 1963. T h e r e f o r e , much of 
t h e r e s e a r c h p r e s e n t e d i n t h e 
t h e s i s has c o n c e n t r a t e d on t h o s e 
y e a r s . D e s p i t e t h e d e a r t h of 
informat ion on the years from 1945 
t o 1957 , as w e l l as on M u r p h y ! s 
e a r l y l i f e , i t has been poss ib le to 
p resen t a reasonably comprehens ive 
a c c o u n t of h i s p a r l i a m e n t a r y 
c a r e e r . 

Murphy d i d n o t e n t e r t h e 
Commons u n t i l he was f i f t y - t h r e e . 
Not s u r p r i s i n g l y , he b rough t w i t h 
him a grea t deal of experience from 
h i s o t h e r c a r e e r s a s a l a w y e r , 
m a g i s t r a t e , b u s i n e s s m a n , r e a l t o r , 
farmer and township c o u n c i l l o r . He 
was n o t h i n g i f no t w e l l p r e p a r e d 
for d i f f i c u l t i e s , and d i f f i c u l t i e s 
bedev i l l ed h i s c a r e e r as a Member 
of P a r l i a m e n t . E l e c t e d a s a 
Conservat ive i n Lambton West by a 
f l u k e , o n l y b e c a u s e he f a c e d a 
t i r e d and somewhat d i s c r e d i t e d 
c a n d i d a t e , Murphy was a ided in h i s 
r e t e n t i o n of power by a number of 
lucky events and h i s own p o l i t i c a l 
a d r o i t n e s s . He shou ld have gone 
o u t a g a i n a t t h e s u b s e q u e n t 
e l e c t i o n because Lambton West was , 
i f anyth ing , a L i b e r a l s t r o n g h o l d 
of remarkable s t a b i l i t y . I n s t e a d 
he survived for seventeen y e a r s . 

Always r e s p e c t e d r a t h e r than 
loved in h i s r i d i n g , Murphy was 
n o n e t h e l e s s a " r i d i n g man" of 
u n u s u a l d i m e n s i o n s t h r o u g h h i s 
cons t i tuency work, pa t ronage , public 
w o r k s , u se of t h e m e d i a and an 
uncanny a b i l i t y to d i s t i n g u i s h and 
to se ize upon an i s sue which would 
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appeal to h i s e l e c t o r s . Murphy had 
to persuade Lambton West v o t e r s t o 
c a s t t h e i r b a l l o t s f o r h i m 
p e r s o n a l l y , not for h i s p a r t y . So 
every th ing he d i d , from i s s u e s i n 
Parl iament to cons t i tuency m a t t e r s , 
was done w i t h an e y e upon h i s 
v o t e r s , the i n t e r e s t s of Sarnia and 
e n v i r o n s a n d t h e d a t e s o f 
e l e c t i o n s . His cons is tency was the 
consis tency of pa r i sh a f f a i r s , no t 
of C o n s e r v a t i v e o r n a t i o n a l 
i n t e r e s t s . As a r e s u l t , he was 
r e t u r n e d by v o t e r s who p u t 
p e r s o n a l i t y and "good works" above 
p a r t y . 

A George Drew r a t h e r t h a n a 
J o h n D i e f e n b a k e r m a n , t h e 
f l a m b o y a n t Murphy r e a c h e d t h e 
o p p o s i t i o n f r o n t b e n c h e s , but he 
was probably considered too old for 
t h e c a b i n e t by t h e t i m e t h e 
Conservat ives came to power. With 
no cabinet post and inc reas ing age, 
he a t t e m p t e d t o f i nd a g r a c e f u l 
(and p r o f i t a b l e ) way t o r e t i r e 
undefeated. He did not succeed and 
became a c a s u a l t y i n t h e 1 9 6 2 
e l e c t i o n , a f t e r which he e x p e c t e d 
Diefenbaker both to appo in t him t o 
the Senate and make him an O n t a r i o 
o r g a n i z a t i o n a l o f f i c i a l . This d id 
not happen, and Murphy, in what was 
e i t h e r a r e a c t i o n to d e f e a t , or an 
a t t e m p t a t r e v e n g e , l a s h e d o u t 
aga ins t Diefenbaker h imsel f b e f o r e 
f a d i n g back i n t o a d i s t i n g u i s h e d 
o b s c u r i t y . 

Murphy may no t have l e f t any 
l a s t i n g i m p r e s s i o n i n C a n a d i a n 
h i s t o r y , yet he does d e s e r v e s tudy 
a s an e x a m p l e of a c o n s u m m a t e 
p o l i t i c i a n in a c t i o n a t t h e l o c a l 
l e v e l . L i k e o t h e r e l e c t i v e 
l e g i s l a t i v e b o d i e s , t he Canadian 
Parl iament has a lways c o n t a i n e d a 
f a i r number of Murphys, i n f l u e n t i a l 
w h i l e they a r e t h e r e , f o r g o t t e n 
when they a r e gone . The c a u s e s 
t h a t t h e y d i r e c t a r e r a r e l y 
s p e c t a c u l a r bu t s t i l l h a v e some 

s i g n i f i c a n c e . The l o c a l p a t r o n a g e 
t h a t they d i s t r i b u t e may have grea t 
e f f e c t on t he e v o l u t i o n of t h e i r 
r i d i n g s . The b u i l d i n g s t h a t t hey 
bui ld may both change the face of 
t h e i r towns and r e d i r e c t t h e i r 
d e v e l o p m e n t . In e s s e n c e , t h e 
Murphys a r e a c l a s s of men about 
whom we know too l i t t l e and y e t 
can s t i l l t e l l us something of our 
n a t i o n a n d i t s c o m p o n e n t 
l o c a l i t i e s . 

•k >V -k 

H . L . M a c l e o d , " P r o p e r t i e s , 
I n v e s t o r s , and T a x e s : A Study of 
C a l g a r y Real E s t a t e I n v e s t m e n t , 
M u n i c i p a l F i n a n c e s , and P r o p e r t y 
Tax A r r e a r s , 1 9 1 1 - 1 9 1 9 . " M.A. 
T h e s i s , U n i v e r s i t y of C a l g a r y , 
1977. 

Calgary, in the y e a r s 1911 to 
1 9 1 9 , wen t t h r o u g h a boom a n d 
c o l l a p s e of w h i c h a p r i n c i p a l 
man i fes ta t ion was a c t i v i t y in the 
c i t y ' s r e a l e s t a t e m a r k e t . The 
c o l l a p s e of the r e a l e s t a t e boom 
c r e a t e d s e v e r e d i f f i c u l t i e s bo th 
for i nves to r s and for the c i t y . As 
r e a l e s t a t e s a l e s f e l l of f , so too 
d i d C a l g a r y t a x c o l l e c t i o n s , 
l e a v i n g bo th p r o p e r t y owners and 
t h e c i t y u n d e r t h e b u r d e n of 
mounting debt l o a d s . D e s p i t e i t s 
f i n a n c i a l p r o b l e m s , however , the 
c i t y was e x t r e m e l y r e l u c t a n t t o 
f o r e c l o s e on p r o p e r t i e s on which 
taxes had not been pa id . 

T h i s s t u d y e x a m i n e s t h e 
problem of tax a r r e a r s f i r s t l y from 
t h e p e r s p e c t i v e of C a l g a r y ' s 
m u n i c i p a l f i n a n c e s and s e c o n d l y 
t h r o u g h a sample of t h i r t y - s e v e n 
s e l ec t ed r e a l e s t a t e i n v e s t o r s who 
h e l d v a r i o u s t y p e s of C a l g a r y 
p r o p e r t y . The e x a m i n a t i o n of 
m u n c i p a l f i n a n c e s r e v e a l s t h e 
manner in which u n c o l l e c t e d t a x e s 
were regarded and used by the c i t y 



as a s s e t s and i n consequence why 
t h e c i v i c a u t h o r i t i e s w e r e s o 
r e l u c t a n t t o f o r e c l o s e o n 
p r o p e r t i e s i n a r r e a r s . T h e 
e x a m i n a t i o n of t h e t h i r t y - s e v e n 
i n v e s t o r s and t h e i r h o l d i n g s i n 
f ive ca t ego r i e s of Calgary proper ty 
e s t a b l i s h e s genera l p a t t e r n s of tax 
a r r e a r s . The i n v e s t o r s who were 
most s e r i o u s l y in a r r e a r s h e l d a 
type of proper ty which could not be 
r e s o l d even a t t h e h e i g h t of t h e 
boom or bought t h e i r p r o p e r t i e s too 
l a t e to r e s e l l them. 

When t h e c i t y , h a v i n g 
e x h a u s t e d t h e a v a i l a b l e 
a l t e r n a t i v e s , f i n a l l y did r e s o r t to 
f o r e c l o s u r e and a u c t i o n of t h e 
p r o p e r t i e s i n a r r e a r s , t h e 
p r o p e r t i e s proved t o be no more 
s a l eab l e a t a u c t i o n t h a n t h e y had 
b e e n on t h e o p e n m a r k e t . I n 
consequence, t h e c i t y a c q u i r e d by 
d e f a u l t a ve ry l a r g e q u a n t i t y of 
land which i t did not want and was 
forced to wr i t e off the a r r e a r s of 
t a x e s owing on t h e l a n d , w h i l e a 
l a r g e number of i n v e s t o r s w e r e 
d ispossessed of t h e i r p rope r ty . 


