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LETTER TO THE EDITORS
ON ALLAN BRAHAM'S

The Architecture of the French
Enlightenment

Between the time | submitted my
review of Allan Braham’s The Archi-
tecture of the French Enlightenment
(Berkeley and Los Angeles, 1980)
and its publication in racar, vu,
1-2, 1980, pp. 143-145, several
events occurred which | should like
to put on record.

First of ail, the book received the
Alice Davis Hitchcock Award from
the Society of Architecture Histori-
ans Great Britain as the best book
on the history of architecture pub-
lished in 1980.

The other two events concern the
Soufflot project drawing, an
oblique view of Sainte-Geneviéve, c.
1757, belonging to Phyllis Lambert
of Montreal and on loan to the
Canadian Center for Architecture

which | reproduced as figure 7 on
page 144. The Lambert collection
also includes two other drawings, a
front élévation and a cross section
which show the design at an earlier
stage. Photographs of ail three
drawings were included in the exhi-
bition ‘Soufflot et son temps
1780-1980" shown in Lyon and
Paris in the Summer and Fall of
1980 under the auspices of the
Caisse Nationale des Monuments
Historiques et des Sites. Ail three
drawings were reproduced in the
excellent catalogue prepared under
the leadership of Michel Gallet who
wrote the relevant entries (nos. 230,
231 and 238, pp. 108-111); the
oblique view (no. 238) being closely
related to a wooden model of the
project bearing the date | 774 from
a private collection in Aix-en-
Provence (no. 239, reproduced p.
109). Gallet suggests that the date
was added later. Mme Georgette
Dargent, who brought the model to
Michel Gallet’s attention, présentée!

a paper on the model at the
Soufflot Colloque held under the
auspices of L’Institut d’Histoire de
I’Art de I'Université de Lyon 11,
18-22 June 1980, while the exhibi-
tion was in Lyon. The Actes du Col-
logue Soufflot have been published
as Soufflot et I'Architecture des
Lumiéres (Paris, Ministére de I'Envi-
ronnement et du Cadre de vie,
Direction de [l'architecture, 1980)
and include Mme Dargent’s paper
‘Une Magquette inédite de Sainte-
Genevieve datée de 1774, pp.
46-53 where she discusses the prob-
lems of the chronology of the build-
ing of the church. She refers to the
Lambert oblique view drawing
which is certainly related to the
model but suggests the model was
made long after the drawing by an
amateur after Soufflot or possibly
by, or after, one of his colla-
borators.

THOMAS J. MCCORMICK

Wheaton College, Norton (Mass.)
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