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THESIS ABSTRACTS/RÉSUMÉS DES THESES 

E l i z a b e t h M.W. McGahan, "The P o r t 
i n t h e C i t y : S a i n t J o h n , N . B . 
( 1 8 6 7 - 1 9 1 1 ) a n d t h e P r o c e s s o f 
I n t e g r a t i o n . " P h . D . T h e s i s , 
U n i v e r s i t y of New Brunswick , 1979. 

For most of t h i s c e n t u r y t h e 
s y m b i o t i c d e v e l o p m e n t o f 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n s y s t e m s a n d t h e 
o r g a n i z a t i o n of a s o c i e t y h a s b e e n 
g e n e r a l l y a c c e p t e d . In Canada t h i s 
r e l a t i o n s h i p was f i r s t e x p l o r e d by 
H.A. I n n i s ' A History of the 
Canadian Pacific Railway. 
R e t a i n i n g t h e b r o a d e r t h e o r e t i c a l 
o u t l i n e s of t h a t work but a d j u s t i n g 
t h e focus t o a n o d a l e m p h a s i s h a s 
p e r m i t t e d an e x a m i n a t i o n o f t h e 
r o l e of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n d e v e l o p m e n t 
i n t h e p r o c e s s of i n t e g r a t i o n as i t 
a p p l i e d t o S a i n t J o h n . From t h i s 
s t u d y s e v e r a l c o n c l u s i o n s may be 
d r a w n a b o u t S a i n t J o h n a s a 
s o c i o - s p a t i a l u n i t by f o c u s s i n g on 
a p r i m a r y i n s t i t u t i o n w i t h i n t h e 
c i t y : t h e P o r t . 

D u r i n g t h e y e a r s 1 8 6 7 - 1 9 1 1 
S a i n t J o h n b e c a m e p a r t o f a 
Canad ian s y s t e m of c i t i e s t h r o u g h 
i t s " e x p o r t f u n c t i o n " : t h e 
s e r v i c e s p r o v i d e d by i t s p o r t . 
P r e s i d i n g a t t h e l o c a l l e v e l o v e r 
t h i s p r o c e s s of i n t e g r a t i o n w e r e 
t w o e l i t e g r o u p s : t h e Common 
C o u n c i l ( c i v i c e l i t e ) c o m p r i s e d of 
t h e Mayor and Aldermen, e s p e c i a l l y 
c o n c e r n e d w i t h t h e i n t e r n a l u r b a n 
s y s t e m , a n d t h e B o a r d o f T r a d e 
( b u s i n e s s e l i t e ) c o m p r i s e d of t h e 
o f f i c e r s and e x e c u t i v e c o u n c i l of 
t h a t o r g a n i z a t i o n , a n d , i n 
c o n t r a s t , c o n c e r n e d w i t h t h e 
e x t e r n a l u rban s y s t e m . 

T h r o u g h o u t " t h e A t l a n t i c 
Y e a r s " of 1 8 6 7 - 1 8 7 9 e a c h g r o u p 
a t t e m p t e d t o m a i n t a i n i t s s p h e r e of 
i n f l u e n c e i n r e l a t i o n t o t h e p o r t , 
and t h e a c t i v i t i e s of each focus sed 

w i t h i n t h e h a r b o u r on t h e M a r k e t 
S l i p - L o n g W h a r f a r e a . I n t h e 
t r a n s i t i o n a l y e a r s of 1879-1895 t h e 
s p a t i a l focus a l o n g t h e w a t e r f r o n t 
r ema ined on t h e main p e n i n s u l a b u t 
g r e a t e r a t t e n t i o n w a s d i r e c t e d 
t o w a r d s t h e R e e d ' s P o i n t - L o w e r Cove 
a r e a r e f l e c t i n g b o t h t h e p r e s e n c e 
o f a n o u t s i d e a g e n c y , t h e 
I n t e r c o l o n i a l R a i l w a y , a n d t h e 
d e s i r e of t h e l o c a l e l i t e t o r e t a i n 
t h e f o c u s o f t r a d e on t h e E a s t 
S i d e . The l a s t p e r i o d , " t h e 
C o n t i n e n t a l Y e a r s " of 1 8 9 5 - 1 9 1 1 , 
was c h a r a c t e r i z e d by b o t h l o c a l 
g r o u p s c e d i n g a n u m b e r o f t h e i r 
p o r t - r e l a t e d f u n c t i o n s t o t h e 
F e d e r a l Government and t h e Canadian 
P a c i f i c R a i l w a y a n d b y t h e 
emergence of t h e West S i d e as t h e 
m o s t i m p o r t a n t f o c u s o f p o r t 
a c t i v i t y . 

The r e m o v a l of l o c a l c o n t r o l 
a n d t h e d e c l i n i n g l e v e l o f 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n by t h e c i t y ' s e l i t e 
was r e f l e c t e d s p a t i a l l y i n t h e 
r e t r e a t from t h e w a t e r f r o n t on t h e 
main p e n i n s u l a by l o c a l b u s i n e s s e s 
t o an u p - t o w n c o n c e n t r a i o n . The 
p o l i t i c a l c u l m i n a t i o n o f t h i s 
s p a t i a l e x p r e s s i o n was d e m o n s t r a t e d 
i n 1911 w i t h t h e s i g n i n g o f an 
a g r e e m e n t f o r m a l i z i n g o u t s i d e 
dominance, in p o r t a f f a i r s . At t h e 
same t ime t h a t i n t e g r a t i o n t h r o u g h 
t h e " e x p o r t f u n c t i o n " of t h e p o r t 
h a d a l t e r e d c e r t a i n s p a t i a l 
r e l a t i o n s h i p s w i t h i n t h e 
w a t e r f r o n t , t h e absence of i n t e n s e 
i m m i g r a t i o n a l s o h a d a s s i s t e d i n 
r e i n f o r c i n g l a n d - u s e p a t t e r n s i n 
e x i s t e n c e s i n c e 1 8 6 7 , e s p e c i a l l y 
t h e e l i t e r e s i d e n t i a l c l u s t e r s on 
t h e main p e n i n s u l a . 

By 1911 t h e r e f o r e , t h e i n d i c e s 
t e s t i f y i n g t o t h e p r o c e s s o f 
i n t e g r a t i o n by w h i c h t h e p o r t had 
b e e n d r a w n i n t o t h e n e x u s o f a 
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na t iona l t r a n s p o r t a t i o n system, and 
thus a n a t i o n a l sys tem of c i t i e s , 
were in e v i d e n c e . But e q u a l l y 
i m p o r t a n t f o r t h e c i t y was t h e 
p e r s i s t e n c e of s e v e r a l of t h e 
s p a t i a l p a t t e r n s i d e n t i f i e d i n 
1867. Thus t h e example of S a i n t 
John suggests tha t i n t e g r a t i o n in to 
a l a rge r system through one s e c t o r 
of i n s t i t u t i o n such as t h e p o r t , 
a l t e r s both the con t ro l and s p a t i a l 
focus of tha t i n s t i t u t i o n but does 
not n e c e s s a r i t l y a l t e r a l l of t he 
s p a t i a l p a t t e r n s , a f a c t 
d e m o n s t r a t e d p a r t i c u l a r l y in t h e 
c o n t i n u a t i o n of ma in p e n i n s u l a 
r e s i d e n t i a l c l u s t e r i n g s . In 
i t s e l f , such s e l e c t i v e c h a n g e 
r e f l e c t s t h e i n c r e a s i n g 
s p e c i a l i z a t i o n of function emerging 
wi th in a developing n a t i o n a l system 
of c i t i e s . M o r e o v e r , i t may 
suggest something about the process 
of i n t e g r a t i o n developing in Canada 
d u r i n g t h a t p e r i o d whereby sma l l 
u n i t s on t h e p e r i p h e r y b e c a m e 
i n t e g r a t e d s e g m e n t a l l y i n t o a 
n a t i o n a l system of c i t i e s . 

Sheva Medjuck, "Wooden Ships and 
I r o n P e o p l e : The L i v e s of t h e 
People of Moncton, New Brunswick , 
1 8 5 1 - 1 8 7 1 . " Ph.D. T h e s i s , York 
Unive r s i ty , 1979. 

In recent years the new s o c i a l 
h i s t o r y of the n i n e t e e n t h Century 
has provided us with many o r i g i n a l , 
and sometimes s t a r t l i n g , i n s i g h t s 
i n t o t h e c o n d i t i o n s of p e o p l e ' s 
l i v e s d u r i n g t h o s e t i m e s . I t i s 
now qu i t e evident tha t t h e o r e t i c a l 
formulat ions about the past must no 
longer r e s t on i n t u i t i v e f e e l i n g s 
b u t m u s t , i n s t e a d , r e s t on 
e m p i r i c a l e v i d e n c e . As s u c h we 
h a v e w i t n e s s e d an i n c r e a s e d 
i n t e r e s t i n n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y 
community s t u d i e s . 

The task in t h i s s t udy i s to 
add to t h i s r e c o n s t r u c t i o n of the 
p a s t by a ca se s t u d y of Moncton, 
New Brunswick. The d a t a for t h i s 
study are p r i m a r i l y a c q u i r e d from 
the census r e c o r d s for t he P a r i s h 
o f M o n c t o n i n t h e C o u n t y o f 
Westmorland for t he census y e a r s 
1 8 5 1 , 1 8 6 1 a n d 1 8 7 1 . T h e 
i n t r o d u c t i o n of t h i s new d a t a not 
on ly p r o v i d e s us w i t h a b e t t e r 
unders tanding of the l i v e s of the 
people of Moncton Par i sh from 1851 
to 1871 but a lso addresses a number 
of c r i t i c a l t h e o r e t i c a l i s s u e s 
about n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y s o c i e t y . 
In t h i s way we hope to a c h i e v e a 
c l e a r e r a n d m o r e a c c u r a t e 
unders tanding of the p a s t . 

P a r t i c u l a r l y , t h e m a j o r 
f l u c t u a t i o n s in Moncton1 s economy 
a l l o w u s t o e x a m i n e t h e 
i m p l i c a t i o n s of boom and b u s t 
economic cycles on p e o p l e ' s l i v e s . 
F i r s t -of a l l , we examine househo ld 
and family s t r u c t u r e in Moncton in 
order to determine the v a l i d i t y of 
v a r i o u s t h e o r i e s a b o u t 
p r e - i n d u s t r i a l household s t r u c t u r e . 
Our d a t a c l e a r l y s h o w t h a t 
household s t r u c t u r e can be h i g h l y 
mal leab le over t ime. Changes occur 
in household s t r u c t u r e in Moncton 
a s d i r e c t r e s p o n s e t o t h e 
c o m m u n i t y ' s n e e d s . T h e 
e c o n o m i c a l l y v o l a t i l e c l i m a t e 
c r e a t e s a v o l a t i l e h o u s e h o l d 
s t r u c t u r e . We do no t , however, find 
evidence for the e x i s t e n c e of the 
ex t ended fami ly h o u s e h o l d b e f o r e 
i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n (as s u g g e s t e d by 
f u n c t i o n a l i s t s ) but r a t h e r , under 
c e r t a i n c i r c u m s t a n c e s , f o r t h e 
e x i s t e n c e of mu 1 t i p 1 e - f am i 1 y 
h o u s e h o l d s , i . e . , u n r e l a t e d 
fami l ies dwe l l i ng t o g e t h e r in the 
same household. 

S e c o n d l y , t h e s e e c o n o m i c 
c h a n g e s a r e a c c o m p a n i e d b y 
t rans format ions in the occupat ional 
s t r u c t u r e . D i f f e r e n t t y p e s of 
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work ing p e o p l e f i nd d i f f e r e n t ways 
o f a d a p t i n g t o t h e e f f e c t s o f a 
boom and b u s t economy. G e o g r a p h i c 
m o b i l i t y , s imply p i c k i n g up s t a k e s 
a n d l e a v i n g , i s n o t t h e o n l y 
r e s p o n s e t o i n c r e a s i n g l y h a r d 
t i m e s . R a t h e r a n o t h e r i m p o r t a n t 
m e c h a n i s m f o r d e a l i n g w i t h a 
d e p r e s s e d economy i s a r e t u r n t o 
f a r m i n g . T h i s i n d i c a t e s t h a t t h e 
t r a n s i t i o n f rom s e l f - s u f f i c i e n t 
a g r i c u l t u r a l p r o d u c t i o n t o 
w a g e - l a b o u r o n t h e o p e n , 
c o m p e t i t i v e marke t i s no t a s i m p l e , 
u n i d i r e c t i o n a l p r o c e s s . T h u s , 
w h i l e fors s o m e M o n c t o n i a n s t h e 
r e s p o n s e t o t h e economic h a r d s h i p s 
i s t o l e a v e t h e a r e a , t h i s i s l e s s 
a t r e n d h e r e t h a n i n o t h e r 
n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y c o m m u n i t i e s . 
For many Moncton r e s i d e n t s a r e t u r n 
t o t h e farm i s a c l e a r a l t e r n a t i v e . 
I n t h e d e p r e s s e d e c o n o m y o f t h e 
m i d - n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y b e i n g a 
f a r m e r , o r b e i n g a b l e t o b e c o m e 
o n e , p r o v i d e s some g u a r a n t e e , 
however m i n o r , of b e i n g a b l e t o eke 
out a l i v i n g . T h i s r e t u r n t o t h e 
l a n d s u g g e s t s t h a t s e c o n d a r y 
i n d u s t r i a l u n e m p l o y m e n t may b e 
t r a n s f o r m e d i n t o p r i m a r y 
a g r i c u l t u r a l underemployment . 

High r a t e s of t r a n s i e n c y in t h e 
n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y a r e no t s imply a 
u n i v e r s a l phenomena as much of t h e 
l i t e r a t u r e s u g g e s t s . R a t h e r , t h e 
u n d e r l y i n g o c c u p a t i o n a l s t r u c t u r e 
must be c o n s i d e r e d as an i m p o r t a n t 
v a r i a b l e i n e x p l a i n i n g g e o g r a p h i c 
m o b i l i t y . 

F i n a l l y , t h e s e o c c u p a t i o n a l 
r e l o c a t i o n s c r e a t e l i t t l e 
o p p o r t u n i t y f o r i n t r a g e n e r a t i o n a l 
o r i n t e r g e n e r a t i o n a l o c c u p a t i o n a l 
m o b i l i t y . C o n c l u s i o n s a b o u t 
n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y upward m o b i l i t y 
m u s t b e e x a m i n e d w i t h i n t h e 
framework of changes in t h e economy 
and l a b o u r m a r k e t . While i t i s y e t 

t o o s o o n t o d r a w a n y f i n a l 
c o n c l u s i o n s a b o u t l i f e i n t h e 
m i d - n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y i n N o r t h 
A m e r i c a , t h e e v i d e n c e p r e s e n t e d i n 
t h i s s t u d y c l e a r l y t h r o w s i n t o 
q u e s t i o n some of t h e more g e n e r a l 
f o r m u l a t i o n s f o u n d i n t h e 
l i t e r a t u r e . What i s q u i t e d e f i n i t e 
i s t h a t p o p u l a r i d e o l o g y c a n no 
l o n g e r ' ' s u f f i c e as a g u i d e t o s o c i a l 
r e a l i t y . 

J o h n B o t t o m l e y , " I d e o l o g y , 
P l a n n i n g , a n d L a n d s c a p e : T h e 
B u s i n e s s C o m m u n i t y , U r b a n Refo rm 
a n d t h e E s t a b l i s h m e n t o f T o w n 
P l a n n i n g i n V a n c o u v e r , B r i t i s h 
C o l u m b i a , 1 9 0 0 - 1 9 4 0 . " P h . D . 
T h e s i s , U n i v e r s i t y o f B r i t i s h 
Co lumbia , 1977 . 

To e x p l o r e t h e t h e s i s t h a t t h e 
l a n d s c a p e s of c i t i e s r e f l e c t t h e 
i d e o l o g i c a l u n d e r p i n n i n g s of t h e 
s o c i a l g roups d o m i n a n t d u r i n g t h e 
p e r i o d s o f s i g n i f i c a n t u r b a n 
g r o w t h , a d e t a i l e d i n v e s t i g a t i o n 
was u n d e r t a k e n w i t h i n t h e C i t y of 
V a n c o u v e r . T h e c o r r e s p o n d e n c e 
b e t w e e n t h e i d e o l o g y a n d 
i n s t i t u t i o n s of a dominant b u s i n e s s 
e l i t e and the l a n d s c a p e s c r e a t e d in 
t h e p e r i o d b e t w e n 1 9 0 0 a n d 1 9 4 0 
p r o v i d e t h e major e v i d e n c e . 

The d i f f u s i o n of an A m e r i c a n 
r e f o r m i d e o l o g y i n t o e a s t e r n Canada 
a n d l a t e r i n t o t h e C i t y o f 
Vancouver i s d e s c r i b e d . Two m a j o r 
m a n i f e s t a t i o n s of t h i s i d e o l o g y a r e 
documented . The f i r s t , a r t i c u l a t e d 
i n t h e n o n - p a r t i s a n , a t - l a r g e 
e l e c t i o n and c i t y manager movements 
was c o n c e r n e d w i t h t h e n e e d t o 
e n s u r e e f f i c i e n c y and h o n e s t y i n 
u r b a n g o v e r n m e n t . T h e s e c o n d 
c o n c e r n e d t h e n e e d t o i n s t i t u t e 
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u r b a n p l a n n i n g a s a m e a n s t o 
f a c i l i t a t e e f f i c i e n t e c o n o m i c and 
u rban g rowth . 

The p r i n c i p a l r e fo rm a d v o c a t e s 
i n V a n c o u v e r w e r e members of t h e 
c i t y ' s b u s i n e s s e l i t e . O p e r a t i n g 
f r o m w i t h i n t h e i n s t i t u t i o n a l 
framework of t h e Vancouver Board of 
T r a d e , t h e y l o b b i e d t h e C i t y and 
P r o v i n c i a l G o v e r n m e n t s t h r o u g h o u t 
t h e p e r i o d 1 9 1 8 - 1 9 2 5 f o r t h e 
enac tmen t of p l a n n i n g l e g i s l a t i o n . 
S u c c e s s w a s a c h i e v e d w h e n t h e 
P r o v i n c i a l L e g i s l a t u r e p a s s e d t h e 
Town P l a n n i n g Act in December 1925. 

I n t u r n t h e V a n c o u v e r C i t y 
Counc i l c r e a t e d t h e V a n c o u v e r Town 
P l a n n i n g Commission. The m a j o r i t y 
of c o m m i s s i o n e r s w e r e b u s i n e s s m e n 
w h o h e l d t h e r e f o r m v i e w o f 
p l a n n i n g a s t h e f a c i l i t a t o r o f 
e f f i c i e n t g r o w t h . A p l a n n i n g 
e x p e r t , H a r l a n d B a r t h o l o m e w , was 
h i r e d i n 1 9 2 6 t o p r o v i d e t h e 
c o m m i s s i o n w i t h t h e d e s i r e d 
b l u e p r i n t for d e v e l o p m e n t . Ho ld ing 
s i m i l a r v iews on p l a n n i n g t o t h o s e 
of t he c o m m i s s i o n e r , h i s * 1929 p l a n 
p r o v i d e d a s t r u c t u r e d d e v e l o p m e n t 
p l a n of c o n s i d e r a b l e d e t a i l w h i c h 
was t h e p r i m a r y d e t e r m i n a n t o f 
V a n c o u v e r ' s e v o l v i n g u r b a n 
s t r u c t u r e u n t i l t h e l a t e 1 9 6 0 s . 
T h i s i n f l u e n c e w a s e x p r e s s e d 
p r i m a r i l y t h r o u g h t h e o p e r a t i o n of 
t h e zon ing b y - l a w s which s p e c i f i e d 
l e g a l l y - p e r m i t t e d l a n d u s e s 
t h r o u g h o u t t h e c i t y . V a n c o u v e r ' s 
u rban s t r u c t u r e , in r e f l e c t i n g t h e 
i d e o l o g y of r e f o r m u n d e r p i n n i n g 
b o t h t h e a c t i o n s o f t h e T o w n 
P l a n n i n g Commission and t h e n a t u r e 
of t h e Ba r tho lomew P l a n , s u p p o r t s 
t h e g e n e r a l t h e s i s o f t h e 
d i s s e r t a t i o n . 

P a r a l l e l s b e t w e e n t h e c i v i c 
e x p r e s s i o n of r e f o r m and n a t i o n a l 
e x p r e s s i o n s of r e fo rm a r e drawn, as 

a r e s o m e i m p l i c a t i o n s o f t h e 
s t u d y ' s f i n d i n g s f o r g e o g r a p h i c a l 
r e s e a r c h and o u r u n d e r s t a n d i n g of 
p r e s e n t u rban p l a n n i n g . 

The a n a l y s e s p r e s e n t e d a r e 
based upon a wide r a n g e of a r c h i v a l 
and s e c o n d a r y m a t e r i a l s . I m p o r t a n t 
among t h e s e were c i t y and m u n i c i p a l 
c o u n c i l m i n u t e b o o k s , t h e m i n u t e s 
and c o r r e s p o n d e n c e of t he Vancouver 
Town P l a n n i n g C o m m i s s i o n , t h e 
m i n u t e s of t h e V a n c o u v e r Boa rd of 
Trade and i t s commi t t ees , p e r s o n a l 
p a p e r s , c i t y a n d b i o g r a p h i c a l 
d i r e c t o r i e s , m a p s , n e w s p a p e r s and 
m a g a z i n e s , a n d g o v e r n m e n t a n d 
p l a n n i n g c o m m i s s i o n r e p o r t s . The 
a c c o u n t of t h e American o r i g i n s of 
u r b a n r e f o r m i s d e r i v e d l a r g e l y 
from s e c o n d a r y s o u r c e s . 

Buran t , J im . "The D e v e l o p m e n t of 
t h e V i s u a l A r t s i n H a l i f a x , Nova 
S c o t i a f r o m 1 8 1 5 t o 1 8 6 7 a s an 
E x p r e s s i o n of C u l t u r a l A w a k e n i n g . " 
M.A. t h e s i s , I n s t i t u t e of C a n a d i a n 
S t u d i e s , C a r l e t o n U n i v e r s i t y , 1979. 

Th i s t h e s i s i s c o n c e r n e d w i t h 
t h e deve lopment of t he v i s u a l a r t s 
i n a c o l o n i a l s o c i e t y b e t w e e n 1815 
and 1867 . H a l i f a x , Nova S c o t i a i s 
one of t h e i m p o r t a n t c e n t r e s o f 
s o c i a l , i n t e l l e c t u a l , and p o l i t i c a l 
d e v e l o p m e n t i n B r i t i s h N o r t h 
America d u r i n g t h i s p e r i o d , and an 
e x a m i n a t i o n of i t s s i t u a t i o n c a n 
l e a d t o f u r t h e r v a l u a b l e s t u d i e s in 
t e rms of t h e e n t i r e c o l o n i a l s c e n e . 
The v i s u a l a r t s , as d i s c u s s e d h e r e , 
r e l a t e p r i m a r i l y t o t he p r o d u c t i o n 
o f t w o - d i m e n s i o n a l o b j e c t s , 
e x c l u d i n g s u c h p u r s u i t s a s 
a r c h i t e c t u r e and s c u l p t u r e , w h i c h 
d e s e r v e s e p a r a t e n o t i c e . Both t h e 
a c t u a l p r o d u c t i o n of v i s u a l o b j e c t s 
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and t h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f t h e 
philosophy of the v i s u a l a r t s in a 
co lon ia l soc ie ty are d i scussed . 

This study d iv ides i t s e l f i n t o 
t h r e e p a r t s , n o t a l l e q u a l l y 
t r e a t e d : t h e f i r s t c o v e r s t h e 
period from t h e end of t he War of 
1812 t o the end of 1831, the l a t t e r 
b e i n g a r a t h e r a r b i t r a r y p o i n t 
dependen t s o l e l y on a d e s i r e t o 
br ing to a c lose the i n i t i a l phase 
in t h e development of t h e v i s u a l 
a r t s ; the second covers t h e p e r i o d 
from 1832 to 1850, which might be 
termed t h e "go lden a g e " f o r t h e 
v i s u a l a r t s , a s t h e y f o u n d 
e x p r e s s i o n a s an a s p e c t of t h e 
pecu l i a r Nova Scotian cha rac te r and 
consc iousness ; while the t h i r d par t 
from 1850 t o 1867, i s a c u r s o r y 
e x a m i n a t i o n o f s u b s e q u e n t 
developments before C o n f e d e r a t i o n . 
This essay i s n e i t h e r meant t o be 
exhaus t ive in d e t a i l nor f i n a l in 
i t s conc lus ions . One should r a the r 
look upon i t as an i n t r o d u c t i o n t o 
a f i e ld of study which deserves far 
more s e r i o u s e x a m i n a t i o n and 
t r ea tmen t . 

Adam, R o b e r t D. " M y t h a n d 
R e a l i t i e s of V a n c o u v e r ' s O r i e n t a l 
T rade , 1 8 8 6 - 1 9 4 2 . " M.A. t h e s i s , 
Univers i ty of V i c t o r i a , 1980. 

The myth of Or i en ta l t r a d e , the 
c o n v i c t i o n t h a t t r a d e wi th China 
and J a p a n was d e s t i n e d t o be 
immensely l u c r a t i v e , was common in 
the United S t a t e s , Grea t B r i t a i n , 
a n d C a n a d a d u r i n g t h e l a t e 
n ine teen th cen tury . To some e x t e n t , 
i t i n f l u e n c e d g o v e r n m e n t and 
bus iness in a l l th ree n a t i o n s . In 
Canada t h e myth s u p p l i e d a minor 
motive for the c o n s t r u c t i o n of t h e 

C.P.R. and the main reason why t h e 
C . P . R . c h o s e V a n c o u v e r as i t s 
western terminus and e s t a b l i s h e d a 
s t e a m s h i p s e r v i c e t o t h e O r i e n t . 
Thereaf te r the myth led Ot tawa to 
oppose a n t i - O r i e n t a l l e g i s l a t i o n in 
B r i t i s h Columbia , l e s t i t i n j u r e 
Canada's Or i en t a l t r a d e . Yet t hey 
need no t have b o t h e r e d ; C a n a d a ' s 
t r a d e wi th China and J a p a n grew 
s l o w l y b e f o r e 1914 e x p o s i n g t h e 
optimism as myth. 

S u p e r f i c i a l l y , t he s t o r y was 
t he same in Vancouver , but t h e r e 
the myth and r e a l i t y of t rade had a 
much more p o s i t i v e i n f l u e n c e . The 
myth was a powerfu l p r o m o t i o n a l 
e l e m e n t . P r o p a g a t e d i n c i t y 
p u b l i c a t i o n s , i t deluded u n c r i t i c a l 
Vancouveri tes i n t o b e l i e v i n g t h a t 
Or i en t a l t rade was a l ready s i z a b l e , 
ever i n c r e a s i n g , or about to boom. 
C i r c u m s t a n t i a l e v i d e n c e made the 
myth c r e d i b l e , and V a n c o u v e r i t e s 
embraced i t b e c a u s e i t was good 
p u b l i c i t y . 

I n d e e d , Vancouver came i n t o 
e x i s t e n c e b e c a u s e t h e C . P . R . 
fo l lowed t h e m y t h . The C . P . R . 
chose Vancouver's b i r t h p l a c e , named 
i t and n u r t u r e d i t as a t r a n s i t 
port for O r i e n t a l t r a d e . Company 
investment d i c t a t e d the l a y o u t of 
the c i t y ' s core , but a f t e r 1897 
urban growth reduced the dominant 
inf luence of Or ien ta l t r ade and the 
r o l e o f t h e m y t h i n b o o s t e r 
p u b l i c a t i o n s . The c i t y ' s magazines 
had o t h e r a s s e t s about w h i c h t o 
boas t . 

But domes t i c d e p r e s s i o n and 
t h e W o r l d War I e n f e e b l e d 
Vancouver 's t rade and exposed both 
the smal l s i z e of O r i e n t a l t r a d e 
and the myth. Despite the absence 
of many c o m p e t i t o r s V a n c o u v e r 
merchants could not t r ade wi th t he 
Orient because they had no shipping 
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o r b u s i n e s s c o n n e c t i o n s . A few 
f r u s t r a t e d C a n a d i a n s d e v e l o p e d 
t h e i r own m e a n s o f t r a d e , b u t 
Amer icans and J a p a n e s e w e r e m a i n l y 
r e s p o n s i b l e fo r c o n t i n u i n g O r i e n t a l 
t r a d e . The J a p a n e s e e x p a n d e d 
V a n c o u v e r ' s e x p o r t s and s u s t a i n e d 
t h e p o r t t h r o u g h t h e war y e a r s . 

Because J a p a n n e e d e d C a n a d i a n 
food and raw m a t e r i a l s , J a p a n e s e 
e n t r e p r e n e u r s l e d t h e f o r e i g n 
i n t e r e s t s w h i c h d o m i n a t e d 
V a n c o u v e r ' s p o s t - w a r t r a d e . Famine 
and c o n s t r u c t i o n in China a d d e d t o 
t h e i r d e m a n d s t o d r a w r e c o r d 
e x p o r t s f r o m V a n c o u v e r i n t h e 
1920s . The boom r e v i v e d t h e myth 
and poured m i l l i o n s of d o l l a r s i n t o 
t h e c i t y . Bu t , ba sed on u n u s u a l l y 
b u o y a n t d e m a n d a n d f o r e i g n 
e n t e r p r i s e , i t c o u l d n o t b e 
pe rmanen t . 

When t h e G r e a t D e p r e s s i o n 
r emoved t h e s e e l e m e n t s , C a n a d i a n 
goods became o v e r p r i c e d , had no one 
t o m a r k e t t h e m , and V a n c o u v e r ' s 
O r i e n t a l t r a d e c o l l a p s e d . Nor d i d 
O r i e n t a l t r a d e r e c o v e r in 1935-1936 
w i t h o t h e r c o m m e r c e , b e c a u s e 
p r o t e c t i o n i s t a g r e e m e n t s f a v o u r e d 
V a n c o u v e r ' s t r a d e wi th t h e B r i t i s h 
empi re r a t h e r t h a n China and J a p a n . 
In 1937, t h e S i n o - J a p a n e s e war c u t 
o f f Ch inese t r a d e , and, a s f e a r of 
J a p a n e s e m i l i t a r i s m i n c r e a s e d , 
Ot tawa l e g i s l a t e d a g a i n s t m i n e r a l 
e x p o r t s t o J a p a n . Few lamented t h e 
l o s s b e c a u s e V a n c o u v e r w a s b u s y 
w i t h o t h e r c o m m e r c e . T h e 
D e p r e s s i o n had b u r i e d t h e myth , and 
w i t h o u t i t O r i e n t a l t r a d e no l o n g e r 
seemed wor th s a v i n g . 


