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o c c u p a t i o n s , w h i c h a r e t h e t r u e s t 
e x p r e s s i o n of t h e n a t u r e of a c i t y , 
a l s o w i l l f i n d p a t e n t s r i c h l y 
r e w a r d i n g . 

A t a t i m e w h e n f a s c m i l e 
r e p r i n t s of t h i s l e n g t h o f t e n s e l l 
f o r $ 3 0 . 0 0 , T h e B l u e Book i s a 
b a r g a i n a t $ 7 . 5 0 . The h i s t o r i c a l 
p r o f e s s i o n owes a word of t h a n k s t o 
G o r d o n P u b l i c a t i o n s , a o n e - m a n 
b a s e m e n t o p e r a t i o n r u n by a 
p r o f e s s i o n a l e n g i n e e r / p a t e n t 
e x a m i n e r who b e l i e v e s p a t e n t s of 
i n v e n t i o n a r e an i m p o r t a n t p a r t of 
t h e h i s t o r i c a l r e c o r d . 

Norman R. B a l l 
E n g i n e e r i n g A r c h i v i s t 
P u b l i c A r c h i v e s of Canada 

>v >v >v 

P r e s t o n , Howard L. Automobile Age 
Atlanta: The Making of a Southern 
Metropolis. Athens: Univers i ty of 
Georgia P r e s s , 1979. Pp. x ix , 203. 
T a b l e s , m a p s , i l l u s t r a t i o n s . 
$12.00. 

Urban h i s t o r y i n t h e U n i t e d 
S t a t e s h a s g e n e r a l l y h a d a 
s o c i o l o g i c a l focus , the i n h a b i t a n t s 
of each c i t y more o f t e n s t u d i e d 
than the c i t y i t s e l f . A c c o r d i n g l y 
the re have been few s t u d i e s of t h e 
c i t y - b u i l d i n g p r o c e s s i n t h a t 
c o u n t r y , w i th t h e a u t o m o t i v e e r a 
e s p e c i a l l y n e g l e c t e d . Howard 
P r e s t o n ' s b r i e f e x a m i n a t i o n of 
A t l a n t a ' s accommodat ion b e t w e e n 
1900 and 1935 to t h e a u t o m o b i l e , 
t h u s m a k e s a n i m p o r t a n t 
c o n t r i b u t i o n to our u n d e r s t a n d i n g 
of American urban development. 

As t h e e p i t o m e of t h e New 
Sou th , A t l a n t a i n t h e l a t e 1890s 
r e v e a l e d how backward t h e r e g i o n 
ye t r ema ined . V i c t i m i z e d by low 
c o t t o n p r i c e s a n d N o r t h e r n 
e x p l o i t a t i o n , A t l a n t a l agged f a r 
b e h i n d c i t i e s l i k e B o s t o n a n d 

P h i l a d e l p h i a i n p o p u l a t i o n and 
development. S p a t i a l l y , A t l an t a in 
1903 resembled a walking c i t y , with 
more money budgeted fo r s i d e w a l k s 
t h a n for s t r e e t s . The w e a l t h y 
s t i l l l i v e d , as in a p r e - i n d u s t r i a l 
c i t y , near downtown, t h e i r mansions 
adorning Peachtree S t r e e t , the only 
a spha l t ed thoroughfare i n A t l a n t a . 
The c i t y , a m e t r o p o l i s n e i t h e r 
f u n c t i o n a l l y nor s p a t i a l l y , had 
only l imi t ed growth p r o s p e c t s , tha t 
i s , u n t i l t h e a d v e n t of t h e 
au tomobi le . 

P r e s t o n , d e v o t i n g an e n t i r e 
c h a p t e r t o t h e 1 9 0 9 A t l a n t a 
automobile show, t h e f i r s t i n t h e 
S o u t h , s t r e s s e s t h a t t h e c i t y ' s 
b o o s t e r s e a r l y r e c o g n i z e d t h e 
economic p o t e n t i a l of t h e m o t o r 
v e h i c l e i n d u s t r y . By m a k i n g 
A t l a n t a the d i s t r i b u t i o n cent re for 
t h e S o u t h e a s t f o r a u t o m o b i l e s , 
p a r t s , and s e r v i c e s they spa rked 
the c i t y ' s "economic awakening" and 
i t s t ransformat ion over two decades 
i n t o a r e g i o n a l m e t r o p o l i s . In 
a d d i t i o n , A t l a n t a ' s l e a d e r s h i p in 
the Southern "good roads" movement 
helped make the c i ty the hub of the 
r e g i o n a l h i g h w a y s y s t e m . 
Economically, t h e a u t o m o b i l e was , 
according to P r e s t o n , a b l e s s i n g . 
"The automobile indus t ry came south 
t o c r e a t e marke t demand f o r i t s 
product and no t , as o the r n o r t h e r n 
e n t e r p r i s e s had done i n t h e p a s t , 
t o r o b t h e r e g i o n of i t s raw 
m a t e r i a l s . " In o t h e r w o r d s , t h e 
automobile con t r ibu ted t o A t l a n t a ' s 
d e c o l o n i z a t i o n . 

The motor c a r had an e q u a l l y 
d r a m a t i c i m p a c t on t h e c i t y 
s p a t i a l l y . Rapid d e c e n t r a l i z a t i o n 
e n s u e d , wi th t h e economic e l i t e 
l ead ing the rush to subu rb i a a f t e r 
1910. To an unusual degree Pres ton 
e m p h a s i z e s t h e " p u s h " f a c t o r s 
behind t h e i r f l i g h t . In 1910 a u t o 
garages began sprout ing up amongst 
the Peachtree S t r e e t m a n s i o n s , as 
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t h e w e a l t h y i n s i s t e d on r e a d y 
a c c e s s t o g a r a g e a n d r e p a i r 
f a c i l i t i e s . A t l a n t a ' s e l i t e 
t h r o u g h t h e i r p a s s i o n f o r 
l i m o u s i n e s t h u s undermined t h e i r 
own n e i g h b o u r h o o d a s P e a c h t r e e 
S t r e e t d e g e n e r a t e d i n t o a n 
automotive s t r i p , and t h e w e a l t h y 
depar ted for ga rden suburbs n o r t h 
of the c i ty core . The expansion of 
t h e c e n t r a l b u s i n e s s d i s t r i c t , 
induced by the automotive boom, and 
the motor veh ic le i t s e l f p r o p e l l e d 
the white middle c lass northward i n 
tu rn a f t e r World War I . 

A t l a n t a ' s b l a c k s were n o t 
allowed to fol low. T y p i c a l l y they 
w e r e t o o p o o r . As w e l l , 
r e s t r i c t i v e c o n v e n a n t s a n d a 
m u n i c i p a l s e g r e g a t i o n o r d i n a n c e , 
passed i n 1922 i n v i o l a t i o n of a 
Supreme C o u r t r u l i n g , k e p t t h e 
n o r t h e r n s u b u r b s w h i t e . M o s t 
blacks were h ived i n t o i n n e r c i t y 
g h e t t o s , al though upper and middle 
c l a s s blacks a c h i e v e d a semblance 
of the suburban dream in a west end 
s u b d i v i s i o n b u i l t by l o c a l b l a c k 
e n t r e p r e n e u r s . The automobile thus 
made poss ib le g r e a t e r s e g r e g a t i o n ; 
i t " b e t t e r e q u i p p e d w h i t e 
A t l a n t a n s , " a f f i r m s P r e s t o n , " t o 
carry out t h e i r r a c i a l p r e j u d i c e s 
aga ins t b l a c k s . " 

The d é c o n c e n t r a t i o n of 
bus ines s , with food and a u t o m o t i v e 
r e t a i l e r s in t h e v a n g u a r d , d u r i n g 
the 1920s accompanied t h e outward 
t h r u s t of t h e p o p u l a t i o n . 
Meanwhile, t r a f f i c c o n g e s t i o n , as 
P r e s t o n shows i n some d e t a i l , 
e roded t h e v i t a l i t y of downtown 
A t l a n t a t h a t d e c a d e . Downtown 
i n t e r e s t s w e r e u n a b l e , i n t h e 
a b s e n c e of a v i a b l e p l a n n i n g 
a u t h o r i t y , to a g r e e on a s o l u t i o n 
t o e i t h e r t h e c o n g e s t i o n or t h e 
c o l l a t e r a l parking problem. 

Nor could t h e c i t y a v e r t t h e 
s t a g n a t i o n of t h e l o c a l s t r e e t 

r a i l w a y i n t h e 1 9 2 0 s . P r e s t o n 
c h i d e s t h e t r a n s i t company f o r 
c l i n g i n g to f ixed r a i l l i n e s . Had 
i t made a f u l l commitment to motor 
buses i n t h e 1920s and used them 
f l e x i b l y l i k e a j i t n e y , m a s s 
t r a n s i t , he i m p l i e s , m i g h t have 
remained more v i a b l e i n A t l a n t a . 
While a u s e f u l c o r r e c t i v e to t h e 
usua l laments over t h e p a s s i n g of 
t h e s t r e e t r a i l w a y i n N o r t h 
America, P r e s t o n ' s argument v e r g e s 
on a n a c h r o n i s m , as h i s model f o r 
pub l i c t r a n s p o r t a t i o n seems more in 
t u n e w i t h t h e m o r e a d v a n c e 
p r o p o s a l s of t h e 1970s t h a n t h e 
wisdom of the 1920s. He a l so seems 
t o u n d e r e s t i m a t e t h e e x t e n t t o 
which Americans have h i s t o r i c a l l y 
been w i l l i n g to s a c r i f i c e t ime and 
m o n e y f o r t h e p r i v i l e g e of 
commuting t o work i n t h e i r own 
automobi le . 

Wishful t h i n k i n g c r o p s up in 
P r e s t o n ' s occas iona l r e f e r e n c e s to 
urban p lann ing . He i n t i m a t e s t h a t 
urban development in A t l a n t a would 
have proceeded more smooth ly , wi th 
l e s s s o c i a l damage, had t h e c i t y ' s 
p l a n n i n g b a o r d b e e n g i v e n r e a l 
power. Yet he himself r evea l s tha t 
t h e v a r i o u s c i t y p l a n s , none of 
them f o r t u n a t e l y implemented before 
World War I I , were d e s i g n e d t o 
c o n t a i n and s e g r e g a t e t h e b l a c k 
p o p u l a t i o n by m e a n s of b r o a d 
p a r k w a y s l i n e d w i t h t r e e s and 
c y c l o n e f e n c e s . The p l a n n e r s i n 
o t h e r words d i d n o t e s c a p e t h e 
norms of the w h i t e community, and 
g r e a t e r s u c c e s s for them i n t h e 
1920s might only have a g g r a v a t e d 
the c i t y ' s growing p a i n s . 

I n g e n e r a l , P r e s t o n ' s book 
w o u l d b e i m p r o v e d b y a n 
a p p r e c i a t i o n of automobility as 
a mass, democratic movement. That 
the major i ty i n At lan ta was r a c i s t 
does not change t h e f a c t t h a t t h e 
c i t y ' s t r a n s f o r m a t i o n a f t e r 1910 
u n d o u b t e d l y c o n f o r m e d t o t h e i r 



- 126 -

w i l l . To come t o a n y o t h e r 
conclusion i t would be necessary to 
e x a m i n e t h e c i t y ' s e l i t e m o r e 
c l o s e l y t h a n d o e s P r e s t o n t o 
determine the extent to which they 
shaped t h e S o u t h e r n u r b a n e t h o s . 
Studies of At l an ta a f t e r World War 
I I by F l o y d H u n t e r a n d K e n t 
Jennings have depic ted an unusual ly 
un i f i ed r u l i n g c l a s s who presumably 
p l ayed a major r o l e i n r e s h a p i n g 
A t l a n t a a s a n a u t o m o t i v e 
m e t r o p o l i s . They a r e but shadows 
i n P r e s t o n ' s w o r k . T h e 
c i t y - b u i l d i n g p r o c e s s i s for him 
l a r g e l y s e l f - g e n e r a t i n g , w i th an 
o c c a s i o n a l b o o s t from t h e more 
v o c a l members of t h e chamber of 
commerce and motor c lubs . 

Donald Davis 
Department of His tory 
Univers i ty of Ottawa 

* * Vc 

P e r r o t , Jean-Claude. Genèse d'une 
ville moderne : Caen au XVIIIe 
siècle. 2 v o l s . P a r i s : Mouton, 
1975. Pp. 1157. I l l u s t r a t e d . 

Leguin, Yves. Les ouvriers de la 
région lyonnaise., 1848-1914. 2 
v o l s . Lyon: Presses u n i v e r s i t a i r e s 
de Lyon, 1977. Pp. 500. 

Bergeron, Louis . Banquiers3 
négociants et manufacturiers 
parisiens de Dire etoire à 
l'Empire. P a r i s : Mouton, 1979. 
Pp. 436. 

Tony J u d t T s a t t a c k on t h a t 

1 T o n y J u d t , "A C l o w n i n R e g a l 
Historians," History Workshop s N 
Socialism in Provence3 1871-1914 
P r e s s , 1 9 7 9 ) . 

g r a n d f a t h e r of French h i s t o r i c a l 
i n s t i t u t i o n s - les Annales - gives 
p a u s e t o t h e C a n a d i a n u r b a n or 
b u s i n e s s h i s t o r i a n , e s p e c i a l l y 
s i n c e J u d t i s b o t h a s o c i a l i s t 
h i s t o r i a n and an h i s t o r i a n of 
French Socia l ism.^ An examination 
of three r ecen t French monographs 
t r e a t i n g l a b o u r , u r b a n , a n d 
b u s i n e s s h i s t o r y may p e r m i t an 
e v a l u a t i o n of J u d t ' s c r i t i c i s m s . 

L e a v i n g a s i d e J u d t ' s 
p a r t i c u l a r d i s d a i n f o r t h e 
h i s t o r i e s of C h a r l e s T i l l y and 
Edward S h o r t e r , h i s c r i t i c i s m s of 
modern Annalistes are four fo ld : 
t h e i r o v e r - r e 1 i a n c e on t h e 
s i m p l i s t i c a n d u n h i s t o r i c a l 
exp lana t ions of an th ropo log i s t s and 
s o c i o l o g i s t s , or what J u d t c a l l s 
t h e i r u r g e t o " a n t h r o p o l o g i z e 
h i s t o r y " ^ ; the well-known French 
perchant for s t r u c t u r a l h i s t o r y i n 
which t h e common p e o p l e become 
" p a s s i v e a n d s t a b l e " ; a 
B raude l - i n sp i r ed tendency for such 
a long g loba l view tha t h i s t o r i c a l 
e v e n t s , t h e n a r r a t i v e , and t h e 
fundamental h i s t o r i c a l p r o c e s s a re 
i g n o r e d i n f avor of a " g l u t " of 
"minute and marginal m a t t e r s " such 
as the colour of eyes in t h e f i r s t 
e m p i r e ; a n d , f i n a l l y , t h e 
accusa t ion tha t the Annalistes 
neg lec t t h e i r foundersT a d m o n i t i o n 
t o b e g i n w i t h w e l l - d e f i n e d 
h i s t o r i c a l problems. The r e s u l t of 
the l a t t e r i s an u l t i m a t e den ia l of 
c l a s s and ideo logy . 

In h i s h i s t o r y of t h e Norman 
c i t y of Caen, J e a n - C l a u d e P e r r o t 

P u r p l e : S o c i a l H i s t o r y a n d t h e 
>. 7 ( S p r i n g 1 9 7 9 ) ; and J u d t , 
( C a m b r i d g e : C a m b r i d g e U n i v e r s i t y 

2 The i m p o r t a n c e g i v e n by F r e n c h h i s t o r i a n s t o C l a u d e L e v i - S t r a u s s a n d 
B r a u d e l ' s e m p h a s i s on G e o r g e s G u r v i t c h a r e e x a m p l e s o f t h i s t e n d e n c y . 


