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Editorial

MICHELLE FORREST, GUEST EDITOR

Mount Saint Vincent University

This special issue of Paidensis contains refereed papers from the Conference on Open-mindedness and
the Virtues in Education held in honour of William Hare at Mount Saint Vincent University, October
2-4, 2008, on the occasion of Dr. Hare’s retirement from full-time teaching. As with any festschrift, this
volume contains articles by Dr. Hare’s colleagues, former students, and admirers. Their own writing has
been informed by the educational ideals he has articulated and refined over close to forty years of
scholarship in philosophy of education.

The career of William Hare can be divided into numerous phases corresponding with the foci
of his scholarship and beginning in his graduate-student years with an interest in moral education,
specifically the topic of responsibility (1970). Hate’s eatly writings take up the topics of intention and
care (1971a), teaching judgement (1971b), educating amid cultural diversity (1972), and human rights
and rhetoric (1973a), to name a few. Following the example of other leading philosophers of education,
Dr. Hare contributed responses to major government reports on education (1975a, 1971c),
demonstrating the critical importance of our discipline to policy-making. As early as 1973 he began to
publish on controversy in the classroom, leading to his book on that theme (1985a), and culminating in
one of his most widely-read articles, on the notorious case of Jim Keegstra and the challenge it poses
for the ideal of open-mindedness (1990a). Controversy in classrooms, science, and courtrooms
continues to bring topicality and real-life rigour to William Hare’s style of philosophizing, as his article
in this issue attests. His first book-length treatment of open-mindedness (1979) provoked great interest
and many responses in which other ideals, such as fairness, tolerance, and neutrality, were offered for
comparison. As a result of the ensuing debate in the literature, Hare published a book-length defense of
open-mindedness (1985b) in which he models a thorough analysis of his critics in the spirit of the very
ideal he articulates. Those like me, fortunate enough to have been a student of William Hare, can attest
to the fact that this ideal is as alive in his classroom as it is in his scholarship.

Dr. Hare’s interest in early 20t century philosophers of education led to an article on Bertrand
Russell’s contribution to philosophy of education (1987) as well as more specific writings on Russell
and critical thinking (2001), one of which was translated into Swedish. His article on the contributions
from philosophy of education to reflection on the teacher’s tasks (2000) is one that is continually
praised by my graduate students for its clarity and welcome overview of the discipline. Teacher
educators across the disciplines will be familiar with William Hare’s very influential What Makes a Good
Teacher? (1993), in which he takes up several of the virtues or excellences without which the concept
‘teaching’ can barely be distinguished from ‘instructing.” This work has influenced a generation of
teacher educators, as have his important collaborations with colleague, John Portelli, in which the two
philosophers have collected introductory articles in philosophy of education for teachers
(2001/1996/1988), written and collected case studies from classtroom practice (2003/1998/1993), and
called upon leading thinkers to succinctly articulate key questions for educators (2007 & 2005). Multiple
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editions of Hare and Portelli’s edited works speak to their continued importance in B.Ed. and graduate
education worldwide.

Another noteworthy aspect of Dr. Hare’s scholarship has been his ongoing interest in making
his work available through multiple media. This was demonstrated in his editing of and contribution to
an audio cassette (1990b), now on CD, on 20t century philosophers of education. Dr. Hare’s support
for multiple modes of disseminating scholarship was also demonstrated at the conference with the
presentation of a video interview with the honoree initiated by former students and colleagues, Mary
Jane Harkins and Sonya Singer. As it turns out, the camera loves this modest philosopher of education,
picking up subtleties of expression not evident in the lecture hall.

Having published over 100 articles and chapters in leading journals, 10 books, 32 book reviews;
having presented at major conferences in Canada, the UK, the USA, Australia, and Cyprus; and having
been awarded our discipline’s highest honours, William Hare has had an influence in philosophy of
education that has been considerable and will continue to be felt for generations to come. The same
can be said for his influence on teacher education. For all of his many years of teaching, he has
continued to teach an introductory course in philosophy of education to B.Ed. students. This practice is
one philosophers of education would do well to emulate for both the future of the discipline and the
good of life in schools.

Although William Hare has retired from full-time teaching, his scholarly output remains
undiminished. We are, therefore, fortunate in this festschrift to publish one of the honotree’s most
recent essays. In the inaugural issue of Paideusis in 1987, Cornell Hamm described what a reader can
expect from Hare’s work: “rigorous conceptual analysis, precise argument, scholarly and thorough
treatment of subject matter, relevance to education, clarity — in other words, good philosophy of
education” (p. 48). Dr. Hare remains true to form in the opening article of this issue, “Socratic open-
mindedness.” An interest in Socrates is long-standing in Dr. Hare’s career (1981, 1986, 1997), as one
might expect from a leading philosopher and teacher who has refined the art of Socratic questioning in
his classroom. In this essay, Hare credits Socrates with the emergence in the West of the philosophical
conception of open-mindedness, seeing it as part of the Socratic requirements of serious argument and
in the nature of human wisdom, and drawing out these points in his trademark style by relating the ideal
of open-mindedness to a notorious court case.

In “Open-mindedness, Critical Thinking, and Indoctrination: Homage to William Hare,”
Harvey Siegel confronts the ideal of open-mindedness head on, commending Hare for his powerful
clarification and defense of it, but claiming that, though it is a necessary condition of critical thinking, it
is not sufficient and therefore that critical thinking is the more fundamental epistemic ideal for
education. Dr. Hare’s response to Siegel’s presentation at the conference began a lively debate between
the two philosophers, perhaps a taste of new work to come.

Scott Johnston examines how teachers are to apply a professional code of ethics. In “Rule
Following, Standards of Practice, and Open-mindedness,” he applies Hare’s insight that open-
mindedness must not be lost to slavish rule-following and claims that the Standards are not enough in
themselves, but require an open mind in developing supervening rules for their appropriate application.
He suggests that Herman’s Rules of Moral Salience offer the guide needed in a teacher’s daily, moral
decision-making.

In “Open-minded Environmental Education in the Science Classroom,” David Burns and
Stephen Notris take a critical look at the tendentious nature of some approaches to environmental
education. They contend that value-endorsing approaches, presenting certain arguments for
stewardship and sustainability as non-controversial, fail to offer open-minded science education by not
distinguishing ethical from scientific claims.

Chris Higgins analyses open-mindedness in “Open-mindedness in Three Dimensions” by
examining it in terms of Dewey’s distinction between recognition and perception and the concept of
disavowal, by looking at the virtue dialectically through what closed-mindedness reveals, and by
applying psychoanalytic group dynamics theories to how open-mindedness plays out on the
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interpersonal and social levels. He concludes that, by speaking to the tension and balance in moral life,
open-mindedness acts as a meta or organising virtue.

Burns and Norris team up with Colin Piquette in “Virtue, Objectivity, and the Character of the
Education Researcher.” Following Hare’s elaboration of the teacherly virtues in What Makes a Good
Teacher (1993), they ask ‘What makes a good researcher?”” Examining the question in light of the
Canadian Tri-Council policy on ethical research conduct and Rudner’s objective science of ethics, they
conclude that the key problems of principle ethics can be avoided if the ethical education researcher is
understood to be a certain kind of person.

In “The Teacher as Listener: Educative Listening, Interruptions and Reflective Practice,”
Andrea English takes up Hare’s warning (1975b) not to assume that listening is something people do
naturally and she develops the idea of educative listening. English defines the unexpected response
from a student as an interruption that serves as an opportunity for learning and, drawing from Dewey
in her examination of listening-learning connections, she claims that reflective teaching entails educative
listening and suggests how lesson planning in teacher education can become a productive site for
developing good listeners.

I examine the issue of controversy in the classroom, in “Sensitive Controversy in Teaching to
be Critical,” beginning from Hare’s point (1985a) that the nature of a controversy hinges upon how it
disturbs us, defining what makes a controversy sensitive, and drawing together insights from feminist
theory and traditional rationalism in an attempt to elucidate the spirit of criticism needed to teach
across difference.

William Hare’s career as a scholar, teacher and colleague has been exemplary in countless ways,
not least because of his devotion to the educational ideals he articulates in writing and embodies in
teaching. As he reminds us (Hare 1993), “sometimes, in attempting to satisfy our ideals, we manage to
achieve what would otherwise have been impossible. Such attempts can give us a new sense of what is
possible” (p. 2). For renewing our sense of the possible, Dr. Hare deserves our gratitude. May he
forgive us the selfish hope that his insights in retirement will continue to inform our work in education.

References

Hamm, C. (1987). A Review of William Hare’s In Defense of Open-mindedness. Paideusis: Journal of the
Canadian Philosophy of Education Society 1, 1.

Hare, W. & Porttelli, ].P. (Eds.) (2007). Key Questions for Educators. Caddo Gap Press (USA) and (2005)
Edphil Books (Canada).

Hare, W. & Portelli, J.P. (Eds.) (2003). What To Do? Case Studies for Teachers, 3+ revised edition. Edphil
Books.

Hare, W. & Portelli, J.P. (Eds.) (2001). Philosophy of Education: Introductory Readings, 3* revised edition.
Detselig Enterprises.

Hare, W. (2001). Bertrand Russell and critical thinking. Inguiry: Critical Thinking Across the Disciplines 20,
2, 4-5.

Hare, W. (2001). Bertrand Russell and the ideal of critical receptiveness. Skeptical Inquirer 25, 3, 40-44.
Swedish translation (abridged), Bertrand Russell och kritisk oppenhet, in Sokaren No. 4, 35-36.

Hare, W. (2001). Bertrand Russell on critical thinking. Journal of Thought 36, 1, 7-16. Also published in
Proceedings of  the Twentieth World Congress of  Philosophy 1999: URL:
http://www.bu.edu/wep/Papers/Educ/EducHare.htm
Also available on the website of The Critical Thinking Community
www.criticalthinking.org

Hare, W. (2000). Reflections on the teachet’s tasks: Contributions from philosophy of education in the
twentieth century. Education Research and Perspectives 27, 2, 1-23.

Hare, W. (1997). The Socratic virtues in teaching. Weslyan Gradunate Review 1, 1, 15-28.




4 Paidensis: International Journal in Philosophy of Education

Hare, W. (1993). What Makes a Good Teacher? Althouse Press.

Hare, W. (1990a). Limiting freedom of expression: The Keegstra case. Canadian Journal of Education 15,
4, 375-389.

Hare, W. (1990b). Twentieth Century Philosophy of Education. 60-minute audio cassette/CD dealing with the
ideas of John Dewey, Bertrand Russell, Israel Scheffler and R.S. Peters.

Hare, W. (1987). Russell’s contribution to the philosophy of education. Russell: The Journal of the Bertrand
Russell Archives 7, 1, 25-41. Reprinted in A.D. Irvine (Ed.) Bertrand Russell: Critical Assessments Vol. 4.
London: Routledge, 133-148.

Hare, W. (1986). Reading the Apology in school. The Classical World 80, 1, 25-29.

Hare, W. (1985a). Controversies in Teaching. Althouse Press (Canada) and Wheatsheaf Books (United
Kingdom).

Hare, W. (1985b). Iz Defense of Open-mindedness. McGill-Queens University Press.

Hare, W. (1981). Socrates. Ethics in Edncation 1, 4.

Hare, W. (1979). Open-miindedness and Education. McGill-Queens University Press.

Hare, W. (1975a). Teacher education and the Graham Report. Journal of Education 2, 3, 1975, 5-6. Also
published in C.5.5.E. News 11, 3, 1975, 4-6.

Hare, W. (1975b). Has listening had a fair hearing? Agora 3, 1-2, 5-13.

Hare, W. (1973a). Human rights, rhetoric and idle uses. Journal of Thought, 8, 2, 138-140.

Hare, W. (1973b). Controversial issues and the teacher. High Schoo! Journal 57, 2, 51-60. Reprinted
(1982) in Donald B. Cochrane and Martin Schiralli (Eds.) Philosophy of Education: Canadian Perspectives.
Don Mills: Collier-MacMillan, 242-249.

Hare, W. (1972). Education amid cultural diversity. International Edncation, 2, 1, 36-44.

Hare, W. (1971a). Teaching, intention and care. Focus on Learning 1, 1, 19-26.

Hare, W. (1971b). The teaching of judgment. British Journal of Educational S tudies 19, 3, 243-9.

Hare, W. (1971c¢). The Mackay Report on religious education. Teacher Education 4, 16-23.

Hare, W. (1970). A sense of responsibility. Teacher Education 3, 52-59.

Credits & Acknowledgements

The caricature of William Hare that graces the cover of this issue is the work of Dr. Hare’s son, Antony
Hare, a professional illustrator whose work appears regulatly in The National Post, BC Business, Esquire
UK, and Maisonnenve. Readers of William Hare’s books may note Antony Hare’s cover designs on
several of these publications.

The Open-mindedness and the Virtues in Education Conference and, consequently, this
special issue would not have been possible without the work of my co-chairs for the conference,
Robert Bérard, Cornelia Schneider, and Eva Knoll; the support of MSVU Dean of Education, Jim
Sharpe; and the invaluable administrative assistance of Stephanie Mills.

Thanks go to Heesoon Bai, General Editor of Paidensis, for her invitation to produce this
special issue in honour of a leading contributor to CPES, former president of the society, and former
editor of this journal. Dr. Bai contributed ongoing support during the production of this issue and took
over the editorial role for my own essay, thereby maintaining the integrity of the blind-review process.

Johanne Provengal, Paidensis editorial assistant, general ‘go-to’ person, and de-mystifier of the
inscrutable, was of inestimable help as I negotiated the editorial process via web access. Peter Kovacs,
Charles Scott, Don Nelson, and Buddy Young copyedited with rigour, precision, and good humour,
and the Paideusis review editors gave of their time generously, providing the thorough feedback that
constitutes the uniqueness and integrity of scholarly publishing.

A final word of thanks goes to William Hare without whom this issue would not have been
possible and who graciously and promptly responded to all my requests for verification of detail
regarding his work.



