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BUILDING IN MID-NINETEENTH CENTURY HALIFAX: 

THE CASE OF GEORGE LANG* 

Susan Buggey 

Résumé/ Abstract 

Une donnée impor tante de l a c o n s t r u c t i o n du p a y s a g e u r b a i n du 
XIXe s i èc le fut l ' appar i t ion du "maître d'oeuvre" qui , à Halifax, se 
p r o d u i s i t v e r s 1860 e t q u i changea c o n s i d é r a b l e m e n t l e r ô l e des 
constructeurs de bâtiments: en ef fe t , des a r t i sans s p é c i a l i s é s dev in ren t 
a i n s i des en t r ep reneu r s capables de f a i r e face aux n é c e s s i t é s de l a 
c o n s t r u c t i o n à grande é c h e l l e . I l s se c h a r g e a i e n t de t r a v a u x don t 
l 'envergure permettai t l 'emploi d'une main-d'oeuvre permanente e t menaient 
à bien tous les aspects de l ' e n t r e p r i s e . L'un d'eux fut George Lang, maçon 
écossais qui, entre 1858 e t 1865, ob t in t des contrats pour la c o n s t r u c t i o n 
d 'un c e r t a i n nombre de bâ t iments d ' impor tance dans Hal i fax en p l e i n e 
croissance. Une étude sur un de ces "maî t re d 'oeuvre" nous é c l a i r e en 
p a r t i e sur l e paysage urbain, bien q u ' i l r es te beaucoup de t r a v a i l à f a i r e 
pour élucider les rapports entre cons t ruc teurs , a r t i s a n s e t a r c h i t e c t e s , 
sur l e rôle de la l ég i s l a t ion , sur l'approvisionnement en matér iaux e t l a 
nature de ceux-ci, sur l ' a spec t économique de l a c o n s t r u c t i o n e t sur l a 
r e l a t ion entre les bâtiments e t l'environnement urbain. 

An important element in the c o n s t r u c t i o n of t he n i n e t e e n t h cen tury 
cityscape was the "master b u i l d e r , " who in Hal i fax emerged in the l a t e 
1850s and early 1860s, and who s igni f icant ly changed the r o l e of b u i l d e r s 
from, primarily, a r t i sans in pa r t i cu la r t rades to contractors with capacity 
t o meet the needs of large scale construction. They were men who undertook 
building on a scale suff ic ient t o employ a cont inuous workforce and who 
usually carr ied out a l l aspects of a c o n t r a c t . One such man was George 
Lang, a S c o t t i s h mason, who in t h e pe r iod 1858 t o 1865 c o n t r a c t e d for 
construction of a number of major buildings in growing Halifax. The study 
of one such "master builder" provides some i n s i g h t i n t o t he study of the 
cityscape, though much work remains on the i n t e r - r e l a t i o n s h i p of b u i l d e r , 
a r t i s an , and a rch i t ec t , as well as the ro le of l eg i s l a t ion , the na tu re and 
supply of mater ial , the economics of the building process and the genera l 
re la t ionship of buildings to the urban environment. 

* * * 

*A version of this paper was first presented to the annual meeting of 
the Society for the Study of Architecture in Canada in May 1978, 
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Canadian h i s t o r i a n s h a v e n o t 
p a i d much a t t e n t i o n t o b u i l d i n g 
e i t h e r a s an i n d i c a t o r i n u r b a n 
e x p a n s i o n o r a s an i n d u s t r y . I t 
h a s n o t r e c e i v e d h e r e any of t h e 
i n t r i c a t e s t u d y of i t s e c o n o m i c o r 
l a b o u r p e r s p e c t i v e s t h a t H . J . Dyos 
and h i s c o l l e a g u e s have g i v e n , f o r 
e x a m p l e , t o t h e L o n d o n b u i l d i n g 
w o r l d . Th is may be due i n p a r t t o 
t h e a b s e n c e , o u t s i d e Q u e b e c , o f 
r e a d i l y a c c e s s i b l e r e c o r d s r e l a t i n g 
t o b u i l d i n g . I t may a l s o b e a 
r e s u l t of t h e l a r g e l y s o c i a l and 
d e m o g r a p h i c c o n c e r n s o f u r b a n 
h i s t o r y t o d a t e . A s t u d y of t h e 
c a r e e r of H a l i f a x b u i l d e r G e o r g e 
Lang ( 1 8 2 1 - 1 8 8 1 ) c a n , h o w e v e r , 
throw l i g h t on some b r o a d e r a s p e c t s 
of b u i l d i n g in t h a t m i d - n i n e t e e n t h 
c e n t u r y c i t y . 

H a l i f a x i n t h e 1 8 5 0 s w a s a 
b o o m i n g p r o v i n c i a l t o w n . 
P o p u l a t i o n g r o w t h , new l o c a l and 
p r o v i n c i a l a u t o n o m y , c o m m e r c i a l 
o p t i m i s m , and e c o n o m i c p r o s p e r i t y 
c o n t r i b u t e d t o a s e n s e o f 
w e l l - b e i n g and a d e d i c a t i o n t o t h e 
V i c t o r i a n e t h i c of i m p r o v e m e n t . 
A l l o f t h e s e c i r c u m s t a n c e s 
s t i m u l a t e d b u i l d i n g a c t i v i t y in t h e 
t o w n . At t h e s a m e t i m e t h r e e 
c a t a s t r o p h i c f i r e s in t h e downtown 
c o r e w i t h i n a f i v e y e a r p e r i o d 
(1857-61) p r o v i d e d t h e c a t a l y s t for 
major changes i n t h e t o w n s c a p e of 
t h a t a r e a . 

Al though F . S . C o z z e n s , on h i s 
v i s i t i n 1 8 5 9 , f o u n d H a l i f a x a 
" q u a i n t m o u l d y o l d town p o k [ i n g ] 
i t s w o o d e n g a b l e s t h r o u g h t h e 
f o g , u J - t h e c i t y was a l r e a d y 
b e g i n n i n g t o s h e d i t s s o m e w h a t 
d ingy a p p e a r a n c e for l a r g e r - s c a l e , 
more f a s h i o n a b l e , s t o n e and b r i c k 
s t r u c t u r e s and b l o c k s . T h i s new 
b u i l d i n g , s o m e o f i t 
a r c h i t e c t - d e s i g n e d , w a s t o g i v e 
downtown H a l i f a x , p a r t i c u l a r l y t h e 
a r e a e a s t of B a r r i n g t o n S t r e e t t o 
t h e h a r b o u r , i t s p r e d o m i n a n t 

c h a r a c t e r for over a c e n t u r y . Some 
p a r t s o f i t r e m a i n r e l a t i v e l y 
i n t a c t t o d a y . 

Many f a c t o r s c o n t r i b u t e d t o 
t h e t o w n s c a p e w h i c h e m e r g e d . A 
" b r i c k law" p a s s e d in 1857 r e q u i r e d 
t h a t new b u i l d i n g s in t h e downtown 
c o r e be c o n s t r u c t e d o f s t o n e o r 
b r i c k . I n a d d i t i o n t o t h e new 
r e g u l a t i o n s , t h e s h e e r q u a n t i t y of 
c o n s t r u c t i o n g o i n g on e n c o u r a g e d 
i n v e s t m e n t i n t h e s u p p l y o f t h e 
s t u r d i e r b u i l d i n g m a t e r i a l s . 
T e c h n o l o g i c a l d e v e l o p m e n t s m a d e 
a v a i l a b l e o t h e r m a t e r i a l s , 
p a r t i c u l a r l y m a s s - p r o d u c e d c a s t 
i r o n ornament and wooden f i n i s h i n g 
p r o d u c t s . M o r e o v e r , t h e p e r i o d 
c o i n c i d e d w i t h a r e j e c t i o n o f 
c l a s s i c i s m a n d a new t a s t e f o r 
d e c o r a t i o n w h i c h f o u n d i t s m o s t 
f a s h i o n a b l e e x p r e s s i o n i n t h e 
I t a l i a n a t e m o d e . A l l o f t h e s e 
f e a t u r e s , i n a p e r i o d o f 
p r o s p e r i t y , c r e a t e d o p p o r t u n i t i e s 
f o r d e s i g n and c o n s t r u c t i o n w h i c h 
a t t r a c t e d a r c h i t e c t s and b u i l d e r s 
t o H a l i f a x . 

I t was t h e b u i l d e r s who p u t 
t h e m a n y f a c e t s - d e s i g n , 
m a t e r i a l s , u t i l i t i e s - t o g e t h e r i n 
t h e a r t of b u i l d i n g . The b u s i n e s s 
s e c t i o n of t h e Halifax City 
Directory for 1858-59 l i s t s 
t w e n t y b u i l d e r s ; t h a t for 1863 on ly 
f i v e . At t h e same t i m e , t h e number 
of j o i n e r s r o s e f r o m e l e v e n t o 
t h i r t y - s e v e n and masons f rom e i g h t 
t o t w e n t y - o n e , w h i l e o t h e r segments 
of t he b u i l d i n g t r a d e s , i n c l u d i n g 
c a b i n e t - m a k e r s , p a i n t e r s a n d 
b u i l d i n g s u p p l i e r s , r e m a i n e d 
r e l a t i v e l y s t a b l e . ^ m t h i s b r i e f 
p e r i o d t h e h i g h demand for b u i l d i n g 
s e r v i c e s changed t h e d e f i n i t i o n of 
t h e t e r m " b u i l d e r " in H a l i f a x . I n 
1 8 5 8 , a l l t h o s e w h o p r o v i d e d 
g e n e r a l b u i l d i n g s e r v i c e s s t y l e d 
t h e m s e l v e s b u i l d e r s . T h e y w e r e 
a p p a r e n t l y s k i l l e d a r t i s a n s w i l l i n g 
t o u n d e r t a k e c o n t r a c t s f o r w h o l e 
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s t r u c t u r e s ; t h e y t h e m s e l v e s 
probably c a r r i e d out t h e p o r t i o n s 
r e l a t e d to t h e i r p a r t i c u l a r t r a d e s 
and con t rac ted with o the r s to car ry 
out the o ther t r a d e s . U s u a l l y t h e 
p r i n c i p a l was e i t h e r a mason or a 
c a r p e n t e r . By 1 8 6 3 t h e f i v e 
b u i l d e r s l i s t e d - George Bla ik lock , 
Robert David, George Lang, Rober t 
Malcolm and Henry Pe te r s - had a l l 
u n d e r t a k e n b u i l d i n g on a s c a l e 
s u f f i c i e n t to employ a c o n t i n u o u s 
workforce who u s u a l l y c a r r i e d out 
most aspec t s of the c o n t r a c t . They 
w e r e a l s o t h o s e r e p o r t e d m o s t 
f r e q u e n t l y i n t h e n e w s p a p e r s a s 
h a v i n g t e n d e r e d on i m p o r t a n t 
bu i ld ing p r o j e c t s and hav ing t a k e n 
b u i l d i n g c o n t r a c t s . D u r i n g t h e 
f i v e yea r p e r i o d t h e y had b e e n 
a c t i v e l y engaged in t h e s u p p l y of 
bu i ld ing m a t e r i a l s to the town, the 
c o m m e r c i a l r e b u i l d i n g of t h e 
downtown core , and the expansion of 
d o m e s t i c a n d i n s t i t u t i o n a l 
b u i l d i n g . An e x a m i n a t i o n of t h e 
c a r e e r of one of t h e s e b u i l d e r s , 
George Lang, a f f o r d s some view of 
the n a t u r e of t h e b u i l d e r T s r o l e 
and of b u i l d i n g o p e r a t i o n s i n 
mid-nineteenth century Hal i fax . 

A l t h o u g h L a n g ' s b u i l d i n g 
ca ree r l a s t e d l e s s than a decade -
1858 t o 1865 - i t i s t y p i c a l i n 
many r e spec t s of t h e e x p e r i e n c e s , 
accomplishments and s t r e s s e s of h is 
l o n g e r - l i v e d compe t i to r s . The fac t 
t h a t he i s remembered t o d a y w h i l e 
h i s c o n t e m p o r a r i e s a r e l a r g e l y 
f o r g o t t e n i s a t t r i b u t a b l e to one 
work. In a c i t y where t h e B r i t i s h 
g a r r i s o n and n a v a l p r e s e n c e a r e 
s t i l l p r o u d l y remembered, L a n g ' s 
f a m e r e s t s u p o n a m i l i t a r y 
monument. In 1855 , a t t h e h e i g h t 
of t h e C r i m e a n War, p a t r i o t i c 
Haligonians s u b s c r i b e d to e r e c t a 
monument t o h o n o u r two of Nova 
S c o t i a T s sons k i l l e d i n d u t y a t 
S e b a s t o p o l : Augus tus F r e d e r i c k 
Welsford (1811-1855) and Wi l l i am 
B.C.A. P a r k e r ( 1 8 2 0 - 1 8 5 5 ) . Lang 

was chosen to c a r v e t h e monument. 
Work got underway in 1859, and by 
Ju ly 1860 the "perfec t f i g u r e of a 
l i o n , l i f e s i z e " had been completed 
and r a i s e d i n t o p o s i t i o n i n S t . 
P a u l T s Cemetery where i t s t a n d s 
today (F ig . 1 ) . LangTs a s s o c i a t i o n 
with the W e l s f o r d - P a r k e r monument 
made h i s name a househo ld word in 
t he town. The l i o n he made h i s 
t r a d e m a r k on s e v e r a l of t h e 
b u i l d i n g s h e s u b s e q u e n t l y 
under took. 

L ike a lmos t a l l n i n e t e e n t h 
century Hal i fax b u i l d e r s , Lang was 
n o t a n a t i v e s o n . A S c o t t i s h 
mason, he was born around 1821 in 
R o x b u r g h s h i r e . His f i r s t known 
work was on t h e S c o t t Monument 
e rec ted in Ed inburgh between 1841 
and 1846 as a memorial to n o v e l i s t 
S i r W a l t e r S c o t t . The work was 
infamous for the exposure i t caused 
w o r k m e n t o t h e s u l p h u r o u s 
C r a i g l e i t h s t one , and in l a t e r l i f e 
L a n g c l a i m e d t o be t h e o n l y 
surv ivor of the crew of masons who 
had worked on t h e monumen t . A 
contemporary account i n d i c a t e s tha t 
Lang went from E d i n b u r g h t o St . 
John T s , Newfoundland at t h e b e h e s t 
of B i s h o p F e i l d who h a d j u s t 
obta ined plans for h is Cathedral of 
S t . J o h n The B a p t i s t f rom t h e 
E n g l i s h a r c h i t e c t S i r G e o r g e 
Gi lbe r t S c o t t . He probably a r r ived 
among a group of Sco t t i sh masons in 
1847 and 1 8 4 8 t o w o r k on t h e 
c a t h e d r a l . Massive d e s t r u c t i o n by 
f i r e i n 1846 l e d to s u b s t a n t i a l 
r e b u i l d i n g in S t . John 1 s . Lang may 
h a v e g a i n e d f u r t h e r b u i l d i n g 
exper ience t h e r e b e f o r e moving to 
New Brunswick in 1851 as r e s i d e n t 
m a n a g e r o f t h e n e w A l b e r t 
Q u a r r i e s . ^ 

From A l b e r t , Lang moved t o 
Hal i fax in 1858. His s h o r t c a r e e r 
t h e r e i n c l u d e d a l l fou r t y p e s of 
major bu i ld ing a c t i v i t y in the town 
a t m i d - c e n t u r y : g o v e r n m e n t a l , 
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c o m m e r c i a l , i n s t i t u t i o n a l a n d 
domest ic . 

Of t h e s e , g o v e r n m e n t a l 
b u i l d i n g i s t h e m o s t e a s i l y 
i d e n t i f i e d and the most ex t ens ive ly 
documented. I n c o r p o r a t i o n i n 1841 
and t h e g r a n t i n g of r e s p o n s i b l e 
government in 1848 brought c o n t r o l 
of the publ ic purse and a s e n s e of 
f i n a n c i a l power t o p r o v i n c i a l and 
municipal government . Both t h e s e 
developments s t imula ted government 
spending; b u i l d i n g was one of t h e 
forms such s p e n d i n g t o o k . New 
s t r u c t u r e s e r e c t e d i n t h e H a l i f a x 
area between 1850 and 1865 included 
a new m a r k e t h o u s e ( 1 8 5 4 ) , a 
l u n a t i c a s y l u m ( 1 8 5 6 ) , a c i t y 
p r i s o n ( 1 8 5 7 ) , a c i t y h o s p i t a l 
( 1 8 5 7 ) , a c o u n t y c o u r t h o u s e 
(1858), a county j a i l (1863), and a 
p rov inc i a l customs and p o s t o f f i c e 
bu i ld ing ( 1 8 6 4 ) . 5 

A w e l l - e s t a b l i s h e d sys tem fo r 
r e g u l a t i n g government c o n s t r u c t i o n 
ex i s t ed in the province . After the 
l e g i s l a t u r e had passed an e n a b l i n g 
a c t a u t h o r i z i n g f u n d s , 
c o m m i s s i o n e r s were a p p o i n t e d t o 
ob ta in p l a n s , c a l l f o r and s e l e c t 
t e n d e r s , and oversee comple t i on of 
the c o n s t r u c t i o n . They might ho ld 
an a r c h i t e c t u r a l c o m p e t i t i o n o r 
name an a r c h i t e c t d i r e c t l y . In 
e i t h e r c a s e , t h e a r c h i t e c t was 
r e spons ib l e fo r c r e a t i n g a d e s i g n 
for the b u i l d i n g confo rmab le w i t h 
the sums and m a t e r i a l s spec i f i ed by 
t h e c o m m i s s i o n e r s , f o r s u p p l y i n g 
the plans and s p e c i f i c a t i o n s , fo r 
o v e r s e e i n g t h e c o n s t r u c t i o n , 
e n s u r i n g i t s w o r k m a n s h i p a n d 
a d h e r e n c e t o t h e s p e c i f i c a t i o n s , 
and for i s su ing the c e r t i f i c a t e s of 
c o m p l e t i o n w h i c h e n a b l e d t h e 
bu i lde r to ob ta in payment.0 

Lang T s H a l i f a x c a r e e r b e g a n 
and ended w i t h major g o v e r n m e n t 
c o n t r a c t s . I t b e g a n w i t h t h e 
Hal i fax County Court House designed 

in 1858 by William Thomas and Sons 
of Toronto. Lang*s compet i tors for 
the con t r ac t fo r c o n s t r u c t i n g t h e 
cour t house represen ted the leading 
bu i l d ing firms in H a l i f a x : Rober t 
Malcolm, an E n g l i s h m a n who had 
e m i g r a t e d to H a l i f a x in 1832 and 
had been i n v o l v e d i n t h e l o c a l 
bu i l d ing scene eve r s i n c e ; Rober t 
Davis , an experienced bu i lde r whose 
l o c a l work i n c l u d e d t h e m a r k e t 
h o u s e , t h e p r i s o n , t h e l u n a t i c 
a s y l u m and two b a n k s ; P e t e r s , 
B l a i k l o c k and P e t e r s , a f i r m of 
Quebec p r i n c i p a l s who had b e e n 
a c t i v e in Hal i fax s ince under taking 
c o n s t r u c t i o n of t h e F o r t Needham 
B a r r a c k s f o r t h e B r i t i s h a r m y 
g a r r i s o n i n 1 8 5 2 . A l t h o u g h 
Malcolm1s low tender was a c c e p t e d , 
he s u r r e n d e r e d w i t h i n a m o n t h , 
c i t i n g s e r i o u s e r r o r s i n 
c a l c u l a t i o n s . In the new round of 
t e n d e r s , LangTs low b id of £8952 
was accepted . Begun l a t e i n 1858, 
t h e b u i l d i n g was opened l a t e i n 
1860 . W h i l e t h e c o m m i s s i o n e r s 
c o m p l a i n e d t h a t w o r k h a d n o t 
p r o g r e s s e d a s r a p i d l y a s t h e 
c o n t r a c t s p e c i f i e d , Lang r e c e i v e d 
f a v o u r a b l e comment in t h e l o c a l 
p ress which e s t a b l i s h e d him f i r m l y 
as a c o m p e t e n t and r e s p o n s i b l e 
b u i l d e r in the town. ' With 
a l t e r a t i o n s , r e p a i r s and a d d i t i o n s 
t h e c o u r t house c o n t i n u e d u n t i l 
1972 t o f u l f i l l t h e p u r p o s e f o r 
which i t was c o n s t r u c t e d . I t now 
h o u s e s t h e p r o v i n c i a l l i b r a r y 
system. 

In a period which saw both the 
Crimean War and the American C i v i l 
War, the B r i t i s h m i l i t a r y and naval 
p r e s e n c e i n H a l i f a x p r o v i d e d 
a n o t h e r s i g n i f i c a n t s o u r c e of 
government spending. The 1850s saw 
t h e c o m p l e t i o n of t h e H a l i f a x 
C i t a d e l and c o n s t r u c t i o n of t h e 
huge Fort Needham B a r r a c k s . Lang 
was p e r i p h e r a l l y i n v o l v e d i n 
m i l i t a r y c o n s t r u c t i o n , through work 
a t the Barracks and a t F o r t Massey 



9 

Inauguration of the 
Sebastopol Monument _, St. 
Paul's Cemetery_, Halifax, 
17 July I860.'' Photo by 
W. Chas e. Th e bold 
leonine sculpture 
punctuates the south end. 
of Barrington Street as a 
commercial thoroughfare 
and helps to unite the 
green space of the 
cemetery to i t s 
architectural neighbours. 
(Source: Nova Scotia 
Museum). 

Halifax County Court 
Housej 1860s. The court 
house features the 
vermiculated and 
rusticated stone and the 
carved head, keystones 
characteristic of the 
work of its designers , 
William Thomas & Sons. 
It was George Lang's 
first building contract 
in Halifax. (Source: 
Heritage Trust of Nova 
Scotia). 

' * * ■ - — - ' 
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in south Hal i fax in the e a r l y 
1860s.8 

While government construction 
was important to the b u i l d i n g 
industry because of i t s large scale 
and i t s assured payments, i t s 
s t ruc tu res tended to be widely 
d is t r ibuted throughout the c i t y . 
It was instead commercial building 
which had the largest impact on the 
downtown cityscape at mid-century. 
Haligonian merchants had profited 
from t h e f r e e i n g of t r a d e 
represented by Bri t i sh repeal of 
the Corn Laws in 1846 and by the 
introduction of rec iproci ty with 
t h e Uni ted S t a t e s i n 1 8 5 4 . 
Shipbuilding and i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
t r a d e s t i m u l a t e d H a l i f a x 1 s 
provincial hinterland which the 
Intercolonial Railroad promised to 
extend. Negotiations were underway 
to terminate a British monopoly on 
development of Nova ScotiaT s coal 
resources while gold rushes as far 
away as California and Australia 
s t i m u l a t e d e x p l o r a t i o n and 
expectation in the Nova Scot ian 
gold f i e l d s . Three d e s t r u c t i v e 
fires in this period of prosperi ty 
were the proximate s t imu l i to a 
commercial building bonanza in the 
town. 

Until mid-century Halifax was 
remarkable for the absence of the 
large scale f i res common in other 
colonial towns. Then, in 1847, 
1859 and 1861, fires each wiped out 
two f u l l b l o c k s of c e n t r a l 
Halifax. Commercial rebuilding 
in the burnt out d i s t r i c t in 1857 
and 1858 was stone and brick, three 
or four storeys high, expressive of 
the local prosperity and business 
conf idence . When the a l r e a d y 
s u b s t a n t i a l n o r t h b l o c k of 
Granville Street, the centre of the 
Hal i fax dry goods t r a d e , was 
destroyed in 1859, ci t izens called 
for "a range of buildings which, 
fo r u n i f o r m i t y , b e a u t y and 

s imple e l e g a n c e , c a n n o t be 
surpassed in America" and for 
seizing the "present opportunity" 
to "grac[e] t h a t d i s t r i c t with 
something akin to model ed i f i ces . " 
Within three months designs had 
been prepared for at leas t seven 
proprietors by William Thomas and 
Sons of Toronto, through t h e i r 
local partner, C.P. Thomas.10 The 
major s t ructure in the group was 
the Palace Buildings, a range of 
six warehouses for four merchants, 
at an estimated cost of £15,000. 
The contract for the whole work 
went to George Lang. Situated in 
the centre of the west side of the 
block, they were constructed to a 
single design: four storeys high, 
with ornamental cas t i ron shop 
fronts with wrought iron ro l l ing 
window s h u t t e r s , and A l b e r t 
freestone facades on the upper 
s t o r e y s . The b u i l d i n g s were 
completed and opened l a t e in 
1860. u 

In a d d i t i o n to the Pa lace 
Buildings, Lang was involved in the 
c o n s t r u c t i o n of t h r e e o t h e r 
buildings in the same block. One 
was E. B i l l i n g and Company's 
elegant London House just to the 
r ight of the Palace B u i l d i n g s . 
Lang was responsible only for the 
mason's work on this structure, the 
carpentry having been l e t as a 
s e p a r a t e c o n t r a c t . Atop the 
s t ructure stood Lang's symbol, a 
carved stone lion. On the extreme 
right the most northerly s t ructure 
in the block was a four s to rey 
brick and stone store and warehouse 
again constructed by Lang. Above 
the cas t i ron shop f r o n t , the 
facade was covered with Portland 
cement and trimmed with freestone 
quoins. At the opposite end of the 
b lock Lang c o n s t r u c t e d two 
warehouses for Robert Romans, known 
as the Prince of Wales Building, 
again to the designs of Thomas and 
at a cost of £4200.12 In fact 
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only two s t r u c t u r e s i n t h e b l o c k 
were not done by Lang. A l l t h o s e 
done by Lang had c a s t i r o n s h o p 
f r o n t s f r o m D a n i e l B a d g e r ' s 
A r c h i t e c t u r a l I r o n Works i n New 
York . 1 3 

L a n g ' s G r a n v i l l e S t r e e t 
bu i ld ings were s t i l l s tanding u n t i l 
1978 when t h e s t r u c t u r e s w e r e 
d e m o l i s h e d . Taken down s t o n e by 
s t o n e , t h e f a c a d e s have now been 
recons t ruc ted in the h o t e l complex 
c u r r e n t l y u n d e r d e v e l o p m e n t by 
Durham Leaseholds Limi ted . L a n g ' s 
bu i ld ings were a l l on the west s ide 
of the s t r e e t and none are included 
i n t h e c o m p l e t e d H i s t o r i c 
P rope r t i e s development of t h e e a s t 
s ide of the s t r e e t . 

As Lang's exper ience w i t h t he 
Granvi l l e S t r e e t b u i l d i n g s shows, 
t h e r o l e o f t h e b u i l d e r i n 
m i d - c e n t u r y H a l i f a x w a s a 
p r e c a r i o u s o n e . T e n d e r i n g was 
h ighly compet i t ive ; the bu i lde r had 
t o e s t i m a t e a c c u r a t e l y h i s 
compet i t ion , h i s m a r k e t s f o r bo th 
s u p p l i e s and l a b o u r , a n d a n y 
t e c h n i c a l p r o b l e m s . The u s u a l 
c o n t r a c t f o r c o n s t r u c t i o n of a 
b u i l d i n g p r o v i d e d s p e c i f i c a t i o n s 
and s u p e r v i s i o n by t h e a r c h i t e c t 
but l e f t the con t r ac to r to f i n a n c e 
h i s own o p e r a t i o n s , t o f i n d 
m a t e r i a l s a n d l a b o u r , a n d t o 
comple te c o n s t r u c t i o n a g a i n s t an 
e s t a b l i s h e d d e a d l i n e , o f t e n 
inco rpo ra t ing a pena l ty c l a u s e fo r 
f a i l u r e to meet t h e d a t e . Lang T s 
c o n t r a c t fo r Romans1 s t o r e s , fo r 
example, signed in August 1860, was 
to be completed by mid -Apr i l 1861 , 
with a pena l ty of £90 per week fo r 
n o n - c o m p l e t i o n . Lang e v i d e n t l y 
completed on t ime. Payment was to 
be made 85 per c e n t on c o m p l e t i o n 
and the balance th ree months l a t e r . 
Lang had t h e r e f o r e to f i n a n c e a l l 
h i s m a t e r i a l s and l a b o u r c o s t s 
during c o n s t r u c t i o n , an amount of 
more than £4000. In f a c t , Romans 

was u n a b l e to pay t h e c o s t s when 
the bu i ld ing was completed; in l i e u 
of cash he gave Lang a mor tgage on 
the proper ty and on two o t h e r l o t s 
t h a t he owned. Lang c a r r i e d t h e 
m o r t g a g e u n t i l 1 8 6 4 when h e 
a s s i g n e d i t to h i s own p r i n c i p a l 
c r e d i t o r , James Forman. S imi l a r l y , 
Edward B i l l i n g pa id Lang wi th two 
p r o m i s s o r y n o t e s d a t e d two and 
t h r e e months r e s p e c t i v e l y a f t e r 
o p e n i n g . When B i l l i n g p r o v e d 
u n a b l e to pay them, he p r o v i d e d 
a d d i t i o n a l s e c u r i t y via mor tgages . 
When B i l l i n g assigned h i s p r o p e r t y 
to c r e d i t o r s in 1862, Lang was one 
of fou r h o l d i n g mor tgages on t h e 
lands and b u i l d i n g s . There i s no 
evidence tha t he recovered anything 
on the deb t . Lang suffered fu r ther 
l o s s e s when the cour t s awarded him 
only 63 per cent of the c l a i m s for 
o the r debts tha t he sought t h r o u g h 
j u d i c i a l c h a n n e l s . ^ 

L a n g ' s e x p e r i e n c e w i t h t h e 
Granv i l l e S t r e e t bu i ld ings seems to 
h a v e d i s c o u r a g e d h i m f r o m 
u n d e r t a k i n g o t h e r p r i v a t e 
c o m m e r c i a l c o n t r a c t s . W h i l e 
s u b s t a n t i a l commerc ia l b u i l d i n g 
c o n t i n u e d on t h e f r i n g e s of t h e 
b u r n t out d i s t r i c t t h r o u g h t h e 
e a r l y 1 8 6 0 s , Lang t o o k o n l y two 
f u r t h e r con t r ac t s - t h a t for a four 
s t o r e y s t o n e and b r i c k s t o r e for 
t he s o l i d l y - e s t a b l i s h e d hardware 
dea l e r P a t r i c k Walsh and t h a t for 
t h r e e b r i c k and s t o n e s t o r e s for 
m a g i s t r a t e David Falconer.1-* 

With work on t h e G r a n v i l l e 
S t r e e t bu i ld ings l a r g e l y comple ted 
by 1 8 6 1 , c o n s t r u c t i o n b e g a n t o 
s h i f t f rom p r i v a t e c o m m e r c i a l 
bu i ld ings to s t r u c t u r e s for p r i v a t e 
i n s t i t u t i o n s . That year t h e Union 
Bank, the Hal i fax Insurance Company 
a n d t h e N o v a S c o t i a M a r i n e 
Insurance Company a l l s t a r t e d major 
o f f i ce s t r u c t u r e s . Lang took t h e 
c o n t r a c t f o r t h e l a s t , a f o u r 
s t o r e y b u i l d i n g on B e d f o r d Row 
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{•est 5-tde 0/ Granville Street, Halifax, 1860s. The rhythm and Italianate detailing of the twelve 
bay Palace Buildings dominate this commercial streetscape where uniform building heights, free stone 
facades and fashionable cast iron store fronts reflect the prosperity of Halifax in 1860. (Source 
Heritage Trust of Nova Sco t i a ) . 



13 

c o n s t r u c t e d i n 1 8 6 1 - 6 2 a n d 
demolished in 1935 to make way fo r 
N o v a S c o t i a g o v e r n m e n t 
b u i l d i n g s . ° 

I n s t i t u t i o n a l b u i l d i n g was 
r e l i g i o u s as well as f i n a n c i a l . In 
1862 Lang c o n s t r u c t e d a s c h o o l 
house on the grounds of S t . L u k e ' s 
Anglican Church. I t was b u i l t i n 
Lang1s usual m a t e r i a l s - s t o n e and 
b r i c k - and i n a s t y l e b e f i t t i n g 
t h e Go th ic c h u r c h . At t h e same 
t ime Lang u n d e r t o o k a f r e e s t o n e 
l i b r a r y bu i ld ing for King1s College 
a t Windsor, d e s i g n e d by a r c h i t e c t 
David S t i r l i n g . 

S t i r l i n g was a Scotsman, born, 
l i k e L a n g , i n t h e c o u n t y o f 
R o x b u r g h s h i r e . Whether Lang met 
him a t home or i n Newfoundland i n 
the l a t e 1840s i s unknown. They 
w e r e p a r t n e r s i n t h e e a r l y 
o p e r a t i o n of t h e A l b e r t Q u a r r i e s 
u n t i l S t i r l i n g d e p a r t e d fo r Upper 
Canada w h e n c e h e r e t u r n e d t o 
H a l i f a x i n 1 8 6 2 - K ing 1 s C o l l e g e 
Library was t h e f i r s t of a s e r i e s 
of b u i l d i n g p r o j e c t s i n w h i c h 
S t i r l i n g and Lang p a r t i c i p a t e d 
j o i n t l y . ' 

The most important of them was 
t he H a l i f a x Club , c o n s t r u c t e d in 
1 8 6 2 - 6 3 . The p r e m i s e s f o r t h e 
lead ing gentlemenTs a s s o c i a t i o n of 
t h e c i t y w e r e e l e g a n t a n d 
e x t r a v a g a n t ; i n k e e p i n g w i th t h e 
image of the c lub , t h e i r rooms were 
" f i t t e d i n t h e most modern s t y l e 
and w i t h a l l t h e improvements of 
the age."18 The club r e t a i n s 
i t s o r i g i n a l funct ion today. 

While governmental, commercial 
and i n s t i t u t i o n a l b u i l d i n g s were 
commissioned and thus b u i l t to meet 
a p a r t i c u l a r c l i e n t * s requ i rements , 
ex tens ive r e s i d e n t i a l c o n s t r u c t i o n 
i n H a l i f a x in t h e m i d - 1 8 6 0 s was 
c a r r i e d out on a s p e c u l a t i v e b a s i s . 
C o n c e n t r a t i o n upon c o m m e r c i a l 

b u i l d i n g f rom 1858 t o 1861 had 
d e p r i v e d t h e d o m e s t i c m a r k e t of 
b u i l d i n g s e r v i c e s . At t h e same 
t ime p r o s p e r i t y had c r e a t e d both 
t h e d e s i r e a n d t h e n e c e s s a r y 
a f f luence for b e t t e r housing. With 
the dec l ine of commercial b u i l d i n g 
in the ea r ly 1 8 6 0 s , bo th b u i l d e r s 
and t h o s e who s t y l e d t h e m s e l v e s 
house c a r p e n t e r s t ended to s h i f t 
t h e i r work f o r c e s to t h e domes t i c 
m a r k e t . The b r e a k - u p of l a r g e 
e s t a t e s provided b u i l d i n g l o t s on 
t he f r i n g e s of t h e c e n t r a l c o r e : 
t he s o u t h p o r t i o n s of H o l l i s and 
P l e a s a n t S t r e e t s , to t h e west on 
Queen and M o r r i s S t r e e t s , beyond 
t h a t in SmithTs F i e ld s to V i c t o r i a 
Road, and in the f i e l d between t h e 
H o r t i c u l t u r a l Gardens and Camp Hi l l 
Cemetery. The most n o t e w o r t h y of 
t h i s bu i ld ing appears to have been 
done by George Blaiklock and Henry 
P e t e r s , f o r m e r l y of t h e f i r m of 
P e t e r s , B l a i k l o c k and P e t e r s , but 
a t the time o p e r a t i n g i n d e p e n d e n t 
bu i ld ing e s t a b l i s h m e n t s . - ^ Although 
Lang purchased a few bu i ld ing l o t s , 
a p p a r e n t l y f o r s p e c u l a t i v e 
p u r p o s e s , he does not a p p e a r t o 
have u n d e r t a k e n any s i g n i f i c a n t 
d o m e s t i c c o n s t r u c t i o n e x c e p t on 
c o n t r a c t . In 1863 he b u i l t t h e 
impress ive Keith Ha l l , d e s i g n e d by 
the firm of S t i r l i n g and Way, fo r 
the brewer and p o l i t i c i a n Alexander 
K e i t h . At t h e same t i m e L a n g 
co-opera ted wi th S t i r l i n g and Way 
in the cons t ruc t i on of some "Tudor 
s t y l e " co t t ages in the Bowery. In 
1864 he undertook a house c o n t r a c t 
in Park S t r e e t . Lang's experiments 
w i th " W a r r e n ' s Improved F i r e and 
W a t e r - P r o o f R o o f i n g , " h i s 
o c c a s i o n a l b i d s on d o m e s t i c 
c o n t r a c t s , and h i s p u r c h a s e of 
b u i l d i n g l o t s , m a i n l y i n 1 8 6 4 , 
s u g g e s t s t h a t i t was p r o m i s i n g 
oppor tun i ty e l s e w h e r e r a t h e r t han 
lack of i n t e r e s t which l a r g e l y kept 
Lang o u t of t h e b u s y d o m e s t i c 
c o n s t r u c t i o n f i e l d . ^ 
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Nova Scotia Marine Insurance building 
(centre), Bedford Row, Halifax, a. 1870. 
Extensive rebuilding in stone and brick, 
with ornamentation new in both style and 
material, transformed downtown Halifax 
on the eve of Confederation. (Source: 
A r c h i v e s o f O n t a r i o ) . 

King's College Library, Windsor, N.S. Stirling and Lang's 
buttressed structure, looking more like a church than a 
school, reflects the strong religious heritage with which 
its educational function was associated. ( S o u r c e : P u b l i c 
A r c h i v e s o f Nova S c o t i a ) . 
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The Halifax Club, 1863. Designed 
by David Stirling and built by 
George Lang, the club appears here 
as pictured in the I l l u s t r a t ed 
London News at the time of its 
opening. 

The Provincial Building, 
Halifax, c. 1870. Another 
Stirling and Lang building 3 
this massive block structure 
displays the architect's 
virtuosity in handling 
Italianate forms. (Source: 
Archives of Ontario). 
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An i m p o r t a n t p a r t of a n y 
bu i ld ing o p e r a t i o n , whe the r i t be 
commissioned or s p e c u l a t i v e , i s the 
s u p p l y o f m a t e r i a l s . At 
mid-century a bu i lde r seems usua l ly 
to have been expected to supply the 
m a t e r i a l s r equ i red for b u i l d i n g as 
w e l l as to pe r fo rm t h e b u i l d i n g 
a c t i v i t y . L a n g 1 s c a r e e r 
exempli f ies t h i s d i r e c t c o n n e c t i o n 
between bu i ld ing and the s u p p l y of 
bu i ld ing m a t e r i a l s . From 1851 t o 
1858 he was r e s i d e n t manager of the 
Alber t Freestone Quarr ies in Albert 
County, New Brunswick . Opened i n 
1851 under the j o i n t management of 
Lang and D a v i d S t i r l i n g , t h e 
q u a r r i e s w e r e f i n a n c e d by Nova 
Scot ian en t repreneur C D . Archibald 
and h i s Engl i sh a s s o c i a t e s . They 
were c l e a r l y i n t e n d e d f rom t h e 
o u t s e t t o s u p p l y t h e A m e r i c a n 
m a r k e t , and by 1 8 5 8 , when t h e 
f i n a n c i n g a n d m a n a g e m e n t 
t r a n s f e r r e d f rom London t o New 
York, they claimed to be s u p p l y i n g 
major p o i n t s a l o n g t h e A m e r i c a n 
e a s t e r n s e a b o r d . When Lang l e f t 
the company and moved to Hal i fax in 
1 8 5 8 , he c a p i t a l i z e d upon h i s 
i n t ima te knowledge of the p r o d u c t s 
and o p e r a t i o n of t h e q u a r r i e s t o 
s u p p l y n o t o n l y t h e b l o c k of 
f r ees tone for t h e W e l s f o r d - P a r k e r 
m o n u m e n t b u t a l s o t h e s t o n e 
requi red for h i s f i r s t two bu i ld ing 
a s s i g n m e n t s - t h e H a l i f a x County 
Court House and the northwest block 
of Granv i l l e S t r e e t . Lang did no t , 
however, in t roduce Albert f rees tone 
to H a l i f a x , fo r Rober t Davis had 
a l ready used i t in c o n s t r u c t i o n of 
t h e B a n k of N o v a S c o t i a i n 
1 8 5 6 . 2 1 

In the c o u r s e of h i s H a l i f a x 
c a r e e r Lang was a l s o i n v o l v e d in 
the supply of b u i l d i n g m a t e r i a l s . 
Unlike h i s p r i n c i p a l c o m p e t i t o r s -
Robert Davis , who opened a g r a n i t e 
quarry a t Birch Cove i n 1855 , and 
Henry Pe te r s and George B l a i k l o c k , 
who e s t a b l i s h e d a s u b s t a n t i a l 

br ickyard a t Eas tern Passage - Lang 
d i d no t f i n d h i s s u p p l y i n t h e 
immediate H a l i f a x a r e a . In 1863 , 
he opened a s l a t e q u a r r y a t t h e 
Gore, near Douglas in Hants County, 
which was claimed to have produced 
the f i r s t important l o c a l supply of 
s l a t e . 2 Up to t h a t time almost 
a l l s l a t e used in Hal i fax had been 
i m p o r t e d . The u n u s u a l v e r t i c a l 
formation of the Hants County s l a t e 
made for p a r t i c u l a r l y easy working. 

Lang was no t conce rned o n l y 
w i t h t h e e c o n o m i c s u p p l y o f 
b u i l d i n g m a t e r i a l s . He p r e p a r e d 
s e l e c t i o n s of Nova Scotian bu i ld ing 
s t o n e s f o r d i s p l a y a t t h e 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l Exh ib i t ions in London 
i n 1862 and i n D u b l i n i n 1 8 6 5 . 
These i n c l u d e d b l o c k s of d r e s s e d 
f r e e s t o n e f r o m T a t a m a g o u c h e , 
Wallace, Kennetcook, and Boula rd ie , 
Cape Breton. All were r e p o r t e d as 
b e i n g e x t e n s i v e l y q u a r r i e d f o r 
bu i ld ing purposes and some as being 
e x p o r t e d t o t h e U n i t e d 
S t a t e s . 2 3 

F i n a l l y , h a v i n g got h i m s e l f 
i n t o f i n a n c i a l d i f f i c u l t i e s of 
which more w i l l be s a i d s h o r t l y , 
Lang spent the l a s t f i f t e e n y e a r s 
of h i s l i f e o p e r a t i n g a b r i c k y a r d 
a n d t i l e m a n u f a c t o r y i n 
Shubenacadie . 2^ 

LangTs f i n a l bu i ld ing con t r ac t 
- for a p r o v i n c i a l customs bu i ld ing 
a n d p o s t o f f i c e - i s w o r t h 
examining in d e t a i l fo r t h e l i g h t 
i t sheds on bu i ld ing o p e r a t i o n s in 
m i d - n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y H a l i f a x . 
S i n c e t h e Nova S c o t i a M a r i n e 
I n s u r a n c e b u i l d i n g h a d b e e n 
completed in 1862, s i x of i t s rooms 
had been r en ted by t h e p r o v i n c i a l 
customs d e p a r t m e n t . At t h a t t ime 
pub l ic no t i c e was taken of the need 
for a government bu i l d ing to house 
t h e cus toms s e r v i c e and t h e p o s t 
o f f i c e . A s i t e i m m e d i a t e l y 
o p p o s i t e P r o v i n c i a l H o u s e i n 
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c e n t r a l H a l i f a x was p u r c h a s e d in 
1863; p lans by S t i r l i n g were r eady 
by the end of the year . 5 y n e n 
t e n d e r s w e r e c a l l e d i n J a n u a r y 
1864, compla in ts were i m m e d i a t e l y 
r a i s ed aga ins t the shor t t e n d e r i n g 
period of one month . A c c u s a t i o n s 
of c o l l u s i o n between the a r c h i t e c t 
a n d a l o c a l b u i l d e r w e r e 
l e v e l l e d . ° Clear ly the a l l u s i o n 
was t o Lang, fo r he a l o n e of t h e 
l ead ing Hal i fax b u i l d e r s had worked 
wi th S t i r l i n g s i n c e t h e l a t t e r ' s 
r e t u r n from Upper Canada e a r l y i n 
1862, and toge ther they had c a r r i e d 
out f ive p r o j e c t s in the two y e a r s . 

I n any c a s e , of t h e s e v e n 
t enders en te red , Lang1s a t $89 ,800 
was the l o w e s t . I t was , i n f a c t , 
n e a r l y $ 1 0 , 0 0 0 l o w e r t h a n i t s 
n e a r e s t c o m p e t i t o r and $ 1 8 , 6 0 0 
lower than the h ighes t o f f e r . For 
the sum, Lang undertook to p r o v i d e 
a l l t h e m a t e r i a l s and l a b o u r , t o 
a d h e r e t o t h e p l a n s a n d 
s p e c i f i c a t i o n s in the c o n s t r u c t i o n , 
and to complete t h e b u i l d i n g by 1 
June 1866.*7 

From the o u t s e t , a number of 
f a c t o r s c o n s p i r e d a g a i n s t Lang T s 
s u c c e s s . The p r o j e c t was t h i r t y 
per c e n t l a r g e r t h a n h i s l a r g e s t 
p r e v i o u s u n d e r t a k i n g , t h e P a l a c e 
B u i l d i n g s . In t h i s i n s t a n c e , 
however, he could not r e ly upon the 
f u l l y o p e r a t i o n a l A l b e r t Q u a r r i e s 
f o r h i s supp ly of m a t e r i a l s b u t 
t u r n e d to t h e q u a r r y a t Saw M i l l 
Brook near P ic tou where he employed 
quarrymen and a foreman d i r e c t l y . 
To h a n d l e t h e l a r g e f r e e s t o n e 
b l o c k s f o r t h e w a l l s , L a n g 
purchased a f o r t y horsepower s team 
e n g i n e f r o m t h e U n i t e d 
S t a t e s . 2 8 

On the s i t e of the P r o v i n c i a l 
Bui ld ing , Lang1 s c o n t r a c t p r o v i d e d 
for supe rv i s i on and i n s p e c t i o n by 
t h e c o m m i s s i o n e r s , t h e a r c h i t e c t 
and t h e newly a p p o i n t e d c l e r k of 

w o r k s , a n d a l l of t h e m w e r e 
empowered to g i v e o r d e r s t o t h e 
workmen w i t h o u t LangTs s a n c t i o n . 
This p o t e n t i a l l y hazardous d i v i s i o n 
of a u t h o r i t y coincided with t roub le 
i n t h e H a l i f a x l a b o u r m a r k e t . 
E a r l y in 1864 t h e House J o i n e r s 
Union Society of H a l i f a x o b t a i n e d 
an a c t of i n c o r p o r a t i o n from the 
l e g i s l a t u r e . At the end of May 150 
c a r p e n t e r s were repor ted on s t r i k e 
"in consequence of Master Mechanics 
not complying w i th t h e demand of 
t h e ' U n i o n ' " fo r an i n c r e a s e i n 
wages . B u s i n e s s in t h e b u i l d i n g 
t r a d e s was b r i e f l y at a s t a n d s t i l l 
u n t i l most employers complied w i th 
t h e r e q u e s t . A month l a t e r t h e 
s t o n e - c u t t e r s ( i n c o r p o r a t e d 1865) 
w e r e on s t r i k e d e m a n d i n g $2 a 
d a y . 2 " I t i s not apparent to 
what ex ten t the union movement and 
the s t r i k e s a c t u a l l y a f f e c t e d work 
a t t h e s i t e of t h e P r o v i n c i a l 
Bu i ld ing . The scope of the p ro jec t 
s u g g e s t s , h o w e v e r , t h a t L a n g ' s 
e x i s t i n g work force was i n a d e q u a t e 
to the task and tha t he e a r l y came 
u n d e r p r e s s u r e f r o m t h e 
c o m m i s s i o n e r s t o i n c r e a s e t h e 
number of men employed ; t h i s he 
probably d id , d e s p i t e the tu rbu len t 
and expensive labour market . 

No s i n g l e c ause r e s u l t e d i n 
L a n g ' s f a i l u r e l a t e i n 1 8 6 5 . 
N e v e r t h e l e s s , f i n a n c i n g t h e 
o p e r a t i o n was c l e a r l y one of t h e 
c o n t r i b u t i n g f a c t o r s . On 
u n d e r t a k i n g t h e c o n t r a c t , Lang 
r a i s e d $10,000 by ass ign ing Romans' 
1861 m o r t g a g e t o James F o r m a n , 
c a s h i e r of the Bank of Nova Sco t i a , 
but here ac t ing in h is own r igh t as 
Lang 's p r i n c i p a l f i n a n c i e r . Forman 
had a l ready put up $13,000 f o r t h e 
H a n t s C o u n t y s l a t e q u a r r y t h e 
p r e v i o u s y e a r and s u b s e q u e n t l y 
advanced "very l a r g e sums of money" 
to enable Lang to pay t h e workmen 
and p u r c h a s e m a t e r i a l s f o r t h e 
c o n s t r u c t i o n . In r e t u r n L a n g 
a s s i g n e d to him a l l t h e payments 
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rece ived , t o t a l l i n g over $ 2 6 , 5 0 0 . 
Moreover, Forman claimed t h a t over 
$7,000 was s t i l l due to Lang, a sum 
e s t i m a t e d by a n i n d e p e n d e n t 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l e v a l u a t i o n a t 
$16,000. Lang was a l ready f ami l i a r 
w i t h d i s c r e p a n c i e s b e t w e e n 
c o m p l e t i o n of w o r k a n d v a l i d 
payment from h i s G r a n v i l l e S t r e e t 
c o n s t r u c t i o n s . An e x c e s s of 
e x p e n d i t u r e s over r e i m b u r s e m e n t s 
c l e a r l y d id c o n t r i b u t e to Lang T s 
i n a b i l i t y t o p r o c e e d w i t h t h e 
c o n t r a c t to the s a t i s f a c t i o n of the 
commissioners . By August 1865 i t 
was rumoured t h a t "each s e p a r a t e 
b r i c k and s t o n e i s to be marked 
w i t h t h e d a t e of t h e y e a r i t was 
put i n . " In October Lang a s s i g n e d 
h i s proper ty and i n t e r e s t s , v a l u e d 
a t near ly $15 ,000 , to Forman, and 
by y e a r end had s u r r e n d e r e d t h e 
c o n t r a c t . ^ ^ When new tenders 
were ca l l ed i n J a n u a r y 1866, John 
B r o o k f i e l d , s o o n t o become t h e 
l e a d i n g c o n t r a c t o r i n H a l i f a x , 
entered a successful bid of $80,790 
(only $9,000 below Lang's o r i g i n a l 
c o n t r a c t p r i c e ) . I t t o o k 
B r o o k f i e l d two y e a r s to comple te 
the s t r u c t u r e . x Confederation 
made the s t i l l uncompleted bu i ld ing 
t h e s u b j e c t o f a n e a r l y 
f e d e r a l - p r o v i n c i a l s q u a b b l e . A 
f ede ra l bu i ld ing for a c e n t u r y , i t 
may now be re turned to the province 
f o r u s e by M e m b e r s o f t h e 
L e g i s l a t i v e Assembly. 

In t h e f l u i d and p r e c a r i o u s 
b u i l d i n g wor ld of m i d - n i n e t e e n t h 
c e n t u r y H a l i f a x , Lang worked i n 
var ious c a p a c i t i e s - as a s c u l p t o r , 
as a mason where he had no o t h e r 
r o l e in a c o n s t r u c t i o n , as a master 
craftsman where he c o n t r a c t e d w i t h 
o ther master c r a f t s m e n to p r o v i d e 
bu i ld ing s k i l l s , but p r i n c i p a l l y as 
a p p r o a c h i n g what E.W. Cooney has 
descr ibed as a master builder-*^ 
- t h a t i s , one who u n d e r t o o k t o 
cons t ruc t a whole b u i l d i n g , making 
a r r a n g e m e n t s f o r t h e n e c e s s a r y 

f inanc ing , and h i r i n g a l l a r t i s a n s 
and l aboure r s requi red to comple te 
the work. The n a t u r e of b u i l d i n g 
i n H a l i f a x i n t h i s p e r i o d 
s i g n i f i c a n t l y changed the r o l e of 
b u i l d e r s f rom b e i n g p r i m a r i l y 
a r t i s a n s in p a r t i c u l a r t r a d e s to 
being c o n t r a c t o r s with c a p a c i t y to 
meet t h e v a r i e d n e e d s of l a r g e 
s c a l e c o n s t r u c t i o n . 

While s tudy of t he c a r e e r of 
George Lang has thrown l i g h t on 
some aspec t s of the development of 
the c i tyscape and the opera t ions of 
the bu i ld ing i n d u s t r y in H a l i f a x , 
o ther s t u d i e s of var ious t y p e s a r e 
n e e d e d . E x a m i n a t i o n s o f 
a r c h i t e c t s , l i k e David S t i r l i n g , 
a n d of L a n g ' s c o n t e m p o r a r y 
b u i l d e r s , would f u r t h e r c l a r i f y 
r o l e s and r e l a t i o n s h i p s among 
a r c h i t e c t s , b u i l d e r s and a r t i s a n s 
wi th in the bu i ld ing i n d u s t r y . The 
i n d u s t r y i t s e l f n e e d s s t u d y i n 
t e r m s of t h e l e g i s l a t i o n a n d 
p r a c t i c e s govern ing i t in v a r i o u s 
p e r i o d s , t h e s u p p l y of m a t e r i a l s 
t h r o u g h i m p o r t a t i o n , l o c a l 
a v a i l a b i l i t y and l o c a l manufacture, 
a n d t h e c h a n g e s i n b u i l d i n g 
t e c h n o l o g y and t h e i r e f f e c t s on 
both d e s i g n and c o n s t r u c t i o n . A 
s y n t h e s i s of such s t u d i e s c o u l d 
lead to a sound e v a l u a t i o n of the 
r o l e s p l a y e d b y t r a i n i n g , 
p a r t n e r s h i p s , d e s i g n , m a t e r i a l s , 
t e c h n o l o g y a n d e c o n o m i c 
c i rcumstances in t he e v o l u t i o n of 
t h e c i t y s c a p e . The c i t y s c a p e 
i t s e l f w a r r a n t s a t t e n t i o n t o 
d e t e r m i n e t h e impact not on ly of 
b u i l d i n g s b u t of t h e l a r g e r 
l andscape . While the s t y l e , s c a l e , 
a n d m a t e r i a l s of i n d i v i d u a l 
bu i ld ings are u sua l ly recognized in 
h i s t o r i c a s s e s s m e n t s , t he s p a t i a l 
r e l a t i o n s h i p s , o r n a m e n t a t i o n , 
m a t e r i a l s and v i s t a s con t r ibu ted by 
t h e s t r e e t s t h e m s e l v e s h a v e t o o 
o f t e n been o v e r l o o k e d i n t h e i r 
impact on the c i t y s c a p e . S e r i o u s 
study of the phys ica l c h a r a c t e r of 



Canadian c i t i e s i n t h e p a s t i s 
l a r g e l y j u s t beginning. 

/V >v & 

NOTES 

1 Frederic S. Cozzens, Acadiaj 
o r _, A Month with the 
BluenOSeS ( N e w Y o r k : D e r b y 

a n d J a c k s o n , I 8 5 9 ) , p . 1 8 . 

2 Nugent's Business Directory 
of the City of Halifax for 
1858-9 (Ha I ifax, 1858); 
The Halifax^ Nova Scotia 
Business Directory for 1863, 
c o m p . L u k e H u t c h i n s o n 

( H a I i f a x , I 8 6 3 ) . 

3 NoVaSCOtian ( H a l i f a x ) , 24 Dec. 
1 8 5 5 , 2 J a n . , 2 a n d 16 J u l y 

i8 6 o; Acadian Recorder 
(Ha I i fax) , 28 May I 859. 

4 NoVaSCOtian, 2 5 Oct. 1858, 
"Mason" to editor; Acadian 
Recorder, 6 July I 88 I ; PAC, 
MG I 7 B I , sect ion 2 92, misc. 
papers, 1842-50. 

5 Morning Journal (Halifax, 19 
Apr. 18 54; Novascotian, 16 
J u n e 1 8 5 6 , 2 0 A p r . 1 8 5 7 ; 

Acadian Recorder, 24 July 
1857, 9 Oct. 1858; Evening 

Express ( H a l i f a x ) , 16 S e p t . 

I 8 6 3 ; 3 F e b . I 8 6 4 . 

6 S e e , f o r e x a m p l e , P A N S , 

V e r t i c a l M s s . F i l e , H a l i f a x , 

P r o v i n c i a l B u i I d i n g ( n e w ) , 

A g r e e m e n t , 3 F e b . 1 8 6 4 ; 

( h e r e a f t e r c i t e d a s P A N S , 

Agreement); Debates and 
proceedings of the House of 
Assembly of Nova Scotia, 
( h e r e a f t e r c i t e d a s 

Debates), 1864, P . 26. 
7 NoVaSCOtian, 13 S e p t . , M Oct . 

1858; 3 1 Oct. 1859; Acadian 
Recorder, 9 Oct. 18 58; Evening 
Express, M F e b . 1 8 6 1 ; N o v a 

Scotia. Journal of the House 
of Assembly, i860, App. pp. 
6 8 1 - 2 . 

8 P A N S , R G 3 9 C , 1 8 6 2 , # 1 2 7 8 , 

H a r r i s v s L a n g . 

19 

9 T h e f i r e s o c c u r r e d o n N e w 

Y e a r ' s E v e , 1 8 5 7 , 9 S e p t e m b e r 

1 8 5 9 a n d 1 2 J a n u a r y 1 8 6 1 . 

NoVaSOtian, 6 J a n . 1 8 5 7 ; 

I 2 S e p t . I 8 5 9 ; 2 1 J a n . 1 8 6 1 . 

io Novascotian, 19 Sept . , 12 
6 26 Dec. I 859. 

M NoVaSCOtian, 26 D e c . 1 8 5 9 ; 
Halifax Reporter, 3 Nov. i860. 

12 Halifax Reporter, 3 & 24 Nov. 
I860; P A N S , R G 3 9C, 1 8 6 2 , 
#1314, Thomas vs Romans. 

13 Illustrations of Iron 
Architecture j made by the 
Architectural Iron Works of 
the City of New York ( N . Y . , 
1 8 6 5 ) , r e p r i n t e d i n The 

Origins of Cast Iron 
Architecture in America (New 
Y o r k , 1 9 7 0 ) , p p . 2 4 - 2 5 . 

14 Acadian Recorder, 9 Oct. 
1 8 5 8 ; P A N S , R G 3 9 C , 1 8 6 2 , 

# 1 3 1 4 , T h o m a s v s R o m a n s ; 

# 1 6 5 3 , M u r d o c h v s R o m a n s a n d 

L a n g ; # 1 6 5 4 , M u r d o c h v s 

R o m a n s , D u f f u s a n d L a n g ; 

# 1 5 5 5 , M u r d o c h v s B i l l i n g e t 

a l ; # 1 2 8 1 , L a n g v s C h i p m a n ; 

# 1 2 8 2 , L a n g v s T r o p o l e t ; P A N S , 

R G 4 7 , H a l i f a x C o u n t y , b k . 1 3 0 

f . 3 4 5 ; b k . I 3 3 f . I 6 6 . 

15 Evening Express, 2 8 Mar. 
1 8 6 2 ; 15 J u n e 1 8 6 3 . 

16 Evening Express, \~i Apr., 
I 3 N o v . I 8 6 I ; 2 9 O c t . I 8 6 2 . 

17 Evening Express, 2 8 Mar., 
7 A p r . , I 2 Ma y I 8 6 2 ; Q u e e n ' s 

U n i v e r s i t y A r c h i v e s , n o t e b o o k 

o f D a v i d S t i r l i n g , p h o t o c o p y 

i n P A N S , MGI , n o . I 3 0 7 B . 

18 Evening Express , 19 May, 
2 5 J u Ty 1 8 6 2 ; 3 0 O c t . 18 6 3 ; 

Illustrated London News, 
14 N o v . 1 8 6 3 , p p . 4 9 6 - 7 . 

19 Acadian Recorder, 2 6 Oct. 
1 8 6 2 ; 1 4 , 2 1 M a r . 1 8 6 3 , 

British Colonist (Hal i fax) , 
27 May 1862; Evening Express, 
2 6 F e b . I 8 6 2 ; 2 2 A p r . 1 8 6 3 ; 

4 , I 5 & 2 6 J a n . , 10 F e b . , 2 0 

A p r . I 8 6 4 ; 2 7 M a r . , 14 J u l y , 

2 4 N o v . I 8 6 5 . 

20 Evening Express, 9 Nov. 



1 8 6 3 ; P A N S , R G 4 7 , H a l i f a x 
C o u n t y , b k . 1 4 3 f . 5 3 7 ; 
Acadian Recorders, 2 Aug. 
1 8 6 2 ; R G 4 7 , H a l i f a x C o u n t y , 
b k . I 4 0 , f . 5 9 ; b k . 1 4 3 , f f . 
4 9 7 , 7 1 3 . 

21 PANB, R e g i s t r y , A l b e r t C o u n t y , 
b k . D, f . 3 7 9 ; b k . E , f . 5 3 0 ; 
b k . F , f f . I 6 0 - 3 ; bk . G f f . 
25, 7 2-74; Morning News 
( S t . J o h n ) , 8 May 1 8 5 4 ; P A N S , 
KG39C, 1 8 6 2 , # 1 3 1 5 , O ' C o n n o r 
vs A r c h i b a l d , NoVaSCOtian, 29 
N o v . 1 8 5 8 . 

2 2 NoVaSCOtian, 2 I May , 22 A u g . 
1 8 5 5 ; P A N S , R G 4 7 , H a n t s 

C o u n t y , b k . 4 7 , p p . 2 4 5 - 5 0 ; 
evening Express, 13 Jan. 1864; 
Eastern Chronicle (Pictou), 
I J a n . 1 8 6 4 ; P A N S , R G 3 9 C , 
1 8 6 2 , # 4 3 9 0 , M o t t vs L a n g . 

23 Nova Scotia. Journal of the 
House of Assemblyj 1864, app. 
35 ( p . 3 2 ) ; I 8 6 6 , a p p . 36 ( p . 
5 ) . 

24 Lovelies Province of Nova 
Scotia Directory for 1871, 
P . 3 6 i ; McAIpine Ts Maritime 
Provinces Directory for 
1880-81, p p . 250n & 4 6 5 . 

2 5 Evening Express, 29 Oct. 1862; 
28 Dec. I 863. 

2 6 Acadian Recorder, 2 Jan. 1864; 
Evening Express, 15 Jan. 1864. 

2 7 Evening Express, 3 Feb. 1864; 
P A N S , A g r e e m e n t , P A N S , V M F , 
P r o v i n c i a l B u i l d i n g , r e p o r t o f 
c o m m i s s i o n e r s , I F e b . 1 8 6 8 
( h e r e a f t e r c i t e d as r e p o r t o f 
comm i ss i on e r s ) . 

28 P A N S , V M F , P r o v i n c i a l 
B u i l d i n g , a f f a d a v i t by R o b e r t 
D o u g l a s , 15 S e p t . 1 8 6 9 ; 
Ha I ifax Reporter, iI June 
1864; British Colonist, 14 
June I 864. 

29 PANS, Agreement; British 
Colonist, 5 Jan., 4 June 1864; 
Evening Express, 3, 2 9 June 
1864; Debates, I 864, pp. 73, 
294; 27 Vic. c.24; 28 Vic. 
c. 75. 

30 P A N S , R G 4 7 , H a l i f a x C o u n t y , 

20 

b k . I 47 f . 4 9 3 ; b k . I 5 0 , f f . 
59 I , 5 9 2 ; b k . 151 f f . 1 3 4 , 
1 3 6 ; H a n t s C o u n t y , b k . 47 p p . 
2 4 5 - 5 0 ; P A N S , r e p o r t o f 
c o m m i s s i o n e r s ; P A N S , V M F , 
P r o v i n c i a l B u i l d i n g , p e t i t i o n 
o f James F o r m a n ; Acadian 
Recorder, 26 A u g . I 8 6 5 . 

31 Acadian Recorder, 20 Jan. 
1866; Evening Express, 5 Mar. 
1 8 6 6 ; P A N S , r e p o r t o f 
c o m m i s s i o n e r s . 

32 E.W. C o o n e y , " T h e O r i g i n s o f 
t h e V i c t o r i a n M a s t e r 
Bui iders," The Economic 
History Review, V I M (1955), 
pp. 167-76. 


