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ASPECTS OF URBAN HERITAGE: 
AN INTRODUCTION 

Taylor John H. 

D e r i v a t i v e f o r c e s w o r k e d 
s t rong ly on the n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y 
Canadian c i t y s c a p e , i n a f a s h i o n 
p e r h a p s t y p i c a l of b u r g e o n i n g 
c o l o n i a l c e n t r e s . The impact of 
such forces i s evident in the th ree 
h i s t o r i c a l a r t i c l e s t h a t f o l l o w , 
whe ther t h e focus i s t h e b u i l d e r 
and c o n t r a c t o r of Susan BuggeyTs 
H a l i f a x , t h e a r c h i t e c t a n d 
c a p i t a l i s t of D a v i d H a n n a ' s 
Montreal , or the m i l i t a r y "planner" 
of Michae l Newton ' s Ot tawa . The 
i d e a s , impera t ives , s t r a t e g i e s , and 
models of the me t ropo l i t an s o c i e t y 
imposed themselves f o r c i b l y on t h e 
d e s i g n of t h e c o l o n i a l o u t p o s t , 
however s t rong or apparent ly mature 
t h a t outpost was. The o b s e r v a t i o n 
tha t co lon i a l s o c i e t i e s owe much to 
the met ropol i s i s p e r h a p s obv ious 
and even t r i v i a l , but in unmasking 
t h e " d e c e p t i o n " of t h e c o l o n i a l 
c i t y s c a p e , i t i s an observa t ion not 
to be ignored, fo r such a p r emi se 
l e a d s to an i m p o r t a n t q u e s t i o n . 
Have t h e r e s e a r c h d e s i g n s o r 
s t r a t e g i e s employed to unmask t h e 
n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y C a n a d i a n 
c i tyscape been as d e r i v a t i v e as the 
c i t y i t s e l f ? And as such, can they 
poss ib ly work? 

If a g e n e r a l i z a t i o n may be 
p e r m i t t e d , t h e m a t u r e E u r o p e a n 
cen t r e i s t y p i c a l l y ana lyzed in an 
h i s t o r i c a l or l i n e a r f a s h i o n . I t s 
p r o f i l e , in whatever e r a , i s sought 
mainly in an i n v e s t i g a t i o n of i t s 
h i s t o r i c a l r o o t s . The l a r g e r 
c o n t e x t i n w h i c h i t e m e r g e d i s 
of ten given a lower p r i o r i t y . As a 
resea rch s t r a t e g y i t i s p r o b a b l y a 
s e n s i b l e one, w i t h t h e a d d i t i o n a l 
v i r t u e of massag ing t h e l o c a l or 
n a t i o n a l ego . P a r i s and London 

emerge as c i t i e s un l ike the o t h e r s . 
His tory confirms what i s b e l i e v e d 
anyway. 

The case of the c o l o n i a l c i t y 
i s o f t e n q u i t e d i f f e r e n t a n d 
evidence i s accumulating ( inc luding 
some in t h i s i s sue) to s u s t a i n t h e 
claim in the p a r t i c u l a r case of the 
C a n a d i a n c i t y . I n t h e s e 
urban o u t p o s t s , a research s t r a t e g y 
i n a l i n e a r or h i s t o r i c a l mode , 
e v e n w h e r e a c i t y h a s a l o n g 
h i s t o r y - l i k e n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y 
Montreal or H a l i f a x - i s p r o b a b l y 
not too a p p r o p r i a t e . I t would seem 
t h a t a c r o s s - s e c t i o n a l o r 
synchronic approach should have an 
equal or even higher p r i o r i t y to a 
l i n e a r or d iachronic one. What was 
going on in the world around a 
Canadian c i t y at a given time i s at 
l e a s t as important as what had gone 
on in i t . That i s , the contemporary 
context has an impact equa l to or 
g r e a t e r than the l o c a l h i s t o r i c a l 
one and t h a t knowledge should be 
r e f l e c t e d in the r e s e a r c h d e s i g n . 
A double burden i s t h u s p l aced on 
t h e r e s e a r c h e r s of t h e C a n a d i a n 
c i t y . They must show not on ly a 
s e n s i t i v i t y to a p l a c e , but to t h e 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l c o n t e x t of d e s i g n , 
planning and b u i l d i n g in which i t 
was c r e a t e d . 

Much of the Canadian c i tyscape 
i s stuck ony and i s not 
e v o l u t i o n a r y . But tha t phenomenon 
i s not un impor tan t and i t i s both 
s u s c e p t i b l e t o a n d w o r t h y of 
e x p l a n a t i o n a n d a n a l y s i s . 
D e r i v a t i v e f o r c e s a c c o u n t , among 
o the r t h i n g s , for the h e t e r o g e n o u s 
p a t t e r n of t h e Canadian c i t y and 
i t s t e n d e n c y to c o n s e r v a t i s m i n 
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s t y l e . Aggressive and superior 
m e t r o p o l i t a n d e s i g n i s mixed up 
wi th v e r n a c u l a r fo rms , m a t e r i a l s 
and inferiority. The r e a l point 
i s t h a t s t u c k on t h e o r i e s a n d 
r e s e a r c h a p p r o a c h e s a r e n o t 
adequate to deal with the s t u c k on 
c o l o n i a l c i t y . Something more i s 
needed than the simple r e p l i c a t i o n 
of experiments done e l s e w h e r e and 
more a p p r o p r i a t e t o a d i f f e r e n t 
exper ience . 

I t would seem t h e n t h a t i n 
a t tempt ing to expla in the Canadian 
c i t y , the re has to be a s e a r c h for 
both what i s indigenous and what i s 
d e r i v a t i v e and an e x p l a n a t i o n of 
how and t h e d e g r e e t o which t hey 
are i n t e g r a t e d . A beg inn ing i s to 
be found i n i n v e s t i g a t i n g t h e 
c h a n n e l s , w h e t h e r h u m a n o r 
i n s t i t u t i o n a l , by w h i c h t h e 
m e t r o p o l i t a n d e s i g n was imposed. 
The p romise of t h a t b e g i n n i n g i s 
e v i d e n t in t h e Buggey, Hanna and 
Newton a r t i c l e s t h a t f o l l o w . Al l 
th ree authors focus on a veh ic l e by 
which the m e t r o p o l i t a n d e s i g n was 
t r a n s l a t e d o n t o t h e B r i t i s h 
co lon i a l landscape. For Buggey, i t 
i s t h e H a l i f a x b u i l d e r a n d 
c o n t r a c t o r , George Lang; for Hanna, 
the a r c h i t e c t s and the p r e s t i g e ( in 
the eyes of l o c a l c a p i t a l i s t s ) of 
B r i t i s h T e r r a c e h o u s i n g i n 
Montreal ; for Newton, t h e B r i t i s h 
o r d n a n c e p l a n n e r s who s e t t h e 
condi t ions for t h e deve lopment of 
O t t a w a i n t e r m s of t h e i r own 
s t r a t e g i c requi rements . The t h r e e 
authors go fu r t he r . All attempt to 
show how t h e m e t r o p o l i t a n d e s i g n 
was i m p o s e d on t h e C a n a d i a n 
c i t y s c a p e , to some e x t e n t how t h e 
design was i n t e g r a t e d i n t o i t , and 
the impact of the design on i t . I t 
i s t o be no t ed t h a t by and l a r g e 
the approach of a l l t h r e e a u t h o r s 
i s c r o s s - s e c t i o n a l . E v o l u t i o n a r y 
elements pecu l i a r to each c i t y ( i n 
the case of Ot tawa , of n e c e s s i t y , 
t h e r e were none) t end t o h a v e a 

lower p r i o r i t y . Their e f f o r t s a re 
worthy of some emulat ion. 

The f o u r t h a r t i c l e i n t h i s 
v o l u m e , " R e t r o s p e c t i v e 
O r i e n t a t i o n s , " in l a r g e m e a s u r e 
addresses i t s e l f to t h e m a t t e r of 
c o n s e r v i n g t h e h e r i t a g e t h a t 
surrounds us and t h e con tempora ry 
s o c i a l meaning of what the past has 
w r o u g h t . One v e r y i m p o r t a n t 
q u e s t i o n ( a m o n g o t h e r s ) i s 
addressed in t h i s a r t i c l e : to what 
ex ten t are con tempora ry u r b a n i t é s 
s e n s i t i v e to t h e i r past and in what 
forms? Perhaps s u r p r i s i n g l y , given 
a p p a r e n t p o l i t i c a l d i s i n t e r e s t , 
t h e r e i s a h igh d e g r e e of p u b l i c 
i n t e r e s t i n t h e h i s t o r i c a l 
environment, and i t i s ex tens ive as 
well as i n t e n s i v e . Moreover , t he 
au thors have found tha t i n t e r e s t to 
be t o some d e g r e e m e a s u r a b l e . 
H i s t o r i c a l r e s e a r c h on t h e 
c i t y s c a p e i s not o c c u r r i n g i n a 
vacuum of publ ic apathy. One th ing 
P r o f e s s o r s K o n r a d and T a y l o r 
demonstrate i s tha t the h i s t o r i a n s 
of the c i t y a r e o p e r a t i n g i n a 
yeas ty m i l i e u . 


