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pol i t ical and u r b a n t h e m e s . {Professor Robert Tittler, Department of History, Loyola Campus, Concordia University, 7141 Sherbrooke Street 
West, Montreal, Quebec, H4B 1R6.] 

Alan Gowans is the author of many books and articles on North American architecture, including Looking at Architecture in 
Canada and Building Canada. He is currently on leave from his professorship at the University of Victoria as Senior Fellow in 
the Center for Advanced Study in the Visual Arts, National Gallery of Art, Washington, D.C., where he is working on a 
study of the interrelationships of style and social function in North American architecture. [Professor Alan Gowans, Department of 
History in Art, University of Victoria, Victoria, British Columbia, V8W 2Y2.} 

Notes and Comments/Notes et commentaires 

Canadian Housing Information Centre 

The Canadian Housing Information Centre (CHIC) 
holds 60,000 publications on all aspects of housing, 
building and community development. As part of the 
Canada Mortgage and Housing Corporation, its services 
are available to the public, as well as to CMHC employees, 
and are regularly used by people in the housing industry, 
teachers, students and researchers and officials of all levels 
of government. 

Research Reports 
One of CHIC's most valuable services is to make avail­

able copies of all research reports undertaken under Part V 
of the National Housing Act, which requires CMHC to 
have studies made of housing in Canada and to dissemi­
nate information likely to improve housing and the com­
munity environment. 

These studies, prepared by consultants and academics 
as well as CMHC staff, cover a wide range of social, 
economic and technical matters: the design, construction 
and rehabilitation of housing; manufactured housing and 
mobile homes; energy efficiency and noise reduction; in­
frastructure; market studies; urban planning; mortgage 

arrangements; and the special housing needs of native 
people, the aged, children and the handicapped. During 
1981, the International Year of Disabled Persons, CHIC 
offered to act as a clearing house for information dealing 
with housing and handicapped people and published a 
selected bibliography on the subject. (CHIC publishes 
and distributes semi-annually a listing of all Part V 
studies under way or recently completed, entitled "Recent 
Part V Research Reports and Projects.") 

Accessibility 
CHIC has computer access to all the major housing re­

ference sources, can search the literature in your subject 
area and provide you with factual information or a biblio­
graphy. 

Special Collections 
In addition to its Part V reports and its material on 

housing for disabled persons, CHIC has a number of other 
special collections, including maps, master plans, hous­
ing, transportation and other studies relating to Canadian 
municipalities with populations of more than 5,000. 
Another collection includes all reports from the United 
Nations Human Settlements Conference, "Habitat," 
which was held in Vancouver in 1976. Many government 
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