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w i l l . To come t o a n y o t h e r 
conclusion i t would be necessary to 
e x a m i n e t h e c i t y ' s e l i t e m o r e 
c l o s e l y t h a n d o e s P r e s t o n t o 
determine the extent to which they 
shaped t h e S o u t h e r n u r b a n e t h o s . 
Studies of At l an ta a f t e r World War 
I I by F l o y d H u n t e r a n d K e n t 
Jennings have depic ted an unusual ly 
un i f i ed r u l i n g c l a s s who presumably 
p l ayed a major r o l e i n r e s h a p i n g 
A t l a n t a a s a n a u t o m o t i v e 
m e t r o p o l i s . They a r e but shadows 
i n P r e s t o n ' s w o r k . T h e 
c i t y - b u i l d i n g p r o c e s s i s for him 
l a r g e l y s e l f - g e n e r a t i n g , w i th an 
o c c a s i o n a l b o o s t from t h e more 
v o c a l members of t h e chamber of 
commerce and motor c lubs . 

Donald Davis 
Department of His tory 
Univers i ty of Ottawa 

* * Vc 
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Bergeron, Louis . Banquiers3 
négociants et manufacturiers 
parisiens de Dire etoire à 
l'Empire. P a r i s : Mouton, 1979. 
Pp. 436. 

Tony J u d t T s a t t a c k on t h a t 

1 T o n y J u d t , "A C l o w n i n R e g a l 
Historians," History Workshop s N 
Socialism in Provence3 1871-1914 
P r e s s , 1 9 7 9 ) . 

g r a n d f a t h e r of French h i s t o r i c a l 
i n s t i t u t i o n s - les Annales - gives 
p a u s e t o t h e C a n a d i a n u r b a n or 
b u s i n e s s h i s t o r i a n , e s p e c i a l l y 
s i n c e J u d t i s b o t h a s o c i a l i s t 
h i s t o r i a n and an h i s t o r i a n of 
French Socia l ism.^ An examination 
of three r ecen t French monographs 
t r e a t i n g l a b o u r , u r b a n , a n d 
b u s i n e s s h i s t o r y may p e r m i t an 
e v a l u a t i o n of J u d t ' s c r i t i c i s m s . 

L e a v i n g a s i d e J u d t ' s 
p a r t i c u l a r d i s d a i n f o r t h e 
h i s t o r i e s of C h a r l e s T i l l y and 
Edward S h o r t e r , h i s c r i t i c i s m s of 
modern Annalistes are four fo ld : 
t h e i r o v e r - r e 1 i a n c e on t h e 
s i m p l i s t i c a n d u n h i s t o r i c a l 
exp lana t ions of an th ropo log i s t s and 
s o c i o l o g i s t s , or what J u d t c a l l s 
t h e i r u r g e t o " a n t h r o p o l o g i z e 
h i s t o r y " ^ ; the well-known French 
perchant for s t r u c t u r a l h i s t o r y i n 
which t h e common p e o p l e become 
" p a s s i v e a n d s t a b l e " ; a 
B raude l - i n sp i r ed tendency for such 
a long g loba l view tha t h i s t o r i c a l 
e v e n t s , t h e n a r r a t i v e , and t h e 
fundamental h i s t o r i c a l p r o c e s s a re 
i g n o r e d i n f avor of a " g l u t " of 
"minute and marginal m a t t e r s " such 
as the colour of eyes in t h e f i r s t 
e m p i r e ; a n d , f i n a l l y , t h e 
accusa t ion tha t the Annalistes 
neg lec t t h e i r foundersT a d m o n i t i o n 
t o b e g i n w i t h w e l l - d e f i n e d 
h i s t o r i c a l problems. The r e s u l t of 
the l a t t e r i s an u l t i m a t e den ia l of 
c l a s s and ideo logy . 

In h i s h i s t o r y of t h e Norman 
c i t y of Caen, J e a n - C l a u d e P e r r o t 

P u r p l e : S o c i a l H i s t o r y a n d t h e 
>. 7 ( S p r i n g 1 9 7 9 ) ; and J u d t , 
( C a m b r i d g e : C a m b r i d g e U n i v e r s i t y 

2 The i m p o r t a n c e g i v e n by F r e n c h h i s t o r i a n s t o C l a u d e L e v i - S t r a u s s a n d 
B r a u d e l ' s e m p h a s i s on G e o r g e s G u r v i t c h a r e e x a m p l e s o f t h i s t e n d e n c y . 
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cannot be accused of neg lec t ing the 
problem. In c l a s s i c Annaliste 
f o r m , P e r r o t c o n f i r m s h i s 
confidence in fontionnalisme and i n 
la science urbaine^ p laces h i s 
s u b j e c t i n i t s e c o n o m i c a n d 
demographic con tex t , and t h e n s e t s 
ou t to show t h e r e l a t i o n s h i p of 
ideology to the urban r e a l i t y . Two 
volumes l a t e r , P e r r o t i s s t i l l 
i n s i s t i n g t h a t Caen i s a c i ty whose 
e i g h t e e n t h - c e n t u r y e x p e r i e n c e 
r ep re sen t s the v i c t o r y of an a l l -
dominant merchant c a p i t a l i s m . The 
c e n t u r y s y m b o l i z e s t h e end of 
r e l i g i o u s domina t ion i n Caen, t h e 
s e c u l a r i z a t i o n of i t s s t r u c t u r e s , 
t h e r e m o v a l of i t s r e l i g i o u s 
symbols and even i t s cemetery - a l l 
of w h i c h w e r e r e p l a c e d b y 
i n s t i t u t i o n s of p r o f i t . 

A N o r m a n c i t y w i t h a 
popula t ion of over 30,000 i n 1789, 
Caen i s an example of a second-rank 
French c i t y , a cent re of r e g i o n a l , 
c o m m e r c i a l , and a d m i n i s t r a t i v e 
importance. Unlike Pa r i s or nearby 
Rouen, Caen escaped i n d u s t r i a l i s m 
and t h u s r e p r e s e n t s a r e l a t i v e l y 
pu re i n s t a n c e of p r e - i ndu s t r i a l 
i n s t i t u t i o n s . T h i s p e r m i t s 
i m p o r t a n t c o m p a r i s o n s of i t s 
b a r r a c k s , p o o r h o u s e s , p r i s o n s , 
c o u t i n g - h o u s e s , b i s h o p s p a l a c e s , 
a n d l a w c o u r t s w i t h e a r l y 
n ine t een th -cen tu ry Montreal , a c i ty 
l i k e w i s e g r i p p e d by s e i g n e u r i a l 
t r a d i t i o n , merchant w e a l t h , and 
c l e r i c a l p o w e r . A f t e r t h e 
mandatory c h a p t e r on g e o g r a p h y , 
r e p l e t e w i t h l a n d f o r m , s o i l s , 
t i d e s , and f l o o d s , P e r r o t d e t a i l s 
t h e l o c a l p o p u l a t i o n and s o c i a l 
c l a s s e s , as wel l as immigration and 
e m i g r a t i o n , m a r r i a g e s t a t i s t i c s , 
and the t r e a t m e n t of vagabondage . 
Of p a r t i c u l a r i n t e r e s t , because of 
i t s Canadian i m i t a t i o n s , i s t h e 
i m p o r t a n t c o n t r i b u t i o n t o 
e m i g r a t i o n from Caen of o r p h a n s 
b e i n g d i s p a t c h e d t o r u r a l 
wetnurses . Montreal , Quebec C i t y , 

Hal i fax and Kingston were important 
g a r r i s o n towns, and t h e h i s t o r i a n 
of t h e s e c e n t r e s c a n m a k e 
comparisons with Caen, the marriage 
r a t e of i t s s o l d i e r s , and t h e 
s o c i a l i n f l u e n c e of i t s o f f i c e r s . 
Penn i l e s s migrants and beggars were 
a problem i n e i g h t e e n t h - c e n t u r y 
Caen: the men were shipped t o t h e 
g a l l e y s , women were whipped. 

T h e F r e n c h , of c o u r s e , 
s p e c i a l i z e in t h e consumpt ion and 
s t u d y of food , and P e r r o t i s no 
e x c e p t i o n . Using m u n i c i p a l and 
h o s p i t a l r e c o r d s , P e r r o t examines 
m i l k p r o d u c t i o n , t h e t y p e s of 
bread, c ider consumpt ion (and i t s 
e f f e c t on f a c i a l c o l o u r ! ) , and t h e 
r e l a t i o n s h i p of food product ion and 
i n d u s t r y l o c a t i o n . S i n c e t h e 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n of food f o r worke r s 
was the heav ies t t r a n s p o r t i tem i n 
t h e p r e - i n d u s t r i a l p e r i o d , 
i n d u s t r i e s c l u s t e r e d i n a r e a s of 
food s u r p l u s . Nor w i l l s o c i a l 
h i s t o r i a n s w a n t f o r raw d a t a 
concerning the r e l a t i o n s h i p of t h e 
numbering of houses to d e v e l o p i n g 
l i t e r a c y , t h e t r a n s f e r of 
p ro fes s ion from fa the r t o son (50% 
i n 1790), or the s o c i a l e f f e c t s of 
t e c h n o l o g i c a l i n n o v a t i o n , and t h e 
r e s i s t a n c e of g u i l d s and f a m i l i e s 
t o t e c h n i c a l c h a n g e . P e r r o t ' s 
conclus ions concerning t h e t e x t i l e 
i n d u s t r y 1 s r e l a t i v e lack of success 
i n Caen a r e i n t e r e s t i n g . The 
p r o d u c t i o n of f o o d w a s s o 
e n t r e n c h e d , h e a r g u e s , t h a t 
enc losure or wool p r o d u c t i o n could 
not be imposed. Nor would l o c a l 
peasan t s accept t e x t i l e work except 
i n p e r i o d s when low g r a i n p r i c e s 
f o r c e d them t o a u g m e n t f a m i l y 
income. F i n a l l y , t h e r i c h n e s s of 
l o c a l a g r i c u l t u r a l l i f e a t t r a c t e d 
b o u r g e o i s c a p i t a l i n t o r u r a l 
i nves tmen t s . 

I f m e r c h a n t c a p i t a l i s m i s 
P e r r o t ' s d o m i n a n t t h e m e , Y v e s 
Lequin concen t ra tes on t h e work ing 
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c l a s s of L y o n , 1 8 4 8 - 1 9 1 4 , a n d , 
w i th in a reg iona l c o n t e x t , s t u d i e s 
t h e d i a l e c t i c between c l a s s and 
n a t i o n . ( J u d t , i n c i d e n t a l l y , 
s p e c i f i c a l l y e x c l u d e s Lequ in from 
h i s c r i t i c i s m s . ) Whereas Caen was 
p e r i p h e r a l , p r e - i n d u s t r i a l and 
r u r a l , the Lyon region was c e n t r a l , 
heavi ly i n d u s t r i a l i z e d , and h i g h l y 
urbanized . L y o n ' s p o p u l a t i o n was 
177,796 in 1846 with the l oca l s i l k 
indus t ry employing 4 0 , 0 0 0 . There 
were 31 ,000 r i b b o n - m a k e r s i n t h e 
surrounding r e g i o n and 7,400 c o a l 
m i n e r s . U n l i k e C a e n , t h e Lyon 
r e g i o n had a s u r p l u s p o p u l a t i o n , 
and i t s b o u r g e o i s i e i n v e s t e d i t s 
c a p i t a l i n i n d u s t r i a l p r o d u c t i o n . 
But in 1848 the demarcation was not 
sharp between r u r a l and i n d u s t r i a l 
work; product ion u n i t s were s m a l l ; 
t he worker o f t e n remained on t h e 
f a r m , and i n some c a s e s t h e y 
c o n t r o l l e d the means of product ion . 
Urban domination took another form. 
"Lyon p r o j e c t e d i t s dynamism i n t o 
o f t e n - d i s t a n t v i l l a g e s and r a t h e r 
than workers migrat ing to i n d u s t r y , 
i t was i n d u s t r y which went to t h e 
workers" ( I , pp. 43 , 45 ) . 

By 1914 the Lyon r e g i o n was 
c h a r a c t e r i z e d by i n c r e a s i n g 
i n d u s t r i a l d i v e r s i f i c a t i o n i n t o 
s t e e l , g l a s s , c h e m i c a l s , a n d 
a u t o m o b i l e s , by i n c r e a s i n g 
technology, and by the r e p l a c e m e n t 
of the atelier* or workshop by the 
f a c t o r y . Even today a d r i v e a long 
t h e G i e r R i v e r from S t . E t i e n n e 
towards Lyon gives an impression of 
t i d y a n d d e p r e s s i n g 
n ine t een th -cen tu ry f a c t o r i e s . The 
muscle for these m i l l s , f o u n d r i e s , 
and f a c t o r i e s came not from t h e 
a g r i c u l t u r a l s e c t o r , wh ich was 
s t i l l e x p a n d i n g , b u t f r o m 
i n d u s t r i e s in d e c l i n e , from female 
and c h i l d l a b o u r r e s e r v o i r s , and 
from migrant I t a l i a n w o r k e r s . For 
l i k e P e r r o t , Lequin emphasizes t he 
g r e a t s t r e n g t h of F r e n c h 
a g r i c u l t u r e . Even i n t h e h e a v i l y 

i n d u s t r i a l i z e d Lyon a r e a , i n d u s t r y 
f u n c t i o n e d i n t h e s h a d o w of 
a g r i c u l t u r e a n d f o l l o w e d i t s 
s e a s o n s a n d c y c l e s : " c ' e s t 
1 a g r i c u l t u r e qui mène l e j e u " ( I , 
pp. 156-7) . Again, as i n t h e Caen 
e x a m p l e , L e q u i n e m p h a s i z e s t h e 
o v e r w h e l m i n g s t r e n g t h of t h e 
f a t h e r ' s o c c u p a t i o n i n t h e c h o i c e 
of the s o n ' s , n e i t h e r m a r r i a g e nor 
m o b i l i t y broke t h e g e n e r a l r u l e 
t h a t w o r k e r s ' o f f s p r i n g f o l l o w e d 
t h e i r pa ren t s i n to the f ac to ry . 

I t i s i n v o l u m e two t h a t 
Lequin emphasizes the b l e a k n e s s of 
the Lyon i n d u s t r i a l e x p e r i e n c e and 
t h e d a i l y r e a l i t y of c l a s s . 
Chi ldren worked s i x t e e n hours a day 
i n t h e c o a l m i n e s , a n d s o m e , 
exhausted , were ca r r i ed t o f a c t o r y 
doors by t h e i r mothers . If Lyon i s 
the c i t y of haute cuisine for i t s 
b o u r g e o i s i e , i t s worke r s s u r v i v e d 
l a r g e l y on bread (a k i l o a d a y ) . 
I n t h e m i d - n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y 
w o r k e r s u n d e r s t o o d t h e i r 
e x p l o i t a t i o n , as a Lyon judge put 
i t , in terms of "the an tagon i sm of 
labour and c a p i t a l " and e x p r e s s e d 
t h e i r d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n i n s t r i k e s , 
u n i o n s , and s t r o n g m u t u a l - a i d 
s o c i e t i e s . But t h e Lyon w o r k e r ' s 
c l a s s mi l i t ancy was always d i l u t e d 
by h i s r e g i o n a l i s m a n d h i s 
p a t r i o t i s m . Faced w i th a c h o i c e 
be tween t h e i r Communist u n i o n ' s 
a n t i - m i l i t a r i s m and t h e i r n a t i o n a l 
uniform, the Lyon worker chose t h e 
l a t t e r , "proof t h a t t h e w o r k i n g 
c l a s s , d e s p i t e i t s o r g a n i z a t i o n s 
and i d e o l o g i e s , could not e scape 
the mainstream of n a t i o n a l thought , 
t h e p r o c l a m a t i o n o f 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l i s m did not overcome 
the permanent r e a l i t y of a l a t e n t 
xenophobia" ( I I , p . 319) . 

L o u i s B e r g e r o n ' s s t u d y of 
P a r i s i a n b a n k e r s , m e r c h a n t s , and 
m a n u f a c t u r e r s g i v e s y e t a n o t h e r 
p e r s p e c t i v e on French c a p i t a l i s m . 
Bergeron ' s work d i v i d e s i n t o fou r 



- 129 -

themes : t h e s o c i a l and s p a t i a l 
n e t w o r k of t h e g r e a t P a r i s i a n 
c a p i t a l i s t s in the p o s t - R e v o l u t i o n 
y e a r s , the evolu t ion of the Bank of 
France i n to commercial banking, the 
ro le of P a r i s i n t h e emergence of 
t he c o t t o n t e x t i l e i n d u s t r y , and 
t h e a d a p t a t i o n of P a r i s i a n 
c a p i t a l i s t s to economic c y c l e s and 
t h e i r deep r o o t s i n p r o p e r t y 
i n v e s t m e n t . One of B e r g e r o n ' s 
r e p e a t e d a r g u m e n t s i s t h a t " a t 
l e a s t at the l e v e l of P a r i s i a n b ig 
b u s i n e s s , i t i s only a schoo lboy 
who would i m a g i n e any c o n f l i c t 
between land and s tock i n v e s t m e n t " 
( p . 9 ) . T h i s i n s i s t e n c e i s 
i n t e r e s t i n g given the d e b a t e among 
Montreal urban h i s t o r i a n s as to the 
r e l a t i o n s h i p of l anded w e a l t h and 
i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n . Accord ing t o 
Bergeron, r i ch P a r i s i a n s , a i d e d by 
t h e i r dominant wea l th , t h e i r access 
t o c e n t r a l p o l i t i c a l p o w e r , and 
t h e i r a b i l i t y to adapt to chang ing 
c i r c u m s t a n c e s , e a s i l y made t h e 
t r a n s i t i o n t o i n d u s t r i a l 
c a p i t a l i s m . Bergeron has , however, 
w h a t h e c a l l s a " c o n s t a n t 
impression of ambiguity" concerning 
t h i s movement to i n d u s t r i a l i s m ( p . 
212) . Bankers were i n v o l v e d w i t h 
merchants , arms m a n u f a c t u r e r s , and 
t e x t i l e producers at a l l l e v e l s as 
owners of f a c t o r y b u i l d i n g s , a s 
s h a r e h o l d e r s , o r a s c o m p a n y 
t r e a s u r e r s . The most i m p o r t a n t 
r e l a t i o n s h i p between P a r i s i a n banks 
and indus t ry was i n m i n i n g . Some 
of t h e g r e a t e s t French f o r t u n e s , 
based l a rge ly on proper ty in P a r i s , 
were among t h e f i r s t t o i n v e s t 
heavi ly in the cot ton i n d u s t r y . 

Ce r t a in ly P e r r o t , L e q u i n , and 
B e r g e r o n a l l e x h i b i t t h e 
t r a d i t i o n a l Annaliste a t t e n t i o n to 
g e o g r a p h i c a n d e c o n o m i c 
determinism, and French h i s t o r i a n s 
have used Marxist terminology for a 
g e n e r a t i o n . Bu t J u d t may be 
co r rec t in d i sce rn ing l e s s emphasis 
on c l a s s and i d e o l o g y . F r e n c h 

i n t e l l e c t u a l s have seen the reforms 
of 1968 s t e a d i l y eroded. This very 
s c h o o l y e a r has been marked by a 
G i sca rd ian a t t a c k on u n i v e r s i t i e s . 
A t t h e s ame t i m e t h e F r e n c h 
Communi s t P a r t y , t h e o b v i o u s 
p o l i t i c a l e x p r e s s i o n f o r 
i n t e l l e c t u a l s of the Lef t , has been 
u n d e r g o i n g a l o n g a g o n y of 
s c l e r o s i s and S t a l i n i s m ( w i t n e s s 
the Jean E l l e n s t e i n c a s e ) . J u d t f s 
p l a i n t may emphas ize t h e renewed 
p o w e r of t h e R i g h t a n d t h e 
r e s u l t i n g t i m i d i t y of s o c i a l i s t 
i n t e l l e c t u a l s in the u n i v e r s i t y and 
i n p o l i t i c s . 
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