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s y n t h e s i s o f t h e a n a l y s i s o r 
s u g g e s t i o n s f o r f u t u r e r e s e a r c h . 
Nor a r e t h e i m p l i c a t i o n s o f t h e 
p r o c e s s e s o u t l i n e d i n t h e b o o k 
f u l l y e x a m i n e d . F i n a l l y , w h i l e 
some a t t e n t i o n i s p a i d t o r e s e a r c h 
on t r a n s i t deve lopment i n E u r o p e a n 
c i t i e s , no m e n t i o n i s made of t h e 
s e v e r a l C a n a d i a n s t u d i e s i n t h i s 
f i e l d . * N e v e r t h e l e s s , t h e 
s t r e n g t h s o f t h i s v o l u m e f a r 
outweigh i t s w e a k n e s s e s . I t may be 
recommended h i g h l y , n o t o n l y t o 
s t u d e n t s of u rban mass t r a n s i t , bu t 
a l s o t o a l l who p u r s u e h i s t o r i c a l 
u rban r e s e a r c h . Our f i e l d of s t u d y 
c o u l d u s e many more c o m p a r a t i v e 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n s of t h i s t y p e . I t i s 
t o be hoped t h a t Moving the 
Masses r e p r e s e n t s t h e wave of t h e 
f u t u r e . 

* S u c h w o r k s i n c l u d e 
C h r i s t o p h e r A r m s t r o n g a n d H . V . 
Nelles, The Revenge of the 
Methodist Bicycle Company: Sunday 
Streetcars and Municipal Reform in 
Toronto^ 1888-1897 ' ( T o r o n t o , 
1 9 7 7 ) ; M . J . D o u c e t , " M a s s T r a n s i t 
a n d t h e F a i l u r e o f P r i v a t e 
O w n e r s h i p : The Case o f T o r o n t o i n 
t h e E a r l y T w e n t i e t h C e n t u r y , " 
Urban History Review^ 3-n (1978), 
p p . 3-33; and D.F. D a v i s , " M a s s 
Transit and Private Ownership: An 
Alternative Perspective on the Case 
of Toronto," Urban History 
RevieW3 3-78 (1979), pp. 60-98. 

Michael J. Doucet 
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A Generation of Women examines 
t h e l i v e s o f G r a c e D o d g e , Maud 
N a t h a n , L i l l i a n W a l d , L e o n o r a 
O ' R e i l l y , and Rose S c h n e i d e r m a n . 
As p r o g r e s s i v e s a l l h a d " a 
c o m p e l l i n g i n t e r e s t i n f i n d i n g 
s o l u t i o n s t o t he s o c i a l problems of 
t h e d a y . " Dodge was i n v o l v e d i n 
t h e New York A s s o c i a t i o n of Working 
G i r l s ' S o c i e t i e s , t h e New Y o r k 
C o l l e g e f o r t h e T r a i n i n g o f 
T e a c h e r s , a n d t h e YWCA. W a l d 
founded t h e Henry S t r e e t S e t t l e m e n t 
House ; Nathan was a moving fo r ce in 
t h e C o n s u m e r s ' L e a g u e , a n d b o t h 
O ' R e i l l y a n d S c h n e i d e r m a n w e r e 
c o m m i t t e d t o t h e W o m e n ' s T r a d e 
Union League . 

T h e b o o k f o c u s s e s o n t h e 
e d u c a t i o n a l deve lopment of t he f i v e 
women, e d u c a t i o n b e i n g b r o a d l y 
d e f i n e d a s t h e " p r o c e s s o f 
i n t e r a c t i o n by w h i c h i n d i v i d u a l 
p o t e n t i a l ( i n s t i n c t s , p r o p e n s i t i e s , 
t a l e n t s ) i s a c t i v a t e d , s h a p e d , o r 
c h a n n e l e d a n d a c h a n g e ( a n 
o b s e r v a b l e o r c o n s c i o u s l y f e l t 
d i f f e r e n c e ) t h e r e b y produced in t he 
s e l f . " U n f o r t u n a t e l y i n l o o k i n g 
fo r t h e c h a n g e s w h i c h o c c u r r e d i n 
t h e s e women, t h e a u t h o r t r i e s t o 
" p s y c h o l o g i z e " each e x p e r i e n c e , t o 
a s s e s s w h e t h e r i t w a s i n d e e d 
s i g n i f i c a n t . As a r e s u l t t h e book 
o f t e n l o s e s s i g h t o f t h e w i d e r 
s o c i a l c o n t e x t i n w h i c h a l l f i v e 
women a c t e d . For example , we l e a r n 
v e r y l i t t l e a b o u t t h e p r o g r e s s i v e 
e r a from t h i s book on p r o g r e s s i v e 
r e f o r m e r s . Even t h e l i f e of e a c h 
woman i s somewhat d i s t o r t e d . Each 
d id so much, but b e c a u s e t h e f o c u s 
i s o n " t u r n i n g p o i n t s , " 
a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s b e c o m e m e r e 
r e c i t a l s of t a s k s done and l e s s o n s 
l e a r n e d . T h e s p a r k o f 
i n d i v i d u a l i t y i s l o s t . 

D e s p i t e t h e s e d i f f i c u l t i e s A 
Generation of Women does r a i s e 
i m p o r t a n t p o i n t s . I t c o n c l u d e s 
t h a t formal e d u c a t i o n in i t s e l f was 
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not s i g n i f i c a n t in t h e l i v e s of t h e 
f i v e w o m e n . W h a t f o r m e d a n d 
d e v e l o p e d t h e i r c h a r a c t e r s , wha t 
g a v e them t h e w i l l t o p e r s e r v e r e 
w e r e s t r o n g i n t e r - p e r s o n a l 
r e l a t i o n s h i p s . T h e m o s t 
s i g n i f i c a n t o f t h e s e w a s t h e 
f a m i l i a l . W i t h i n t h e f a m i l y e a c h 
woman deve loped a s t r o n g i d e n t i t y , 
a s e n s e o f h e r s e l f a s a n 
i n d i v i d u a l , n u r t u r e d by t h e s u p p o r t 
and e n c o u r a g e m e n t g i v e n t o h e r by 
fami ly members. Th is i n s t i l l e d i n 
t h e women c o n f i d e n c e t o e x p e r i m e n t , 
t o push t h e m s e l v e s beyond a c c e p t e d 
l i m i t s , and, as t h e i r e f f o r t s w e r e 
met w i t h s u c c e s s , t o go f u r t h e r 
a f i e l d . 

T h e s e c o n d r e l a t i o n s h i p 
i m p o r t a n t i n t h e i r e d u c a t i o n a l 
d e v e l o p m e n t w a s t h a t o f 
m e n t o r / p r o t é g é e . A m e n t o r was 
u s u a l l y an o l d e r woman who t o o k an 
i n t e r e s t in t h e y o u n g e r , i n s t r u c t e d 
h e r , d i r e c t e d h e r e f f o r t s , 
e n c o u r a g e d h e r , and p r o v i d e d h e r 
w i t h a r o l e m o d e l . S i n c e i n t h e 
l a t e n i n e t e e n t h and e a r l y t w e n t i e t h 
c e n t u r i e s i t w a s d i f f i c u l t f o r 
women t o t h i n k t h a t l i f e o f f e r e d 
them any f u l f i l l m e n t o u t s i d e t h e 
h o m e , i t w a s c r u c i a l t h a t t h e 
m e n t o r s of t h e f i v e women s t u d i e d 
r e v e a l e d t h a t r o l e m o d e l s o t h e r 
t h a n t h e m a t e r n a l one e x i s t e d . 

T h e s e m e n t o r s w e r e a l l 
i n v o l v e d i n t h e s o c i a l s e r v i c e 
f i e l d , a s p h e r e t h a t was seen as an 
e x t e n s i o n o f w o m a n ' s d o m e s t i c 
w o r l d . The v o l u n t e e r o r g a n i z a t i o n s 
w h i c h e m e r g e d f rom i t n e e d e d new 
r e c r u i t s , n e w w o r k e r s w i t h 
d e d i c a t i o n , and t h o s e i n c h a r g e 
were always on t h e lookou t for such 
w o m e n . N a t h a n , W a l d , D o d g e , 
O ' R e i l l y , and S c h n e i d e r m a n w e r e 
f o r t u n a t e - t h e y w e r e d i s c o v e r e d . 
However, t h e r e a d e r cannot h e l p but 
w o n d e r a b o u t t h e many women who 
n e v e r r e c e i v e d e n c o u r a g e m e n t a l o n g 
t h e way. The s u c c e s s of t h e f i v e 

women s e e m s f r a g i l e i n s o many 
r e s p e c t s , d e p e n d e n t o n b e i n g 
s u r r o u n d e d by p e o p l e who p r o v i d e d 
t h e m w i t h t h e e m o t i o n a l s u p p o r t 
n e c e s s a r y f o r t h e d e v e l o p m e n t of 
s e l f - c o n f i d e n c e . 

By s t r e s s i n g t h e s i g n i f i c a n c e 
of p e r s o n a l r e l a t i o n s h i p s i n t h e 
e d u c a t i o n a l growth of t h e s e women, 
A Generation of Women r a i s e s the 
q u e s t i o n of what t h e p u r p o s e of an 
i n s t i t u t i o n a l f r a m e w o r k s u c h as a 
s c h o o l sys tem i s . I t i s s i m p l y t o 
i m p a r t k n o w l e d g e o r i s i t t o 
d e v e l o p and mold c h a r a c t e r as so 
many i n t h e n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y 
hoped i t would? I f t h e l a t t e r , i t 
f a i l e d , a t l e a s t f o r t h e s e women. 
Was t h i s b e c a u s e t h e y w e r e women 
and t h e s y s t e m a s s u c h was n o t 
d e s i g n e d w i th them i n mind or was 
t h e f a i l u r e a p p l i c a b l e t o men as 
well? A Generation of Women does 
not answer t h e s e q u e s t i o n s , b u t i n 
r a i s i n g them i t f o r c e s e d u c a t i o n a l 
h i s t o r y t o a s s u m e an e n e r g e t i c 
d i m e n s i o n h i t h e r t o u n r e a l i z e d . 

Wendy M i t c h i n s o n 
Depar tment of H i s t o r y 
U n i v e r s i t y of Windsor 

Hurt , J . S . Elementary Schooling 
and the Working Classes^ 
1860-1918. London: R o u t l e g e and 
Kegan Pau l [ T o r o n t o : U n i v e r s i t y of 
T o r o n t o P r e s s ] , 1979. P p . x , 2 4 1 . 

Today e d u c a t i o n i n E n g l a n d , 
l i k e t h a t i n C a n a d a , i s b a s e d on 
two fundamen ta l a s s u m p t i o n s . The 
f i r s t of t h e s e i s t h a t e q u a l i t y of 
e d u c a t i o n a l o p p o r t u n i t y i s a r i g h t . 
The i n d i v i d u a l i n e a c h c o u n t r y i s 
p r e s u m e d t o be e d u c a b l e u n t i l 
p r o v e d o t h e r w i s e . The s e c o n d 
a s s u m p t i o n i s t h a t t h e g o v e r n m e n t 
h a s a g r e a t e r r i g h t t h a n do t h e 
c h i l d ' s p a r e n t s to d e t e r m i n e how a 
c h i l d i s to be s c h o o l e d . In b o t h 


