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( A u g u s t , i 9 7 9 ) . 
F o r an e x c e l l e n t l y p o i n t e d 
c o m m e n t a r y on t h i s i d e a , s e e 
C h a r l e s K l e i n "Who N e e d s t h e 
' F o l k ' ? " Journal of the 
Folklore Institute 15, No. 3 
( 1 9 7 8 ) , pp . 2 6 3 - 5 . 
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Block, Jean F. Hyde Park Houses: 
An Informal History, 1856-1910. 
C h i c a g o : U n i v e r s i t y o f C h i c a g o 
P r e s s , 1978. Pp . x i i , 1 5 6 . M a p s , 
i l l u s t r a t i o n s , p h o t o g r a p h s , 
a p p e n d i c e s , n o t e s , b i b l i o g r a p h y , 
i n d e x . $ 1 2 . 9 5 . 

H y d e P a r k i s o n e o f t h o s e 

c o m m u n i t i e s t h a t b e l i e s t h e 
s t e r e o t y p e a b o u t t h e d i v i s i o n 
be tween t h e suburb and c i t y . I t i s 
a suburb within a c i t y , h a v i n g 
b e e n a n n e x e d by C h i c a g o i n 1 8 8 9 . 
Over t h e y e a r s Hyde P a r k h a s g rown 
f r o m a c o m m u t e r h a m l e t t o a 
n e i g h b o r h o o d w i t h i n a m e t r o p o l i s , 
b u t i t h a s s t i l l m a n a g e d t o 
m a i n t a i n i t s own i d e n t i t y , m u c h l i k e 
C h e s t n u t H i l l i n P h i l a d e l p h i a , 
w h i c h t e c h n i c a l l y h a s b e e n a 
c i t y ne ighbo rhood s i n c e 1 8 5 4 . J e a n 
Block has w r i t t e n an a r c h i t e c t u r a l 
h i s t o r y of t h e c o m m u n i t y i n i t s 
f o r m a t i v e y e a r s . S h e m a k e s 
e x c e l l e n t u s e of p h o t o g r a p h s a s 
e v i d e n c e , and t h e book i s a u s e f u l 
supplement to t h e s u r v e y of h o u s i n g 
f o u n d i n H a r o l d M. M a y e r a n d 
Richard C. Wade, Chicago: Growth 
of a Metropolis (1969). Hyde Park 
Houses i n c l u d e s b i o g r a p h i c a l 
i n f o r m a t i o n on m o r e t h a n f o r t y 
a r c h i t e c t s and an i m p r e s s i v e c h e c k 
l i s t of over n i n e hundred e x i s t i n g 
b u i l d i n g s t h a t i s o r g a n i z e d by 
s t r e e t and n o t e s c o n s t r u c t i o n d a t e , 
a r c h i t e c t , o w n e r , a n d o w n e r ' s 
o c c u p a t i o n . 

T h e b r i e f n a r r a t i v e o f 
e i g h t y - e i g h t pages i s d i v i d e d i n t o 
t h r e e c h a p t e r s ( " T h e P e r f e c t 
Subu rb , 1 8 5 6 - 7 1 , " "Years of Growth, 
1 8 7 2 - 8 9 , " and "A C i t y Ne ighborhood , 
1 8 9 0 - 1 9 1 0 " ) . The Hyde P a r k t h a t 
B l o c k d i s c u s s e s i s o n l y a s m a l l 
p a r t (3 s q u a r e m i l e s ) of t he former 
t o w n s h i p of Hyde P a r k ( 4 8 s q u a r e 
m i l e s ) , and i t e x t e n d s s o u t h from 
47 th S t r e e t to 59 th S t r e e t and e a s t 
f rom C o t t a g e G r o v e Road t o L a k e 
M i c h i g a n . T h i s i s t h e n o r t h e a s t 
c o r n e r of t h e townsh ip which a r e a l 
e s t a t e s p e c u l a t o r , P a u l C o r n e l l , 
saw as an i d e a l p l a c e t o p l a n a 
commuter v i l l a g e . In 1853 C o r n e l l 
bought t h r e e - h u n d r e d a c r e s b e t w e e n 
5 1 s t and 55 th S t r e e t s and p r o m p t l y 
gave s i x t y t o t h e I l l i n o i s C e n t r a l 
R a i l r o a d in r e t u r n for t h e p r o m i s e 
o f a p a s s e n g e r s t a t i o n a n d 
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c o m m u t e r s e r v i c e t o d o w n t o w n 
Ch icago , l e s s t h a n t e n m i l e s away . 
Three y e a r s l a t e r Hyde P a r k was an 
o f f i c i a l s u b u r b when t h e I l l i n o i s 
C e n t r a l o p e n e d C h i c a g o ' s f i r s t 
suburban p a s s e n g e r s t a t i o n a t 5 3 r d 
and Lake P a r k . 

In t h e e a r l y y e a r s Hyde P a r k 
g r e w i n t o t h r e e d i s t i n c t 
n e i g h b o r h o o d s : Kenwood, Hyde P a r k 
C e n t e r , and S o u t h P a r k . Kenwood 
was c l o s e s t t o C h i c a g o and b e c a m e 
t h e m o s t f a s h i o n a b l e , l a r g e l y 
b e c a u s e i t a d j o i n e d C h i c a g o ' s 
w e a l t h y P r a i r i e A v e n u e d i s t r i c t 
t h a t e x t e n d e d s o u t h i n t o Kenwood. 
Hyde P a r k C e n t e r and S o u t h P a r k 
w e r e m o r e m o d e s t , a n d m a n y 
w o r k i n g m e n i n f a c t l i v e d t h e r e . 
The o p e n i n g of t h e U n i v e r s i t y of 
Chicago in Hyde Pa rk C e n t e r i n t h e 
e a r l y 1890s gave Hyde P a r k a m a j o r 
b o o s t . The p r e s t i g e o u s u n i v e r s i t y 
was a " c l e a n i n d u s t r y " t h a t a d d e d 
s t a t u s t o t h e community and h e l p e d 
H y d e P a r k k e e p u p w i t h i t s 
n o r t h s i d e r i v a l , E v a n s t o n , w h i c h 
w a s t h e home o f N o r t h w e s t e r n 
U n i v e r s i t y . By 1910 C o r n e l l ' s 
d r e a m o f H y d e P a r k b e c o m i n g a 
p r o s p e r o u s suburb had been r e a l i z e d 
a l t h o u g h i t r e m a i n e d a h i g h l y 
v a r i e g a t e d c o m m u n i t y i n t e r m s of 
c l a s s . 

What i s s u r p r i s i n g l y m i s s i n g 
i s any d i s c u s s i o n of t h e g r o w t h of 
t h e b l a c k p o p u l a t i o n on C h i c a g o ' s 
South S ide and i t s i m p a c t i n Hyde 
P a r k . W h i l e g r a n t i n g t h a t t h e 
b l a c k p o p u l a t i o n i n Hyde P a r k was 
l e s s t h a n f i v e p e r c e n t in 1910, t h e 
f i g u r e g rew g r e a t l y i n t h e n e x t 
d e c a d e . T h o s e y e a r s w e r e a l s o 
m a r k e d by i n c i d e n t s o f r a c i a l 
v i o l e n c e a s w h i t e r e s i d e n t s 
a t t e m p t e d t o b l o c k t h e movement of 
b l a c k s i n t o t h e c o m m u n i t y . The 
c o n f r o n t a t i o n s c u l m i n a t e d i n a 
s a v a g e r a c e r i o t i n J u l y 1919 i n 
which f o r t y - e i g h t p e r s o n s d i e d i n 
Hyde Park and o t h e r n e i g h b o r h o o d s 

on t h e S o u t h S i d e . A b r i e f 
e p i l o g u e would have been u s e f u l t o 
summarize some of t h i s h i s t o r y of 
Hyde P a r k a f t e r 1 9 1 0 , w i t h some 
d i s c u s s i o n a l s o o f t h e f a c t o r s 
b e h i n d t h e c o m m u n i t y r e n a i s s a n c e 
t ha t Hyde Park Houses r e f l e c t s . 
I t would a l s o h a v e b e e n u s e f u l t o 
have i n c l u d e d some i n f o r m a t i o n on 
t h e p r e s e n t use of t h e s e v e n t y - s i x 
h o u s e s t h a t w e r e p h o t o g r a p h e d , 
e s p e c i a l l y s i n c e t h e y w e r e 
p h o t o g r a p h e d r e c e n t l y and a l l seem 
t o be i n e x c e l l e n t c o n d i t i o n . 

N o n e t h e l e s s Hyde Park Houses 
i s a h e l p f u l a d d i t i o n t o s t u d i e s 
l i k e Sam B. Warner J r . , Streetcar 
Suburbs: The Process of Growth in 
Boston^ 1870-1900 ( 1 9 6 2 ) ; H . J . 
Dyos, Victorian Surburb: A Study 
of the Growth of the Camberwell 
(1961); and G i l l i a n T i n d a l l , The 
Fields Beneath: The History of One 
London Village (1977), on Kentish 
Town. Most of t h e l i t e r a t u r e about 
s u b u r b s c o n c e n t r a t e s o n t h e 
p o s t - W o r l d War I I e r a a n d i s 
w r i t t e n by s o c i a l s c i e n t i s t s who 
t end t o assume t h a t t he L e v i t t o w n s 
a n d t h e New T o w n s m a r k t h e 
b e g i n n i n g of t h e suburban movement. 
So b o o k s l i k e B l o c k ' s , w h i c h add 
t h e h i s t o r i c a l d i m e n s i o n t o t h e 
p r o c e s s of s u b u r b a n g r o w t h , a r e 
e s p e c i a l l y welcome. 

Michae l P . McCarthy 
C e n t e r for P h i l a d e l p h i a S t u d i e s 

S u t c l i f f e , Anthony. A History of 
Modern Town Planning: A 
Bibliographic Guide. Birmingham: 
C e n t r e f o r U r b a n a n d R e g i o n a l 
S t u d i e s , U n i v e r s i t y of B i r m i n g h a m , 
R e s e a r c h M e m o r a n d u m N o . 5 7 . 
F e b r u a r y , 1977. Pp . 112. 

In 1974 a H i s t o r y of P l a n n i n g 
Group was e s t a b l i s h e d i n G r e a t 
B r i t a i n " t o e n c o u r a g e a n d 


